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TANKER  JACKET 


Patton 

TANKER 
JACKET 


Big 
Men's 
Sizes 
only 
slightly 
more. 


LESS  THAN  20  BUCKS  FOR  A 
JACKET  YOU'LL  WEAR  A  FULL 
THREE  SEASONS  of  the  YEAR! 

ll\  •  Water  repellent  cotton  and 

polyester  shell.  Nylon  lined  inside. 
100%  machine  washable  too! 
•  Flattering  drop  shoulder  gives 
you  that  broad,  masculine  look. 

3  lined  pockets  (one  inside) 
hold  plenty  ot  cargo. 

•  Non-scratchy  baseball 
style  knit  collar. . .  comfort! 

•  Easy  tit,  adjustable  snap 
cuffs,  elasticized  side  hem. 

The  Genuine  Article  and 
^  OUR  BEST  BUY  EVER! 

We  will  be  proud  to  send 
your  new  "Patton"  Tanker 
1  Jacket  for  NO-RISK  at- 
m  home  look-see  You  wil 
V  be  proud  to  wear  it! 
See  yourself  in  this 
handsome  jacket. 

Use  this  coupon 
and  SEND  TODAY! 


W2for 
$39.50 
3  for 
$59.00 


We've  got  your  size! 
SI34-36)  NH38-40)  LI42-44)  XLI46-48) 

*Big  Men's  Sizes  Add  $4  per  jacket 
2XLI50-52)  and  3XU54-56) 
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HOW 
MANY? 
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YELLOW 
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TAN 
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BLUE 

F 

GREY 

100%  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  or  FULL  REFUND 
of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 
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Solution 
For  Impotence 


Simple,  effective  and  safe, 
ErecAid  System®  can  put 
impotence  in  your  past  with- 
out the  risk  and  expense  of  surgery 
or  drugs.  An  excellent  first  step, 
ErecAid  System  may  be  the  only 
step  you  will  ever  have  to  take. 

A  SIMPLE  NATURAL-LIKE 
METHOD,  EFFECTIVE  AND 
SAFE  ErecAid  System  mimics  the 
natural  process  more  closely  than 
any  other  technique  and  can  end 
the  worry  of  impotence.  Thou- 
sands of  users  have  found  the 
Osbon  Technique  of  vacuum  ther- 
apy greater  than  90%  effective. 


And  no  treatment  has  proven  to  be 
safer  in  over  15  years  of  use. 

ErecAid  System  is  medically 
approved  and  available  with  a 
prescription  for  under  S400.  When 
medically  necessary,  ErecAid 
System  is  approved  for  reimburse- 
ment by  some  Medicare  and  com- 
mercial insurance  carriers. 

For  more  information  call 
our  Toil-Free  Information  Line 
1-800-438-8592 -U.S. 
1-800-356-4676 -  Canada 
Osbon  Medical  Systems 
P.O.  Drawer  1478,  Dept.  20 
Augusta,  GA  30903 


ErecAid  System 

by  Osbon 

The  leading  choice  for  impotence  management 
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BREAKTHROUGH  MOWER  ENDS 
BAGGING  &  RAKING  FOREVER! 


lntroducing...the  revolutionary 
TROY-BILT® 
Mulching  Mower. 

Ordinary  mowers  make  work 
for  you.  They  blow  the  clip- 
pings out  the  side,  and  you 
must  rake  them  up.  Bagging 
mowers  discharge  clippings 
into  a  bag,  but  you've  got 
to  empty  it  constantly. 

The  TROY-BILT® 
Mulching  Mower  is 


a  radically  different  and 
better  kind  of  mower,  and 
a  whole  new  way  to 
mow  your  lawn! 

It's  a  time-and- 
work  saver, 
because  it 
leaves  no  clip- 
pings. With 
nothing  to  bag,    No  More  Bagging! 
and  no  need  to  rake,  your 
job's  done  faster  and  easier 
than  ever  before. 

And  your  lawn  looks  better 
than  ever,  because  the  clip- 
pings become  nitrogen-rich, 
100%  organic  fertilizer.  You 
feed  your  lawn  automatically 
(and  for  FREE!)  every 
time  you  mow. 


You  can  help  ease 
the  nation's  landfill  crisis 
with  the  TROY-BILT 
Mulching  Mower. 

America  has  a  trash  problem, 
with  landfills  closing  for 
good,  and  no  clear  alterna- 
tives in  sight.  Every  bag  of 
clippings  you  don't  send  to 
the  landfill  helps  preserve 
this  dwindling  resource. 

FREE  CATALOG. ..Call  Today! 

1-800-776-2700 

or  Mail  this  Coupon!    Dept.  3357 


Even  in  this  huge 
country  of  ours, 
responsibly  recycling 
your  clippings  with  a  TROY- 
BILT®  Mulching  Mower 
does  make  a  difference! 


©1992  Garden  Way  Inc. 


A3357 


O  TROY-BILT 

102nd  St.  &  9th  Ave.,  Troy,  NY  12180 

□  YESI  Please  rush  me  all  the  details  on  the 
new  TROY-BILT®  Mulching  Mower.. .includ- 
ing specifications,  a  complete  Catalog, 
information  on  your  Easy  Payment  Plan,  and 
your  current  "OFF-SEASON  SAVINGS"! 

Name  


Street 


City. 


State. 


Zip. 
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Picture  Of  Freedom 

A  teacher  at  Chief  Moses  Junior 
High  School  in  Moses  Lake,  Wash., 
gave  her  students  an  unusual  assign- 
ment: 

She  played  a  sound  track  of  waves 
crashing  on  a  beach,  wind  blowing 
gently  through  trees,  and  birds  singing. 
After  the  sound  track  finished,  she  told 
the  children  to  make  a  drawing  of 
whatever  the  sound  track  made  them 
think  of. 

At  the  end  of  the  class,  the  children 
handed  in  their  drawings.  One  girl  drew 
a  U.S.  flag.  The  teacher  asked  the  girl 
why  she  drew  a  flag  instead  of  doing  the 
assignment.  The  girl  replied,  "The 
sound  of  the  waves  crashing  on  the 
beach,  the  wind  blowing  through  the 
trees,  and  the  birds  singing  make  me 
think  of  freedom,  and  that  is  why  I  drew 
the  American  flag.  It  also  makes  me 
think  of  freedom." 

The  teacher,  with  tears  swelling  in 
her  eyes,  hung  the  girl's  drawing  on  the 
wall  so  in  the  mornings,  the  class  could 
all  turn  and  face  the  drawing  to  say  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance.  You  see,  their 
class  did  not  have  a  flag  in  it.  Before  the 
girl  drew  the  flag,  every  morning  the 
children  faced  a  fire  extinguisher, 
because  it  was  the  only  thing  in  the 
room  that  was  red  and  white. 

I  know  this  story  is  true  because  that 
girl  is  my  daughter,  Tammy  Thoemke. 
She's  a  15-year-old  ninth  grader  and  a 
Junior  Member  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

After  I  heard  about  her  drawing,  I 
was  on  the  telephone  calling  the  school, 
the  district  office  and  anyone  else  who 
would  listen.  I  was  told  the  school  had 
plenty  of  flags  and  the  problem  would 
be  corrected. 

Gary  W.  Thoemke 
Moses  Lake,  Wash. 

Torpedoes  Away 

I  just  read  the  article  "The  Hunt  for 
U.S.  Subs"  (December).  The  article 
stated  the  Soviet  navy  is  modernizing  at 
a  record  pace,  but  the  United  States  is 
scaling  down  its  procurement  of  Sea- 
wolf  class  submarines  from  three  a  year 
to  one  and  one-half  a  year. 

What  I  find  puzzling  and  galling  is 
that  the  United  States  has  suspended 


the  huge  Soviet  debt  for  one  year.  Plus, 
the  United  States  is  sending  food  and 
other  supplies  worth  $1  billion  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  President  Bush  has  been 
playing  Santa  Claus  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  with  our  money  while  increasing 
the  monstrous  national  deficit. 

A.E.  Kolacz 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

Our  submarine  fleet  is  totally 
inadequate.  The  money  spent  on  space 
exploration  should  be  used  for  sub- 
marines. Space  exploration  must 
become  a  worldwide  investment.  All 
nations  should  contribute  equally  and 
work  together  for  a  peaceful  explora- 
tion with  knowledge  gained  used  for  all 
mankind.  Put  space  exploration  in  a 
free  enterprise  mode,  without  millions 
for  support  from  taxpayers. 

Ray  A.  Flora 
Birchwood,  Wis. 
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WE  WANTYOUR  OPINION 

You  can  contact  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  magazine  two  ways. 
Call  us  at: 

1-900-28-VOICE 

to  record  your  opinion  on  current 
issues  and  to  listen  to  the  opinions 
of  others.  Calls  cost  $1  per  minute 
and  proceeds  support  Legion  pro- 
grams. A  magazine  editor  will 
listen  to  your  message.  Callers' 
opinions  are  considered  for  publi- 
cation and  receive  a  □  symbol 
when  published. 
Or  you  can  write  to: 

The  American  Legion  magazine 
RO.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

Here's  how  you've  voted  on  pre- 
vious questions: 

If  the  military  is  downsized  by  at 
least  20  percent,  will  we  be  able  to 
protect  our  interests  worldwide? 

Yes  34%  No  66% 

Should  VA  facilities  be  allowed 
to  treat  non-veterans? 

Yes  10%  No  90% 

1-900-28-VOICE 


The  Treatment 

Should  VA  facilities  be  allowed  to 
treat  non-veterans?  Yes,  certainly.  Why 
not?  They  sure  as  hell  are  not  treating 
veterans.  At  the  VA  hospital  in  Gaines- 
ville, Fla.,  I  was  told  to  get  out  and 
don't  come  back  unless  I'm  bleeding  or 
have  some  other  emergency.  Not  only 
would  they  not  provide  medication,  but 
they  wouldn't  even  write  me  a  prescrip- 
tion. I  had  to  go  to  a  local  doctor  and 
pay  $35  for  an  office  visit. 

My  only  source  of  income  is  Social 
Security  and  a  VA  pension  of  $5  a 
month.  My  $5  a  month  may  be  a  token 
of  appreciation  from  a  grateful  nation, 
but  I  did  not  perform  token  service 
when  I  was  in  the  Air  Force  in  the  '50s 
during  the  Korean  War.  I  was  there  24 
hours  a  day,  every  day. 

Frank  N.  Klutts 
Ocala,  Fla. 

As  a  military  veteran  and  retired 
soldier,  I  was  always  of  the  opinion  that 
my  government  and  a  grateful  nation 
would  be  there  for  my  care  when  the 
time  came  to  treat  my  service-con- 
nected disabilities. 

How  wrong  an  old  soldier  can  be! 

I  was  shocked,  ashamed  and 
humiliated  at  how  my  government 
treats  me  now  20  years  after  my  service 
in  Vietnam  when  an  old  war  wound  has 
flared  up,  requiring  immediate  medical 
attention.  I  went  to  the  VA  hospital  at 
Leavenworth,  Kan.,  for  treatment.  In  a 
few  days,  I  received  a  bill  for  $678,  my 
part  of  a  $4,800  medical  bill.  I  was  told 
I  was  responsible  for  the  bill,  and  that  if 
I  did  not  pay,  my  military  retirement 
pay  would  be  garnisheed  for  the  costs. 

With  help  from  an  American  Legion 
Service  Officer,  I  filed  a  VA  Claim  for 
Disability  Compensation,  but  I  was 
told  that  retired  military  veterans  are 
not  permitted  treatment  at  VA  medical 
facilities  unless  their  treatment  is 
service-connected.  I  had  to  prove  my 
claim. 

I  had  always  been  one  of  the  old-time 
soldiers  who  believed  that  my  govern- 
ment would  take  care  of  me  anytime 
without  complaint  whenever  I  put 
myself  on  their  doorstep.  I  believed  all 
the  promises  that  were  made  to  me  to 
keep  me  pumped  up  and  charging 
Please  turn  page 
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ORDER  FORM 

Please  mail  by 

1.    _    .......  February  29,  1992. 

The  Franklin  Mint 

Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19091 

YES,  I  would  like  to  enter  my  subscription  for 
MONOPOLY® — The  Collector's  Edition. 

I  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  I  under- 
stand that  the  complete  game,  including  the 
hardwood-framed  playing  board,  will  be  spe- 
cially imported  and  sent  to  me  in  a  single  ship- 
ment. I  will  be  billed  for  a  deposit  of  $33*  prior 
to  shipment,  and  for  the  balance  in  14  equal 
monthly  installments  of  $33*  after  shipment. 

'Plus  my  state  sales  tax'. 


SIGNATURE  

MR/MRS/MISS_ 
ADDRESS  


ALL  ORDERS  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  ACCEPTANCE 


PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY 


APT.  NO._ 


CITY/STATE/ZIP . 


12878-6GNF-39 


MONOPOLY  is  a  registered  trademark  ot  ©1992  Parker  Brothers.  Division  ol 
Tonka  Corporation  for  its  real  estate  trading  game  equipment. 
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toward  the  foe  in  freedom's  name.  The 
covenants  made  with  us  old  soldiers  by 
politicians  have  all  been  forgotten 
because  their  replacements  have  taken 
power  and  reduced  benefits.  Today's 
politicians  trim  the  budget  and  it's  the 
old  veteran  who  takes  the  sock  in  the 
jaw. 

The  veterans  with  war  wounds  or 
disabilities  from  wartime  service  who 
have  not  filed  a  claim  against  the  gov- 
ernment should  collect  their  discharge 
papers  and  see  an  American  Legion 
Service  Officer  to  get  this  paperwork  in 
order  before  sickness  or  disability  pre- 
vents them  from  doing  so. 

I  want  to  thank  an  alert  Legion 
Service  Officer  here  in  Topeka,  Kan., 
Fred  Dumas.  To  the  thousands  of  vet- 
erans in  our  ranks  who  have  neglected 
to  take  care  of  documenting  their  dis- 
abilities with  VA,  I'd  recommend  they 
get  busy.  You  are  responsible  for  your- 
self. The  old  promises  have  long  been 
forgotten. 

David  L.  Recob 
Topeka,  Kan. 

I'm  a  Korean  War  combat  veteran, 
and  I  do  not  believe  VA  facilities  should 
be  allowed  to  treat  non-veterans.  As  it 
is  now,  the  care  and  treatment  of  vet- 
erans in  the  Boston  area  leave  a  lot  to  be 
desired.  I  don't  believe  the  VA  medical 
center  doctors  are  capable  of  per- 
forming some  surgeries. 

VkBillTuttle 

Charlestown,  Mass. 

Bumpy  Road 

William  Ecenbarger's  article  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Turnpike  ("Marvel  of  the 
Motor  Age,"  October),  reminds  me  of 
my  trip  last  summer  from  Oklahoma  to 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  then  Canada.  The  Pennsylvania 
Turnpike  was  quite  an  undertaking.  The 
speed  limit  dropped  to  55  mph  and  the 
road  was  in  terrible  need  of  repair.  I 
found  raised  cracks  in  every  square  of 
the  road,  in  either  lane. 

Stewart  M.  Getman 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

The  article  about  the  Pennsylvania 
Turnpike  was  a  very  positive  article,  but 
the  author  neglected  a  few  things  about 


the  50th  anniversary  celebration.  First, 
the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike  Commission 
is  a  politically  appointed  group,  and 
according  to  the  Pittsburgh  Press,  spent 
about  $350,000  on  catered  dinners, 
cocktail  parties  and  trinkets  to  celebrate 
the  50th  anniversary. 

Second,  the  recent  poll  of  the 
National  Trucker  Association  voted  the 
Pennsylvania  Turnpike  as  one  of  the 
worst  highways  in  the  United  States. 
It's  under  repair  or  so  rough  it  needs 
repair. 

It's  also  not  a  cheap  highway  to  drive 
on.  Traveling  from  Pittsburgh  to 
Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  about  300 
miles,  would  cost  a  person  from  $10  to 
$11. 

D  Howard  Edmiston 
Franklin,  Pa. 

The  People  Respond 

As  a  lifetime  member's  widow,  I  am 
very  much  impressed  with  your  articles 
about  the  moral  caliber  of  our  society, 
as  well  as  the  article  "For  the  People," 
(November). 

Lorie  Detter 
Blue  Springs,  Mo. 

I  am  increasingly  concerned  with  the 
ultra  right-wing  simplistic  articles  and 
interviews  that  you  appear  to  favor  for 
our  magazine.  The  interview  with 
George  Roche  ("For  the  People," 
November),  is  a  typical  example. 

If  Roche  has  his  way,  we  would  run 
headlong  backward  to  the  age  of  robber 
barons,  sweat  shops,  child  labor  and 
unsafe  working  conditions.  There 
would  be  no  Social  Security,  even  less 
health  insurance  than  we  have  now,  no 
minimum  wage,  unsafe  food,  intoler- 
able pollution,  and  a  retrogressive 
wider  disparity  between  the  rich  and 
poor.  And,  I'm  sure,  no  benefits  for  vet- 
erans. 

While  there  is  no  question  that  our 
government  is  ponderous  and  generates 
waste,  one  of  its  basic  aims  is  to  protect 
the  American  public  from  within  as 
well  as  from  without.  Roche  may 
admire  Reagan,  but  he  should  be 
reminded  that  it  was  during  Reagan's 
eight  years  in  office  that  our  national 
debt  quadrupled,  and  that  Reagan 
spearheaded  the  campaign  that  opened 
the  door  leading  to  rampant,  destruc- 


tive greed  through  deregulation. 

The  Second  American  Revolution 
will  not  be  against  the  government  or 
taxes.  It  will  be  against  those  politi- 
cians who,  much  like  the  unethical, 
greedy  corporate  giants,  place  their 
own  welfare  and  wealth  above  all  else, 
including  their  fellow  citizens. 

I,  and  I'm  sure  many  other  veterans, 
would  appreciate  your  being  more 
even-handed  in  what  you  print. 

Frederick  H.  Hack 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 

No  Invitation 

There  is  no  good  reason  to  invite  the 
Japanese  to  any  Pearl  Harbor  celebra- 
tion. They  simply  do  not  belong  at  any 
part  of  these  memorial  services  which 
commemorate  one  of  our  most  tragic 
national  tragedies. 

Although  I  am  not  a  WWII  veteran, 
certain  members  of  my  family,  now 
deceased,  did  participate.  They  would 
be  100  percent  against  Japanese  partici- 
pation. 

George  S.  Patton 
Major  General 
U.S.  Army,  Retired 
South  Hamilton,  Mass. 

I'm  replying  to  William  G.  Zinkil's 
letter  (Vetvoice,  December)  about  the 
Japanese  being  invited  to  Pearl  Harbor 
for  the  50th  Anniversary  commemora- 
tions. Well,  Mr.  Zinkil,  I  am  the  person 
who  did  the  lettering  on  the  original 
USS  Arizona  Memorial,  and  I  didn't  get 
an  invitation  to  attend.  But  my  heart  is 
in  it. 

Claude  A.  Griffin 
Proctor,  Vt. 


Media  vs.  Military 

As  a  new  member  of  The  American 
Legion,  I  read  with  great  interest  the 
article  "Military  vs.  the  Media" 
(November).  Congratulations  to  Miles 
and  David  Epstein  for  a  fine  analysis, 
one  of  the  best  I  have  seen  on  the  topic 
of  Gulf  War  coverage.  The  article  was 
highly  perceptive  and  judicious  in  its 
conclusions.  Well  done.  It  reinforces 
my  decision  to  join  the  Legion. 

Ted  J.  Smith  III 
Richmond,  Va. 
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BORDEAUX 


One  of 
America's  Favorites! 

Men's 

PILOT  SHIRT 


Only  $ 


14 


95 

each 


These  Pilot  Shirts  are  versatile  enough  to  top-off 
everything  from  casual  shorts  to  dress  slacks.  We 
invite  you  to  try  your  favorite  for  7  days  FREE. 

Pilot  Shirts  look  fabulous  thanks  to  classic  styling 
details:  a  banded  collar,  button-thru  flapped  chest 
pockets,  welt  cuffs,  straight  bottom  and  epaulets 
for  a  final  touch.  Polyester/cotton  woven  fabric 
machine  washes/dries. 

Choose  from  Stripes  and  Solids  —  each  in  4 
handsome  colors  —  and  send  for  Free  Trial  today! 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED.  ABSOLUTELY!  If 

your  Pilot  Shirt  ever  fails  to  perform  to  your 
satisfaction,  return  it  for  a  full  refund  or 
replacement. 


YECI  Please  rush  my  Pilot  Shirt  from  BLAIR  for 
I  C3"  a  week's  FREE  TRIAL.  Then  I'll  send  just 
$14.95  plus  handling  and  shipping,  or  return  it  at  my 
expense  and  owe  nothing. 

TO  SAVE  EVEN  MORE,  I've  enclosed  my  payment  now 
so  BLAIR  pays  ALL  handling  and  shipping  costs.  All 
my  money  will  be  instantly  refunded  if  I'm  not  pleased. 

TO  ORDER:  1.  Circle  your  size. 

2.  Check  (  ^ )  stripe  or  solid  wanted. 
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Commander's  message 


PEARL  REMEMBERED: 
VETERANS  ASK  FOR  NOTHING 
MORE  THAN  FAIR  TREATMENT 


Brave  men  who  work  while  others  sleep, 

Who  dare  while  others  fly— 
They  build  a  nation 's  pillars  deep 

And  lift  them  to  the  sky. 

—"A  Nation's  Strength," 
by  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

THE  sound  of  taps,  to  many 
Americans,  signaled  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the 
Japanese  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor.  On  Dec.  7,  1991, 
at  the  memorial  of  the  bat- 
tleship Arizona,  I  watched 
tears  of  respect  form  in  the 
eyes  of  men  who  never 
cry.  They  were  veterans,  Americans 
who  were  willing  to  risk  their  lives  for 
their  country. 

We  must  be  sure  that  this  commem- 
oration of  the  Japanese  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor  is  seen  as  more  than  a  funeral  or 
a  reunion.  Fellow  Legionnaires,  this 
anniversary  is  a  reminder  that  survivors 
of  Pearl  Harbor  and  veterans  of  other 
battles  deserve  more  than  ceremonies. 
They  deserve  the  respect  of  this  country. 

How  can  our  nation  give  that  proper 
respect? 

Our  country  needs  to  honor  its 
promise  to  the  veterans  who  fought 
under  its  flag.  Specifically,  our  country 
needs  to  provide  the  necessary  medical 
care  for  those  men  and  women  who 
sacrificed  for  God  and  country. 

I  took  this  message  to  Capitol  Hill  in 
September.  I  told  the  House  and  Senate 
Veterans  Affairs  committees  about  the 
pressing  need  for  quality  VA  medical 
care.  And  I  recommended  that  the  1993 
VA  budget  reflect  this  need. 

VA  medical  funding  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  sky-rocketing  costs  of 
health  care  for  aging  veterans.  VA  must 
emphasize  primary,  preventive  and  out- 
patient care.  VA  also  needs  to  discour- 
age unnecessary  hospital  treatment  in 
favor  of  more  hospital-based  home 
care,  adult  day  care  and  group  residen- 
tial ca re.  All  of  these  are  cost-effective 


Nat' I  Cmdr.  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 


alternatives  to  institutional  care. 

Ultimately,  VA  must  provide  a  con- 
sistent package  of  health-care  benefits. 

In  the  1990s,  not  everyone  can  afford 
the  fees  of  private  doctors.  Poor,  unin- 
sured veterans  who  would  not  get  treat- 
ment in  the  private  sector  have  no 
where  else  to  turn,  except  to  VA. 

VA  needs  to  be  equipped  to  handle 
the  growing  number  of  veterans' 
health-care  problems  including  those  of 
homeless  veterans,  veterans  suffering 
from  PTSD,  Agent  Orange  and  ionizing 
radiation. 

And  America  needs  to  be  made 
aware  of  veterans'  needs  for  medical 
care.  Without  the  support  of  the  nation, 
VA  cannot  adequately  do  its  job. 

In  November,  I  gave  this  message  to 
President  Bush.  I  wrote  him  recom- 
mending that  he  support  a  larger  VA 
budget.  In  short  order,  other  groups- 
including  a  group  of  national  medical 
associations,  62  senators  and  1 42  mem- 
bers of  the  House— joined  The  Amer- 
ican Legion's  effort. 

At  the  memorial  of  the  Arizona,  I 
shared  the  President's  tribute  to  those 


who  died.  Now  I  hope  the  President  will 
honor  veterans  who  today  need  his 
support. 

To  all  Legionnaires,  I  offer  this  chal- 
lenge: Let  Congress  and  the  President 
hear  the  voices  of  over  3  million  veter- 
ans. Only  then  will  they  listen.  We  must 
press  them  for: 

•  A  VA  research  budget  of  $280  mil- 
lion, a  22  percent  increase  above  the 
current  budget.  "The  VA  health-care 
system  is  a  major  national  asset  in  med- 
ical research  and  clinical  care,"  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  J.  Sanford  Schwartz,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of 
Clinical  Research.  We  must  support 
this  important  program. 

•  A  VA  medical  budget  of  at  least 
$15.6  billion  for  fiscal  year  1993.  This 
infusion  of  additional  revenue  will  help 
VA  recover  from  deficiencies  ranging 
from  backlogged  purchases  of  essentia! 
medical  equipment  to  forced  closure  of 
beds  because  of  medical  personnel 
shortages. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  an  under- 
funded VA. 

As  soldiers,  we  went  to  war  when  it 
was  necessary  not  when  it  was  conven- 
ient. Our  lives  were  put  on  hold,  on  the 
line  and  in  constant  danger.  Now  our 
country  has  a  debt  to  pay.  The  men  and 
women  at  Pearl  Harbor  were  honored 
because  they  gave  their  country  full 
measure  and  total  commitment. 

As  Navy  Lt.  Cmdr.  S.  G.  Fuqua 
stated  in  the  official  Action  Report, 
"The  personnel  of  the  anti-aircraft  and 
machine  gun  batteries  on  the  Arizona 
lived  up  to  the  best  traditions  of  the 
Navy.  I  could  hear  guns  firing  on  the 
ship  long  after  the  boat  deck  was  a  mass 
of  flames." 

Fellow  Legionnaires,  we  gave  then 
what  was  required  to  protect  God  and 
country.  In  the  same  spirit,  we  must 
join  forces  today  to  insure  our  govern- 
ment honors  its  commitment  to  us.  We 
can  win  this  battle  but  we  must  do  it 
together.  □ 
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Your  second  chance 
to  take  home  a  legend. 

Introducing  the 

COLT  M1991 


If  you  turned  in  your  issue  45  sidearm  when 
you  hung  up  your  uniform,  you've  probably 
had  your  share  of  regrets.  Now  Colt  makes 
it  possible  for  you  to  get  your  own  Gl  ser- 
vice 45,  with  the  same  government  issue 
parkerized  finish  and  reassuring  heft 
you  remember  from  your  tour  of  duty  at 
Anzio,  Guadalcanal,  Korea,  DaNang 
or  Desert  Storm.  This  is  the  real 
thing  from  Colt.  Like  the  one 
you  carried  or  coveted  years 
ago,  it's  battle-proven  and 
built  to  serve  you  well.  You 
won't  have  to  risk  a  court 
martial  to  stuff  this  one 
in  your  barracks  bag. 


The  new  Colt  M1991 A1  takes  off  exactly  where 
the  old  1911 A1  ended,  including  the  serial  number 
range,  which  runs  consecutively  from  our  last 
batch  in  1945.  Its  appearance  matches  Gl  specs. 
As  for  the  rest,  it's  100%  Colt.  What  more  need  we 
say?  The  whole  package  comes  in  Colt's  new 
custom  molded  carry  case. 

We've  saved  the  best  part  for  last.  This  new 
Colt  M1991 A1  is  a  better  value  than  some  latter- 
day  imitation  from  a  company  that  wasn't  even 
around  during  the  Big  One.  See  the  new  Colt 
M1991 A1  at  your  Colt  dealer's.  It's  a  great 
chance  to  renew  an  old  friendship. 


Colt's  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1868,  Hartford,  CT  06144 


Warning:  Be  a  safe  shooter  —  never  chamber  a  round  until  you 
are  ready  to  shoot.  Always  read  and  follow  the  instruction  man- 
uals which  accompany  each  firearm.  Free  instruction  manuals 
and  catalogs  are  available  from  the  factory  on  request. 
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Big  issues 

SHOULD  CONGRESS  BAN 
PERMANENT  REPLACEMENT 
WORKERS  IN  LABOR  STRIKES? 


Rep.  Major  Owens,  D-New  York 


YES 


When  Lech  Walesa  spoke 
before  Congress  several 
years  ago,  the  chamber 
roared  with  applause  as  he  recounted  the 
Solidarity  movement's  dramatic  struggle 
for  freedom  in  Poland. 

Ironically,  however,  one  of  the  first 
fights  Solidarity  had  with  their  com- 
munist opponents  was  to  win  a  right  that 
American  workers  no  longer  enjoy— the  right  to  strike  with- 
out being  permanently  replaced. 

To  end  the  bitter  warfare  between  labor  and  management 
that  paralyzed  our  economy  in  the  1930s,  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Act  was  enacted  to  set  down  basic  rules  of  fair  play 
for  labor-management  relations.  The  aim  was  to  equalize  the 
bargaining  power  between  the  two  and  create  a  level  playing 
field  on  which  they  could  work  out  differences  with  minimal 
disruption  to  the  economy. 

The  Supreme  Court's  MacKay  decision  changed  all  that, 
throwing  out  the  employees'  right  to  strike  without  being 
permanently  replaced.  At  first,  employers  continued  to  play 
by  the  old  rules,  but  in  the  last  decade,  more  and  more  have 
begun  to  exploit  MacKay  and  are  hiring  permanent  replace- 
ments. 

For  them,  the  incentive  to  bargain  to  avoid  a  strike  is  gone; 
some  even  view  a  strike  as  an  opportunity  to  bust  unions  and 
drive  down  wages  and  benefits. 

H.R.  5  would  reverse  MacKay  and  restore  the  balance 
between  management  and  labor.  As  before,  employers  could 
hire  temporary  replacements  for  strikers,  but  permanent 
replacements  would  again  be  forbidden. 

The  rancorous  strikes  at  Continental,  Greyhound  and 
Eastern  have  shown  us  where  the  return  of  '30s-style, 
kamikaze  labor  relations  leads:  right  into  bankruptcy  court. 
Management  and  labor  wind  up  at  each  other's  throats, 
morale  drops  and  productivity  plummets.  Meanwhile,  our 
competitors  in  Japan  and  Europe— where  the  right  to  strike 
is  still  guaranteed  — laugh  all  the  way  to  the  bank. 

We  cannot  afford  more  of  that  kind  of  economic  strife.  It's 
time  to  restore  the  balance.  Followers  of  Solidarity  knew 
what  they  were  doing  when  they  fought  to  bring  American- 
inspired  labor  and  political 
reforms  to  Poland.  Now 
let's  make  sure  our  own 
workers  enjoy  all  the  rights 
thai  the  people  of  Poland 
found  so  admirable.  Let's 
enact  H.R.  5.  □ 


Rep.  John  Porter,  R-l 


NO 


VETVOICE  1-900-28-VOICE 

To  voice  your  thoughts  on  anything  in  The  American  Legion  magazine,  call 
VETVOICE  1-900-28-VOICE.  You  can  vote  on  current  issues,  receive  a  tally 
that  includes  your  vote,  record  your  opinion,  and  hear  opinions  of  others. 
Calls  cost  $1  per  minute  and  proceeds  support  Legion  programs. 


To  protect  the  interests  of 
striking  workers  and  em- 
ployers alike,  our  labor 
laws  have  maintained  a  clear  distinction 
between  two  types  of  striking  workers: 
those  who  walk  off  their  jobs  due  to  an 
employer's  abusive  labor  practices  (an 
unfair  labor  practices  strike)  and  those 
who  voluntarily  strike  for  higher  pay  or 
increased  benefits  (an  economic  strike). 

For  over  50  years,  the  distinction  between  unfair  labor 
practice  disputes  and  economic  strikes  has  been  considered 
so  essential  to  fair  and  balanced  labor  relations  that,  until 
recently,  it  had  never  been  questioned— even  by  organized 
labor. 

But  a  bill,  H.R.  5,  now  before  Congress  banning  perma- 
nent replacements  would  eliminate  this  distinction,  dismiss 
any  notion  of  equitable  bargaining  terms,  and  grant  unions 
unlimited  leverage  during  strikes. 

Under  the  provisions  of  H.R.  5,  unions  would  no  longer 
have  to  weigh  the  risks  of  job  loss  against  the  reasonableness 
of  their  economic  demand.  Under  this  proposal,  strikers  mak- 
ing any  economic  demand,  no  matter  how  outrageous,  would 
have  the  same  right  to  automatic  reinstatement  after  the  strike 
as  workers  protesting  an  employer's  unfair  labor  practices. 

A  permanent  replacements  ban  would  abolish  the  mutual 
risk  faced  by  opposing  sides  in  an  economic  strike  — an 
important  mutual  risk  which  pressures  both  management 
and  labor  toward  compromise  and  makes  both  sides  think 
twice  about  the  consequences  of  a  strike.  H.R.  5  would 
effectively  eliminate  workers'  risk  during  an  economic  strike 
and  place  all  the  risks  with  employers. 

Two  General  Accounting  Office  reports  have  shown  that 
permanent  replacements  are  used  in  only  15  percent  to  17 
percent  of  strikes,  and  affect  less  than  4  percent  of  all  strik- 
ers. The  infrequency  with  which  employers  have  exercised 
the  option  to  replace  workers  illustrates  the  balance  of 
mutual  risks  under  current  law,  which  helps  bring  unions  and 
management  closer  to  reconciliation. 

Disproportionate  leverage  for  either  management  or  labor 
is  just  bad  public  policy,  and  the  proposed  permanent 

replacements  ban  represents 
an  unjustified  shift  of  power 
to  labor's  side  of  the  bargain- 
ing table.  Strikes  have  always 
been  an  option  of  last  resort. 
If  enacted,  H.R.  5  would 
make  them  the  first.  □ 
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"American  Eagle" 
by  Ronald  Van  Ruyckevelt. 
Proud  Symbol  of  Our  Precious  Heritage. 

The  soaring  spirit  of  America.  Proud.  Determined.  Free.  A 
beacon  of  hope  for  more  than  two  hundred  years.  And 
now,  America's  most  dramatic  symbol  is  the  subject  of  a 
Limited  Edition  Collector  Plate  by  master  artist  Ronald  Van 
Ruyckevelt. 

"American  Eagle"  is  the  first  collector  plate  ever  created  by 
Ronald  Van  Ruyckevelt  and  proudly  bears  his  signature  mark. 
An  exclusive  fine  porcelain  heirloom  plate  hand-numbered  and 
bordered  in  24  karat  gold. 

Priced  at  just  $29.50,  this  collector  plate  will  be  closed  forever 
after  just  45  firing  days.  Available  exclusively  from  The  Franklin 
Mint,  Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  1909 1 • 

Return  Assurance  Policy 
If  you  wish  to  return  any  Franklin  Mint  purchase,  you  may  do 
so  within  30  days  of  your  receipt  of  that  purchase  for 
replacement,  credit  or  refund. 


Plate  shown  smaller  than 
actual  size  of  8"  in  diameter. 


A  Limited  Edition  Collector  Plate. 
Hand-Numbered  and  Bordered  in  24  Karat  Gold. 

Please  mail  by  February  29,  1992. 

The  Franklin  Mint 

Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19091 

Please  enter  my  order  for  American  Eagle  by  Ronald  Van 
Ruyckevelt.  I  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  I  will  be 
billed  $29-50*  when  my  plate  is  shipped.  Limit:  one  plate 
per  collector. 

*P/us  my  state  sales  tax  and  $2. 95 
for  shipping  and  handling. 


SIGNATURE  - 


MR/MRS/MISS- 
ADDRESS   


ALL  ORDERS  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  ACCEPTANCE 

PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY 
 APT.  NO  


CITY/STATE/ZIP 
©1992  FM 
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VA  Hospitals 

Expect  the  House  Committee  on 
Government  Operations  to  blast  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  ( VA)  for 
presiding  over  a  deterioration  of  health 
care  at  the  nation's  veterans  hospitals. 

Its  final  report  will  name  at  least  30 
VA  facilities  (out  of  172  nationwide) 
that  have  had  significant  problems  over 
the  last  three  years.  The  problems 
include  substandard  care,  improperly 
trained  and  inexperienced  physicians, 
inadequate  infection  control  and  lack  of 
supervision  of  residents  and  interns. 

Over  the  last  several  months, 
dramatic  hearings  have  been  conducted 
into  the  quality  of  health  care  at  VA 
medical  centers  (for  details,  see  Vet- 
erans Update,  page  36). 

Targets  Cuba,  Libya 

Washington  pundits  expect  the  White 
House  to  put  Cuba  and  Libya  on  the 
foreign  policy  front  burner  this  year. 

Cuba:  Experts  agree  that  the  bleak 
situation  in  Cuba  could  lead  to  Fidel 
Castro's  downfall  and  a  foreign  policy 
victory  for  the  Bush  administration. 
Even  pro-Castro  activists  admit  that  the 
combination  of  the  U.S.  trade  embargo, 
plus  the  drastic  reduction  in  trade 
between  Cuba  and  the  Soviet  Union 
and  Eastern  Europe,  has  produced  dra- 
matic shortages  of  essential  goods. 
Also,  Cuba's  much-heralded  health  and 
educational  system  is  at  risk. 

Additional  pressure  on  Castro  could 
come  in  the  form  of  congressional  legis- 
lation, with  broad  bipartisan  support, 
designed  to  promote  international 
economic  sanctions  until  free  elections 
are  permitted  on  the  communist  island. 

Libya:  Since  the  indictment  of  two 
Libyan  intelligence  agents  for  the  1988 
bombing  of  Pan  Am  Flight  103  that 
killed  270  people,  pressure  has  been  put 
on  the  Bush  administration  for  retalia- 
tory action.  An  administration  demand 
for  economic  sanctions  on  Libya  is 
likely  to  be  followed  by  intense  dip- 
lomatic pressure  similar  to  that  applied 
against  Iraq  before  the  war  to  liberate 
Kuwait. 

The  administration's  case  against 
Libya  is  being  bolstered  by  Political 
Warfare  newsletter,  a  specialized  publi- 
cation circulated  in  and  out  of  the  U.S. 
intelligence  community.  It  charges  the 
Libyans  murdered  170  people  in  their 
1989  bombing  of  a  French  airliner, 

Washington-based  Cliff  Kincaid  writes 
for  Hu  man  Events  and  other  publications. 
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UTA  Flight  772,  and  how  the  Libyans 
have  a  "still  active  global  network" 
capable  of  further  terrorism. 

Also  in  Politial  Warfare,  former  CIA 
specialist  Wallace  H.  Spaulding  claims 
that  Libya  has  stepped  forward  to  fill 
the  void  left  by  a  Soviet  cutback  in 
support  of  international  terrorism. 
However,  French  terrorism  expert 
Xavier  Raufer  predicts  that  Syrian- 
linked  terrorist  groups  will  remain 
silent  until  spring  because  Syria  wants 
to  see  what  it  can  get  out  of  the  Middle 
East  peace  process. 

Another  Willie  Horton 

In  a  replay  of  the  bitter  debate  over 
last  year's  crime  bill  that  died  in  the 
Senate,  Democrats  and  Republicans 
are  planning  high-powered  campaigns 
accusing  each  other  of  being  "soft  on 
crime."  The  issue,  always  volatile  in  an 
election  year,  promises  to  have 
dramatic  fallout  as  the  presidential 
campaign  gets  in  full  swing. 

The  lines  are  drawn:  President  Bush 
and  congressional  Republicans  will 
once  again  push  for  limits  on  appeals  by 
criminals,  especially  convicted  killers 
who  sit  on  death  row  for  eight  years  or 
more. 

Democrats  will  propose  a  national 
waiting  period  for  handgun  purchases, 
a  law  backed  by  many  chiefs  of  police, 
and  more  money  for  local  police. 


Meanwhle,  the  search  is  on  for 
another  Willie  Horton,  the  convicted 
killer  whose  furlough  from  a  Mas- 
sachusetts prison  helped  sink  former 
Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis' 
1988  presidential  campaign. 

To  avoid  any  surprises,  both  political 
parties  have  planned  to  thoroughly 
investigate  how  the  criminal  justice 
system  has  worked  at  all  levels  of  gov- 
ernment. President  Bush  will  be  held 
accountable  for  any  lapses  in  the  fed- 
eral prison  system.  Democratic  gover- 
nors running  for  President  will  be 
blamed  for  failures  in  their  state  penal 
systems,  and  for  any  stand  against  the 
death  penalty. 

KGB's  Oswald  File 

Congressional  studies  and  investiga- 
tions are  commonplace  on  Capitol  Hill, 
but  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  any 
enthusiasm  for  yet  another  examination 
of  the  Kennedy  assassination.  This  is 
apparently  so,  even  though  the  28th 
anniversary  of  the  murder  and  Oliver 
Stone's  film,  JFK,  reignited  national 
interest  in  the  case  late  last  year. 

While  some  conspiracy  theorists 
accuse  elements  of  the  U.S.  government 
of  having  a  role  in  the  assassination, 
others  believe  assassin  Lee  Harvey 
Oswald  had  Soviet  or  Cuban  ties  and 
may  have  been  a  communist  operative. 

Unfortunately,  new  Soviet  KGB 
chief  Vadim  Bakatin  is  still  reluctant  to 
grant  full  access  to  his  agency's 
archives  to  determine  if  Oswald  had  a 
Soviet  connection.  When  Bakatin  took 
over  the  KGB  in  the  wake  of  last  year's 
failed  Soviet  coup,  there  was  hope  he 
would  open  up  the  agency's  records  to 
unprecedented  scrutiny. 

In  a  bold  move,  he  opened  the 
KGB's  Oswald  file  to  ABC's  Nightline 
but  access  was  quickly  withdrawn  after 
ABC  got  only  a  glimpse  of  it.  ABC 
blamed  the  turnaround  on  KGB  hard- 
liners upset  about  the  precedent  of 
opening  up  the  records.  Another  expla- 
nation was  that  there  was  something  in 
the  massive  file  the  KGB  didn't  want 
Nightline  to  see. 

Based  on  its  cursory  examination, 
Nightline  drew  sweeping  conclusions 
exonerating  the  KGB  of  any  relation- 
ship with  Oswald.  The  KGB's  failure  to 
resolve  the  Oswald  problem  suggests  it 
will  not  open  its  records  for  answers  to 
other  lingering  questions.  Was  the  plot 
to  kill  Pope  John  Paul  II  hatched  by 
Moscow?  Has  the  CIA  itself  been  pene- 
trated by  a  Soviet  mole?  □ 
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SAVE! 


Due  to  the  soaring  cost  of  GENUINE  |\j  oW 


LEATHER,  we  cannot  hold  this 
price  much  longer.  Order  now! 


Only 


99 

2  For 
$58.00 


MEN'S 


STROLLERS 

Cross-section  view 
Stitched-out  Padded 
construction  wi<K3*2^»^—-fC/^l  collar 


GENUINE  LEATHER 


■  Rich,  hand-rubbed  leather  uppers  ■  Easy-walking  VIBRAM®  soles 
■  Top-dollar  quality ...  at  an  incredible  low  price! 

Unbelievable  but  true  .  .  .  Genuine  "Rock  Rivers"  are  now  only 
$29.99  a  pair!  This  handsome,  rugged  style  is  the  ultimate  in 
all-day  comfort .  .  .  the  perfect  town  and  country  shoe.  It  cradles 
your  foot  for  walking  ease  .  .  .  flexes  and  bends  with  every  step 
.  .  .  stands  up  to  lots  of  active  wear. 

Uppers  are  lustrous  Walnut  Brown  genuine  leather.  Shock- 
absorbent  Vibram®  soles  are  ribbed  to  give  you  a  sure  footing 
on  just  about  any  surface.  Many  comfort  features  throughout, 
padded  orange  cup  contoured  heel  seat,  including  the  raised 
box  toe  and  a  pigskin-lined  padded  tongue.  Men's  Whole/Half 
Sizes  7V2-11;  also  12,  13.  Widths  Med.  (D/E)  or  Wide  (EE/EEE). 
M306407B— Brown;  was  $*fc«a  pair  SALE  $29.99 

MOST  COMFORTABLE  SHOE  YOU'VE  EVER  OWNED— 

OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK  You  be  the  judge.  If  not  100%  MATURE 

delighted  with  your  "Rock  Rivers",  simply  return  for  full  WISDOM® 

refund  of  purchase  price  (except  ship.  &  hdlg.).  Our  policy 

is  to  process  all  orders  promptly.  We  charge  your  credit    Hanover,  PA 

card  only  when  order  is  shipped.  Shipment  guaranteed  17333-0029 

within  60  days. 


Don't  be  fooled,  insist  on  the  real  thing — 
Rock  Rivers.  Quality  a  man  can  afford — 
Why  pay  the  wallet-busting  price  of  $90.00 
for  the  super-expensive  "other  brand"! 

■ 


 SATISFACTION  GUAR ANTEED-M AIL  TODAY!  

MATURE  WISDOM®,  Dept.  CSM-6466,  Hanover.  PA  17333-0029 

YES.  Kindly  rush  pairs  of  Genuine  Leather  "Rock  River" 

Strollers  (M306407B)  as  indicated  below:  (Brown  only.) 

 /    /  


Size  Width  Size  Width 

□  One  pair  for  only  $29.99  plus  $3.90  shipping  &  handling. 

□  Save  More!  2  prs.  only  $58.00  plus  $6.90  shipping  &  handling. 

Enclosed  is  $  (CA,  NV  residents  add  sales  tax) 

CHARGE  TO  MY:  □  MasterCard    □  VISA 

□  Discover  Card    □  American  Express 


Acct.  No  

Print  Name. 

Address  

City  


.Exp.  Date. 


_State/Zip_ 


H.D.,  Inc.,  1992 
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mm  l»|  IX  HUNDRED  and  fifty 

m.        veterans  are  listening  to 
I    I  this  article  as  you  read  it. 
\mm  They  are  blind  or  hand- 
icapped  veterans  who  sub- 
W  scribe  to  The  Talking 
|  American  Legion  Maga- 
*        zine,  a  two-hour  cassette 
nrifl  recording  of  the  major 
articles  and  Legion  news  published 
monthly  in  this  magazine.  "I  especially 
liked  hearing  the  articles  in  the 
WWII  issue,"  says  James  L.  Strain, 
a  survivor  of  the  Bataan  Death 
March  in  the  Philippines.  "  I  am 
saving  that  tape  for  my  family." 

Strain,  a  long-time  subscriber  of 
the  talking  magazine  and  member  of 
Post  303,  El  Cajon,  Calif.,  lost  his 
eyesight  because  of  optic  nerve 
atrophy  while  he  was  a  POW. 

Visually  impaired  or  handicapped 
veterans,  members  of  The  American 
Legion,  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  or  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  are  eligible  to  receive  the 
talking  magazine  without  cost. 

To  begin  receiving  the  cassette 
recording  of  the  monthly  Legion 
magazine,  veterans  must  be  enrolled 
in  the  Talking  Books  program  of  the 
National  Library  Service  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped. 
Since  magazine  cassettes  are 
recorded  at  15/16  ips  (inches  per 
second)  — the  standard  speed  of 
National  Library  Service  tapes— a 
special  tape  player  is  needed.  The 
tape  player  is  free  on  loan  from  the 
library.  All  that's  required  is  enrollees 
use  the  library's  Talking  Books  mate- 
rial at  least  once  a  year. 

The  Talking  American  Legion 
Magazine,  produced  by  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky. ,  features  narrators  Bruce 
Huntey  and  Madelyn  Buzzard.  Male 
and  female  voices  narrate  articles, 
offering  a  change  of  pace  for  listeners. 

Huntey,  who  was  selected  the  1991 
Narrator  of  the  Year  by  the  National 
Foundation   for  the   Blind,  likes 


Blind  veterans 
can  listen  to 
The  American  Legion 
magazine  articles 

recorded  on 
special  cassettes. 


THE  VOICES  —  Madeyln  Buzzard  and  Bruce 
Huntey  alternate  recording  magazine  articles 
to  provide  a  change  of  pace  for  listeners. 


recording  the  Legion  magazine  because 
it  helps  him  to  keep  informed  on  issues. 
"It  makes  me  feel  good  knowing  that  I 
am  providing  a  service  for  those  who 
gave  so  much  in  the  defense  of  our 
country,"  said  Buzzard. 

And  the  veterans  who  receive  the 
tapes  appreciate  the  efforts  of  Huntey, 
Buzzard  and  The  American  Legion. 
"Being  able  to  get  and  listen  to  it  right 
away  instead  of  trying  to  find  someone 
to  read  it  to  me,  means  a  lot,"  says 
Richard  S.  Ehuler,  a  Vietnam  veteran 


from  Boise,  Idaho.  "The  quality  of  the 
tapes  is  great.  I  listen  to  the  whole 
thing.  I  especially  liked  the  article  on 
what  papers  you  need  to  keep  ['Paper 
Chase,'  October]."  Ehuler  has  been 
blind  since  January  1969,  when  a  Viet 
Cong  unit  surrounded  his  six-man, 
long-range  recon  team,  wounding  him 
and  killing  three  of  his  buddies. 

Keeping  current  on  the  veteran's 
community  is  important  to  Legionnaire 
Allen  E.  Anderson,  a  WWII  veteran 
and  member  of  Post  209,  Akron, 
Ohio.  Would  he  recommend  The 
Talking  American  Legion  Magazine 
to  others?  "Absolutely,"  he  says. 
"You  can  sit  back,  push  a  button" 
and  relax  and  listen." 

Jerome  L.  Lyman  of  Coon 
Rapids,  Minn. ,  feels  the  addition  of 
tone  indexing  on  the  tapes  is  an 
improvement.  At  the  beginning  of 
each  tape,  the  narrator  lists  the  table 
of  contents— all  the  articles  on  the 
tape.  A  tone  indicates  the  beginning 
of  each  article,  allowing  listeners  to 
fast-forward  through  the  tones  to 
reach  what  they  want  to  hear  first. 

"I'm  sure  that  people  out  there 
enjoy  it  as  much  as  I  do,"  says 
Lyman,  a  Korean  War  veteran  and 
member  of  Post  334.  "Even  though  I 
use  tone  indexing,  most  of  the  time  I 
put  it  on  and  listen  to  all  the  articles 
on  the  tape."  Lyman  only  had  vision 
in  one  eye  when  he  was  drafted.  He 
lost  the  sight  in  his  other  eye  in  1970. 
Although  he  is  grateful  to  the  Legion 
for  the  talking  magazine,  he  still 
misses  looking  at  the  ads  in  the  printed 
magazine. 

Any  visually  impaired  or  hand- 
icapped veteran  who  would  like  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  ad-free  talking  magazine 
should  write  to  Talking  American 
Legion  Magazine,  The  American 
Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis, 
IN  46206.  An  information  packet  that 
includes  enrollment  forms  for  the 
talking  magazine  and  the  National 
Library  Service's  Talking  Book  pro- 
gram will  be  provided.  □ 
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Genuine  Suede  Leather 
DRIVING  MOCCASINS 

the  shoe  that   -mmmm 

Velvety  soft  and  comfy 
make  them  ideal  for  out- 
doors and  driving.  These 
classic  European  styled 
moccasins  have  "comfort 
buttons"  on  both  sole  and 
heel  to  gently  cushion  your  every  step.  The 
comfort  PVC  buttons  also  protect  the 
suede  leather  from  wear  and  tear.  Light- 
weight. Mens'  sizes  7-12.  Womens'  sizes  6-10.  Great  shoes  when  relaxing 
around  your  house  or  anytime.  Please  specify  size. 

Moccasin  Leather  Shoes  only  $995 


7     •  •       V*  »  •* 

••-V  •  •  •  • 


Why  pay  $79.95? 


SHUR  WIPERS 

Guaranteed  to  take  on 
the  severest  weather 

•  Hail*  Snow  Ice*  Rain 


Our  multi-angled  blade  is 
made  of  durable  rubber 
to  resist  the  wear  and 
tear  of  our  harsh 
winters.  Comes  in 
2  easily  adjust- 
able sizes. 


Less  than 

*25e9 
Sold  In 
Pairs 


Works 
similar  to 
wipers  sold 
ronTVfor  $19.95. 
This  wiper  could 
outlast  your  car! 


Dual  action 
wipers  give  better 
vision  for  a  safer  ride. 

Shur  Wipers  have  3  wiping  blades 
that  clean  your  windshield  in  each 
direction.  Blade  1  removes  snow, 
rain,  etc.  Blade  2  removes  stubborn 
bugs  and  dirt.  Blade  3  is  a  squee- 
gee blade  leaving  your  windshield 
spotless.  Easy  to  install.  Snap  into 
your  car's  pre-installed  holders. 
Please  indicate  the  make  of  your  car. 


Shur  Wipers  1  pair  only  $495  /  2  pairs  only  $895 


NOSE  &  EAR  TRIMMER 

For  small  and  delicate  places 

Our  cordless  precision  trimmer  is  perfect  for 
removing  hair  from  your  nose,  eyebrows^ggjlky 

and  ears  safely,  painlessly  and, 
quickly.  It's  safer  than  a  scis^ 
sor  and  it  really  works. 


WHY  PAY  FOB 


The 
Personal 
Trimmer 

Guard  protects  the  steel 
cutting  blades  assuring  that  no 
moving  parts  come  in  contact  with  your 
tender  skin  while  its  high  speed  action  is  powered  by  1  AA  battery  (not  In- 
cluded). Safe  to  use  even  without  mirror.  Approximately  6"  long. 

Personal  Trimmer  was  $7.95  -  now  only  $595 


UNIVERSAL 

BOX  J  CABLE  47  CHANNEL 
CONVERTER 

DOES  IT  ALL 
IN  MINUTES 


Imagine!  Now  you  can 
have  cable  TV  without 
the  monthly  cable  box 
rental  cost.  That's  right! 


Our  47  channel  cable  TV  converter  can  easily  be 
hooked  up  in  seconds.  Result  -  you  get  47  channels  that  are  normally  broad- 
cast only  by  the  cable  companies.  Measures  just  7"  x  3". 

47  Channel  Cable  Converter  was  $35.95  -  now  $19  95 


(FM)  SHORT  WAVE  RADIO 

WORLD  BROADCAST 

Listen  to  World  News  before  Newspapers 
Listen  to  Music  -  Why  pay  $300.00? 

7  SHORT  WAVE  BANDS 
1  Long  Wave  Band 
AM  Band  •  FM  Band 
World  Time  Zone  Map 

For  the  price  of  an  ordinary 
radio  you  can  now  listen  not 
only  to  your  local  stations,  but 
also  France,  London,  Moscow, 
Middle  East,  you  name  it,  as 
well  as  other  regions  of  the  U.S.A. 

fits  in  the  palm  of  your  hand!  10  Band  Radio  only  $2995 
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Limited 
Edition 

WORLD 
WAR  II 

Knife  & 
Buckle 

Layered  in  24K  Gold 
Each  Numbered 
and  Registered 
WWII  Knife 

Buckle  only  $1000each 


On  this,  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  WWII 
we  are  remembering  those 
who  fought  valiantly.  A  certifi- 
cate of  authenticity  accom- 
panies each  finely  crafted  knife 
and  belt  buckle.  Once  the  edition 
is  sold  out  the  dies  will  be 
destroyed.  Knife  7V2"  long /Buckle 
31/2"  x  2V<". 


Something 
proud  to 
wear  & 
carry 


Great 

Gift 

Idea! 


STEAM  AWAY  WRINKLES  /  DEFEND 


Safe  for  all  fabrics! 

No  ironing  board  needed. 


At  last  ironing  is  fast  and  easy.  Simply  leave  clothes 
hanging  up,  or  if  you  prefer,  lay  clothes  flat.  All 
you  do  is  point  and  spray.  Presto!  Wrinkles 

instantly  disappear.  Pro- 


YOURSELF 


SNUB  NOSE 
REVOLVER 


fessionally  presses 
curtains  while  they 
are  still  hanging. 


with 
TEAR  GAS 
or  BLANKS 


No  Federal  License 
or  Gun  Permit  Needed! 

Feel  completely  safe  and  secure  wherever  you  go.  Yes! 
In  just  seconds  you  can  immediately  disable  any  attackers. 
Because  now  you  are  armed  with  the  most  effective  .22  calibre 
non-lethal  tear-gas  handgun  ever  devised.  Each  shot  sounds 
so  real  that  the  intruder  will  be  easily  scared  away  -  and  well  he 
should  be!  But  the  best  part  is  that  you  do  not  need  a  federal  fire- 
Never  scorches,  burns  or  shines  /     afms  license  or  gun  permit  to  own  or  carry  these  personal  protective 
your  most  delicate  fabrics  -  even  /     weapons.  So  now  you  can  walk  without  fear.  Our  snub  nose  revolver  is 
silk  or  lingerie  are  safe.         /     the  famous  Vanguard  model  8-shot  side  loading  cylinder.  So  don't  take 
Steam  Away  Wrinkles  /     crime  lying  down.  Fight  Back  and  Win! 

wa<s<S1QQ«;no«i$Q95/       10TEARGAS  $Q95      100  EXTRA-LOUD  $4  f|95     8  SHOT  SNUB  $OQ95 

was*i».s&now  3  /      cartridges  O      .22blanks        III      nose  only  £o 


Deer  Creek  Products,  Inc.,  Dept.  M233 
|  3038  N.W.  25th Ave.,  Pompano  Bch.,  FL 33069 
Please  send  me  the  following  products.  All  orders 
come  with  a  30-day  money  back  guarantee. 

Qty.  Price  Total 

□  Moccasin  Leather  Shoes   9.95   

□  Mens'  size  □  Women's  size  

□  Shur  Wipers  □  1  pr.  4.95  □  2  pr.8.95  

Make  of  car  

□  Personal  Trimmer    5.95  

□  47  Channel  Converter    1 9.95  

□  10  Band  Radio    29  95   

□  WWII  Belt  Buckle  __  10.00 

□  WWII  Knife    10.00  

□  Steam  Away  Wrinkles    9.95  

□  8  Shot  Snub  Nose    29.95   

□  TearGas$8.95  □  Blanks$10.95   

Shipping  &  Handling  charges  add  $1.00 

Total   

Name   

Address   

City  

State   


Zip 


By  Jay  Stuller 


nT'S  A  morning  ritual  for 
roughly  90  percent  of 
American  men  over  the 
age  of  15,  a  seemingly 
simple  and  common  act  of 
scraping  0.015  of  an  inch 
of  hair  off  one's  face.  But 
as  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
noted  in  1777,  "Of  a 
thousand  shavers,  two  do  not 
shave  so  much  alike  as  not  to  be 
distinguished."  Today  we  can  do 
it  with  instruments  that  the  fer- 
tile-minded Johnson  couldn't 
even  imagine. 

Consider  the  Sensor,  the  latest 
weapon  in  the  war  against 
whiskers.  Developed  over 
13  years  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $200  million  for 
research,  engineering  and 
tooling,  Gillette's  new 
product  holds  18  patents, 
with  four  more  pending.  A  car- 
tridge-type razor,  it  has  two, 
spring-mounted  blades,  which 
allows  each  to  act  almost  like 
independent  shock  absorbers  as 
they  move  across  the  contours  of 
a  man's  face. 

With  advertising  costs  tossed 
in,  Gillette's  $3.75  Sensor  is  a 
$300  million  gamble.  A  gamble 
to  draw  men  away  from  other 
razors,  if  not  electric  shavers. 

The  latter  is  unlikely,  because 
each  man's  preferred  instrument 
and  style  of  shaving  is  a  habit  tougher  to 
break  than  nicotine.  According  to  Gil- 
lette research,  men  often  keep  razors 
for  as  long  as  seven  to  10  years.  "A 
razor  is  a  very  personal  possession,  one 
of  the  few  toiletry  products  they  own 

Jay  Stuller  is  a  free-lance  writer  who 
covers  a  variety  of  topics. 


The  Germans  take 
longer.  The  French 
use  more  creams. 
And  your  shave 
probably  isn't 
close  enough. 
•••«•••««»#•««•« 


that  are  exclusively  their  own,"  said 
Sharon  Keith,  the  company's  vice  pres- 
ident of  marketing  research. 

The  question  is:  Are  American  men 
giving  themselves  a  great  shave?  Well, 
most  guys  may  be  habitually  happy 
with  what  they're  now  doing.  But  the 
answer  is,  "probably  not." 

Those  meticulous  Germans,  for 


example,  take  longer  in  shaving  and 
thus  get  better  results  than  Americans. 
The  French  use  far  more  shaving 
creams  and  moisturizers,  and  come 
away  from  a  shave  with  softer, 
smoother  skin.  In  any  event,  for  the  un- 
bearded, a  considerable  amount  of  time 
is  spent  shaving. 

Indeed,   the  average  American 
spends  about  60  hours  a  year  mowing 
those  15,000  to  30,000  whiskers, 
which  in  a  typical  lifetime  adds  up  to 
3,300  hours,  or  138  days.  Accord- 
ing to  a  study  at  a  computerized 
Schick  shaving  lab,  the  average 
shaver  uses  between  100  and  600 
strokes  to  do  the  job.  With  about 
700  to  800  hairs  per  square  inch, 
it  takes  16  years  worth  of  clip- 
pings to  weigh  a  pound. 

Don't  think  shaving  is  a  new 
notion;  despite  the  hairy  mugs  in 
Civil  War  photos,  this  was  but  a 
fashion  of  the  times.  Archaeolog- 
ical evidence  makes  it  clear  that 
Egyptians  were  clean  shaven- 
face  and  skull.  During  these 
times,  hair  was  a  distinct  liability 
for  a  soldier.  A  bas-relief  from 
Egypt's  First  Dynasty  shows 
fabled  King  Narmer  defeating  an 
enemy,  with  a  good  grip  on  the 
foe's  long  hair. 

The  first  razors  were  surely 
made  of  flint,  the  same  material 
used  for  knives  and  other  tools. 
But  the  Egyptians  developed  cop- 
per blades,  which  dulled  quicker 
than  flint  but  provided  a  smoother 
shave.  They  even  developed  a 
rotating  design,  with  a  handle  that  pro- 
jected at  a  right  angle  from  the  blade, 
which  for  a  thousand  years,  was  the 
Sensor  of  its  time. 

During  Roman  times,  only  the  wealthy 
shaved,  and  medieval  Europe  was  a  fairly 
hairy  period.  But  improvements  in 
armor  used  in  the  Crusades  also  led  to 
Please  turn  page 
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See  The  Legendary  Master 
Of  Musical  Comedy  On  Your  Own 
Side-Splitting  Home  Video! 


Now,  you  can  bring  the  clas- 
sic King  of  Musical  Comedy 
right  into  your  own  living  room 
or  den  for  an  evening  of 
unforgettable  humor  and 
entertainment! 

You'll  laugh  till  you  ache 
watching  the  unsurpassed 
"Great  Dane"  perform  his 
incredibly  funny  brand  of  quips 
and  one-liners  coupled  with 
brilliantly  virtuoso  piano  solos. 


VICTOR 


NOW  $ 

ONLY 


9 


"THE  WORLD'S  FUNNIEST  MAN" 

A  riot  of  laughs  for  the  whole 
family,  this  original  45  minute 
show  is  chock-full  of  the  unique 
comedy  routines  that  have  made 
this  comical  genius  a  legend  in 
his  own  time.  Famed  for  com- 
bining comedy  with  piano  music, 
Copenhagen-born  Borge  still 
holds  the  record  for  the  most 
one-man  shows  on  Broadway  — 
849! 

See  this  fabulous  showman 
who's  been  called  "the  world's 
funniest  man"  perform  outrage- 


ously, hilarious  stand-ups  of  the 
world's  greatest  composers  be- 
fore a  live  audience,  then  thrill 
you  with  magnificent  renditions 
of  your  most  beloved  melodies 
by  the  likes  of  Tchaikovsky, 
Chopin  and  Debussy.  In  one 
unforgettable  comedy  routine, 
Borge  turns  a  medley  of  popular 


melodies  into  a  stunning  mus- 
ical feat  of  hilariously  mixed-up 
tunes.  And  just  when  you  think 
your  sides  will  split  from 
laughter,  he  tops  that  by  playing 
a  melody  "upside  down"  until  he 
discovers  he's  reading  the  music 
from  an  inverted  sheet! 

PAY  HALF 
WHAT  OTHERS  CHARGE! 

You've  seen  original  Victor 
Borge  shows  advertised  on  TV 
for  $19.95.  Now,  the  original 
Victor  Borge  "Comedy  In  Music" 
video  is  available  to  you  at  the 
incredible  low  price  of  only 
$9.95!  Why  pay  twice  as  much 
when  you  can  get  the  same  out- 


BORGE 


rageously  funny  entertainer  at  a 
fraction  of  the  price! 

A  TREASURE  FOR 
THE  WHOLE  FAMILY 

The  Victor  Borge  video  is 
guaranteed  to  become  the  most 
treasured  item  in  your  family's 
video  library  and  a  valuable 
future  collector's  item.  You  just 
don't  see  this  wonderful  brand 
of  wholesome  humor  and  bril- 
liant entertainment  on  TV  any- 
more! The  next  time  you  need 
laughter  in  your  life,  just  reach 
for  the  Victor  Borge  Video! 


EACH 


Allow  up  to  60  days  for  shipment. 


1991,  (2630) 


RESPOND  BEFORE  MAR.  20TH  FOR  THIS  UNIQUE  VIDEO  OFFER! 

YES!  Please  rush  me  the  following  VICTOR  BORGE  Video  Cassette(s). 

□  One  VICTOR  BORGE  Video  Cassette  for  $9.95  plus  $3  S&H. 

□  Two  for  just  $18.90  plus  $4  S&H. 

□  Three  for  just  $27.95  plus  $5  S&H. 

Enclosed  $  .  VA  residents  add  sales  tax. 

Payment  method:  (Check  one) 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  □  VISA  □  MasterCard  □  Amex 

□  Diners  □  Discover  □  Carte  Blanch 


Card# 


Expires 


Print  Name 
Address  


Apt. 


State 


Zip 


City  

Mail  To:  TeleBrands,  Dept.  VB4498,  One  American  Way,  Roanoke,  VA  24016 


Chiropractic 
can  straighten  out 
your  entire  life! 

f^hiropractic  is  well-known 
^-'for  its  ability  to  dramatically 
relieve  pain  caused  by  misalign- 
ment of  the  neck  and  spine.  It  is 
a  safe,  non-surgical,  and  time- 
proven  approach  to  correcting 
injury  or  chronic  conditions  that 
are  often  unresponsive  to  tradi- 
tional medical  treatment. 

But  chiropractic  can  also 
improve  the  overall  quality  of 
your  life.  There  are  personal- 
ized programs  for  weight  loss, 
stress  management,  insomnia, 
fatigue,  nutrition,  headaches, 
and  many  other  nagging  con- 
ditions that  rob  you  of  your 
youth  and  vitality. 

So  take  control  of  your 
health  today!  To  be  electronical- 
ly connected  to  a  participating 
chiropractic  physician  nearest 
you,  simply  call  the  toll-free 
number  below. 


1-800-756-PAIN 

( I  -800-756-7246) 
Copyright  1991,  Advanced  Media  Access 


better  shaving  instruments.  Because 
barbers  also  practiced  medicine— with 
barbaric  blood-letting— the  profession 
earned  a  deservedly  poor  reputation. 
By  the  late  18th  century,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Industrial  Age,  satirical  car- 
toons depicted  large  shaving  machines 
that  could  handle  the  whiskers  of  60 
men  at  a  time. 

The  first  crude  "safety  razor,"  which 
wasn't  that  safe,  was  introduced  around 
1 760 .  Clumsy  to  use,  it  led  to  many  cuts 
and  considerable  bloodshed.  During 
the  next  century,  the  design  was 
improved,  although  many  men  con- 
tinued to  use  the  venerable  straight 
razor  into  the  1900s— mainly  so  they 
could  keep  a  sturdy  stropping  belt  in  the 
house  to  punish  unruly  children. 

A  man  named  King  Gillette  developed 
the  first  true  safety  razor  and  introduced 
it  in  1903.  A  razor  and  20  blades  cost 
$5,  at  the  time  a  magnificent  sum.  Con- 
sequently, that  first  year  he  sold  only  5 1 
razor  sets  and  168  blades.  But  Gillette's 
invention  became  more  popular  during 
the  next  two  years.  To  compete,  Col. 
Jacob  Schick  used  his  knowledge  of  the 
repeating  Army  rifle  to  develop  a  rapid- 
fire  injector  razor.  The  innovation  saved 
many  men  from  sliced  fingers  during 
blade  changes. 

As  electric  razors  cut  into  the  conven- 
tional blade  market,  the  blade  folks 
continually  developed  improvements. 
After  the  double-edged  safety  razor 
came  the  twin  blade— such  as  Gillette's 
Trac-II,  Atra  and  Schick's  Ultrex. 
These  are  based  on  a  principle  called 
hysteresis.  When  a  whisker  is  being  cut 
by  the  first  blade,  the  hair  is  slightly 
lifted  from  its  follicle,  allowing  the 
second  blade  to  nip  it  even  closer  to  the 
skin. 

Then  came  pivoting  heads  and  dis- 
posable razors.  In  fact,  for  all  its 
technological  wonder,  Gillette's  Sensor 
is  a  throwback.  "Shaving  systems"  — 
considered  so,  because  the  user  keeps 
the  razor  and  replaces  the  blades— have 
been  losing  ground  to  disposables. 

Don't  think  this  corporation  has  nos- 
talgic motives;  Gillette  makes  about  8 
cents  to  10  cents  gross  profit  on  a  dis- 
posable. It  makes  25  cents  to  30  cents 
per  cartridge  refill  on  its  Atra  and  Trac 
II  system  shavers.  Charging  $3.79  per 
five-pack  of  Sensor  cartridges— or  25 
percent  more  than  its  other  systems- 
Gillette  is  still  only  making  8  cents  per 
Sensor  cartridge,  mainly  because  of 
heavy  development  and  advertising 
costs.  Still,  it  appears  to  be  a  hit  with 
consumers. 
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ILLETTE  mokes 
three  times  more 
profit  on  its 
refills  thon  on 
its  disposoble 


I  rozors. 


But  does  it  provide  a  great  shave?  Not 
as  good  as  it  could  if  one  doesn't  take 
the  time  and  effort.  For  one  thing,  a 
man  shouldn't  shave  upon  first  rising. 
According  to  Schick  researchers,  it 
takes  a  good  10  minutes  for  body  fluids 
that  have  gathered  in  the  face  during 
sleep  to  redistribute  throughout  the 
body. 

A  fellow  should  then  wash  his  face  in 
warm  soapy  water;  the  warmth  causes 
the  facial  hairs  to  expand,  so  that 
they're  softer  and  easier  to  cut,  while 
the  soap  gets  rid  of  grease  and  oils  that 
hamper  a  good  shave.  Next,  rinsing  and 
patting  the  face  dry  gets  rid  of  dead  skin 
tissue. 

If  there's  time  before  work,  of 
course,  lather  the  face  and  let  it  stand 
for  a  good  two  minutes.  Any  good 
shave  cream  or  soap  will  do.  Then,  start 
cutting,  with  short,  brisk-but-gentle 
strokes.  Schick  recommends  shaving 
the  sides  of  the  face  first,  before  moving 
to  the  upper  lip  and  chin.  This  gives  the 
moisture  in  the  cream  more  time  to 
soften  the  toughest  whiskers. 

Barber  college  professors  also  rec- 
ommend shaving  across  the  beard's 
grain.  Going  against  the  grain  is  too 
rough  on  the  skin,  except  for  the  thin- 
nest beard;  going  with  the  grain  doesn't 
provide  quite  as  close  a  shave  as  possi- 
ble. 

Finally,  one  should  rinse  with  cold 
water,  which  helps  to  close  pores.  Slap- 
ping on  aftershave  lotion  doesn't  just 
make  you  smell  good,  it  prevents  infec- 
tion. 

How  often  should  one  change 
blades?  Some  experts  say  every  three  to 
four  shaves.  But  some  of  us— aware  of 
the  price  of  something  like  a  Sensor 
cartridge  — squeeze  out  10,  20  or  more. 
Alas,  we  probably  look  like  it,  too. 

It' s  clear  that  a  couple  days  of  stubble 
can  make  even  the  most  polished  man 
look  like  a  bum.  And  as  the  old  adver- 
tisement said,  a  good  shave  makes  you 
look  sharp  —  and  feel  sharp.  D 
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PROUD  SALUTE — "We  don't  baby  people, "  says  Ken  Smith  (right)  at  the  New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  in  Boston. 
With  former  Marine  Lathon  Downing,  he  leads  a  salute  in  memory  of  local  men  killed  in  Vietnam. 


AMERICA'S 


MELESS  VETERAN 


NE  THING  just  led  to  another,  Mike  Neely  says  when  asked  to  explain  why  he  spent  two 
years  living  on  the  streets  of  downtown  Los  Angeles.  A  Marine  with  13  months  of  Vietnam 
combat  experience  behind  him,  Neely  returned  home  bringing  with  him  a  problem  with 
drugs  and  alcohol.  "I  lost  my  family  and  my  job,"  Neely  relates.  "I  ended  up  sleeping  in  a 
park  near  City  Hall."  □  Then  there's  Ralph  C,  a  57-year-old  Navy  veteran  who  served 
in  the  Philippines  and  Japan  during  the  Korean  War.  Ask  Ralph  how  he  became  home- 
less 30  years  ago  and  he  says:  "The  first  two  or  three  days,  you  think  it  will  be  tempor- 
ary. It  becomes  a  couple  of  weeks,  a  couple  of  months,  then  years  and  you  are  there,"  he  shrugs. 
□  Can't  he  work?  Ralph  does  work.  By  Robert  McGarvey 
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ONE  IN  THREE— Homeless  may  number 
from  one  half-million  to  3  million,  but  all 
estimates  agree  veterans  are  30  percent 
of  them. 


He  refuses  welfare  and  won't 
panhandle  as  a  matter  of  pride,  so  he 
makes  do  for  himself  and  his  two  dogs 
by  handling  odd  jobs  for  the  merchants 
near  the  midtown  Los  Angeles  parking 
lot  he  calls  home. 

Across  the  nation,  there  are  many 
more  Mikes  and  Ralphs  who  live  in  big 
cities.  Los  Angeles,  by  most  reckon- 
ings, has  the  nation's  largest  homeless 
population,  but  New  York  isn't  far 
behind,  and  Chicago,  Boston  and  the 
others  all  claim  their  share.  Small  cities 
and  towns  also  have  their  homeless  and 
if  you  look  hard  enough,  "you'll  find 
thousands  of  homeless  out  in  the 
bushes"  of  rural  America,"  says  Neely, 
who  ended  his  own  homelessness  five 
years  ago  and  now  is  executive  director 
of  the  Homeless  Outreach  Project 
(HOP)  in  Los  Angeles. 

There  are  so  many  homeless  that  the 
streets  of  America  last  year  claimed 
more  lives  of  veterans  than  Desert 
Storm  combat  did.  "In  Boston  alone,  1 6 
homeless  veterans  froze  to  death  last 
winter,"  says  Ken  Smith,  a  former 
Army  medic  in  Vietnam  who  is  execu- 
tive director  of  the  New  England 

Robert  McGarvey,  author,  editor  and 
veteran  journalist,  is  a  free-lance  writer 
based  in  Venice,  Calif. 


Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans. 
"Nationwide,  maybe  1,000  veterans 
died  homeless,  cold  and  alone.  To  me, 
that  is  very  wrong,"  says  Smith. 

The  Homeless:  How  Many? 

Just  how  big  is  the  problem?  Guesses 
range  from  the  Urban  Institute's  1988 
estimate  of  500,000  to  600,000  home- 


PANHANDLERS 

Buy  Them  Food  But 
Don 't  Give  Them  Money 

WALK  the  streets  of  any  big 
city  and  many  smaller  ones 
and  you  will  not  go  far  without 
being  asked  for  spare  change. 
Should  you  give?  There  are  as 
many  takes  on  this  question  as 
there  are  experts  on  homelessness, 
but  Ken  Smith's  voice  comes 
through  especially  loud  and  clear. 

Smith,  executive  director  of  the 
New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless 
Veterans  in  Boston,  says,  "Don't 
give  money  to  people  on  the  street. 
And  he  proceeded  to  tell  a  story  to 
illustrate  his  point. 

In  1988  a  41-year-old  former 
Marine  named  Larry,  a  Vietnam 
veteran,  became  homeless.  He  had 
an  alcohol  problem;  he  panhandled 
and  people  gave  him  money.  In  late 
Please  turn  to  page  49 


less  all  the  way  up  to  3  million. 

When  Census  Bureau  enumerators 
fanned  out  across  the  nation  one  night 
last  March  to  count  the  homeless,  many 
hoped  this  would  end  the  mystery.  It 
didn't.  The  Census  Bureau  found  only 
228,261  homeless,  but  experts  scorn 
that  tally.  New  York's  Doe  Foundation, 
for  instance,  claimed  that  in  one  116- 
block  area  of  Manhattan,  Census 
Bureau  enumerators  counted  378 
homeless,  but  Doe's  count  was  1,649. 
In  the  end,  the  Census  Bureau's 
Cynthia  Tauber  conceded,  "We  will 
never  have  a  total  homeless  count." 

James  G. ,  a  40-year-old  Vietnam 
veteran  who's  been  homeless  for  four 
years  agreed.  "I'm  not  counted,  so  I  just 
don't  exist,"  he  told  The  New  YorkTimes. 
He  added  the  Census  Bureau  was  not 
committed  to  counting  homeless.  "If 
they  were,  they  would  know  how  many 
people  out  here  need  help." 

Who  Are  They? 

"The  public's  perception  of  who  the 
homeless  are  is  distorted.  They  are  not 
one  type  of  person,"  says  Elizabeth 
Bailey  of  Los  Angeles'  Weingart 
Center,  an  agency  that  provides  600 
beds  for  the  homeless. 

In  that  vein,  while  surveys  designed 
to  accurately  define  the  homeless  popu- 
lation have  been  numerous,  none  has 
proved  any  more  conclusive  than  the 
attempts  to  count  them.  It's  because 
many  homeless  people  don't  want  any- 
one to  know  much  about  them.  Perhaps 
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LOOKING  AHEAD  — For  two  years  Bill 
Fitzpatrick  lived  on  these  New  York 
streets.  Now,  after  treatment  and  training 
at  a  Salvation  Army  residence,  he's  ready 
to  return  to  construction  work. 


HE  job  of 
the  shelter 
is  to  get 
them  tough 
ond  get 
them  out. 


that  is  why  some  experts  insist  that  25 
percent  of  the  homeless  are  women 
with  children,  while  others  claim  there 
are  very  few  homeless  families. 

But  one  group  about  which  there's 
little  debate  is  veterans.  How  many  of 
the  homeless  are  veterans?  Around 
one-third,  saysVA.  Independent  groups 
arrive  at  about  the  same  number.  For 
example,  veterans  accounted  for  31 
percent  of  the  homeless  in  a  1989 


UCLA  survey,  while  at  Step  Up  On 
Second,  a  Santa  Monica,  Calif. ,  service 
agency,  a  month-by-month  client  tally 
for  1991's  first  quarter  found  that  33 
percent  were  veterans. 

The  Causes 

Ten  years  ago,  when  homelessness 
first  surfaced  in  the  media,  many 
claimed  that  the  cause  and  cure  was 
housing.  No  longer.  "The  days  of 
thinking  there  is  one  solution  to  home- 
lessness—just  providing  housing— are 
gone,"  says  Andrew  Cuomo,  who  runs 
New  York's  Housing  Enterprise  for  the 
Less  Privileged.  Lack  of  low-cost  hous- 
ing, particularly  in  cities,  is  a  factor.  In 
Los  Angeles,  for  instance,  half  of  down- 
town's  single  room  occupancy  units 
were  demolished  in  urban  renewal  cam- 
paigns between  1970  and  1985.  But 
according  to  shelter  director  Smith, 
"There  is  no  one  cause  of  homelessness." 

Al  Peck,  administrator  of  the  600- 
bed  Borden  Avenue  Veterans  Residence 
in  Queens,  N.Y.,  agrees.  "The  assump- 
tion used  to  be  that  the  homeless  were 
people  who  had  suffered  a  streak  of  bad 
luck,  losing  their  jobs  and  homes,  and  if 
they  were  given  a  place  to  stay,  that 
alone  would  solve  their  problems. 
That's  not  the  reality." 


CHOW  LINE-Mode/ed  after  boot  camp, 
the  New  England  shelter  found  housing 
or  work  for  650  its  first  year. 


Just  what  are  the  causes?  Experts 
single  out  a  handful  of  chief  reasons: 

•  Deinstitutionalization  of  psychi- 
atric wards  is  a  primary  factor,  says 
Smith.  Starting  in  the  1960s  and  con- 
tinuing to  today,  state  mental  hospitals, 
pressured  by  both  civil  libertarians  and 
budget  cutters,  have  emptied  their 
beds.  In  1955,  those  hospitals  had 
Please  turn  to  page  48 
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INTERVIEW:   GARY   L  .  BAUER 


THE  BATTLE  OVER 


One  side  wants  a  world  where  right  and  wrong  are  relative. 
The  other  side,  a  stable  world  built  upon  Judeo-Christian 
values.  Gary  L.  Bauer  an  expert  on  the  family,  says 
it's  a  second  civil  war.  A  report  from  the  front. 


GARYL.  BAUER 
"Only  a  virtuous  people  can  remain  free. 


HE  United  States  now  is  engaged  in  another  civil 
war,  according  to  Gary  L.  Bauer,  president  of  the 
Family  Research  Council  in  Washington,  D.C.  It 
is  a  civil  war  with  the  forces  of  permissiveness, 
promiscuity,  perversion  and  pornography. 

Bauer  has  been  in  the  front  lines  as  a 
domestic  policy  adviser  in  the  White  House  and 
as  an  under  Secretary  of  Education.  In  1986  he 
was  chairman  of  a  Special  White  House 
Working  Group  on  The  Family  which  issued  a  far-reaching 
report,  "The  Family:  Preserving  America's  Future."  He  also 
is  the  co-author  of  the  1990  best-seller,  Children  at  Risk— The 
Battle  for  the  Hearts  and  Minds  of  our  Kids. 

Here  is  what  Bauer  has  to  say  about  the  battle. 

American  Legion  magazine:  Mr.  Bauer,  is  there  a 

general  assault  on  traditional  American  values  like  the 
family,  patriotism,  tough  schooling  and  religion? 

Gary  Bauer:  Absolutely,  in  fact  it's  not  an  overstatement 
to  say  that  in  some  ways  we  are  engaged  in  a  second  civil  war. 
This  one  is  not  being  fought  on  battlefields  by  standing 
armies;  it's  being  fought  in  classrooms  and  editorial  board- 
rooms, in  our  universities  and  among  the  families  and 
intelligentsia  of  the  country.  It's  a  clash  between  two  value 
syste'ms— one  radically  secular  and  the  other  loyal  to  tradi- 
tional American  values.  And  in  many  ways  it  amounts  to  an 
all-out  assault  on  the  latter. 

Q.  What  kind  of  people  and  groups  are  behind  this 
assault? 
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A There  are  all  sorts  of  organizations  that  seem  to  have  a 
■  stake  in  this.  One  that  stands  out  is  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  which  in  the  past  has  done  some 
very  good  things  in  representing  individuals  with  legal  prob- 
lems. 

But,  particularly  in  recent  years,  it  seems  to  have  lent  itself 
to  a  concerted  assault  on  traditional  values— whether  it's  on 
the  role  of  religion  in  our  society,  the  ability  to  teach  reliable 
standards  of  right  and  wrong  to  our  children  in  the  classroom, 
any  kind  of  norm  about  what  a  family  is,  or  how  it  is  we  hope 
our  citizens  will  choose  to  live.  Time  after  time  the  ACLU  has 
lent  its  considerable  resources  and  talent  to  positions  that 
undermine  these  standards. 

Others  include  homosexual  rights  groups,  which  are  very 
aggressive  in  this  whole  area.  And  not  just  in  establishing  the 
principle  that  homosexuals  should  be  left  alone,  which  I 
think  many  Americans  would  agree  with,  but  in  going  the 
further  step  of  saying  that  homosexuality  ought  to  be  sub- 
sidized and  supported  by  our  society  and  that  we  ought  to 
accept  such  practices  on  a  par  with  the  heterosexual  family, 
which  has  been  the  bedrock  of  civilization  for  thousands  of 
years.  You  also  have  many  politicians  who  have  lent  them- 
selves to  this  assault.  And  many  of  the  most  influential 
journalists  in  our  country,  working  for  some  of  the  most 
prestigious  newspapers,  have  been  active  advocates  in 
undermining  traditional  values. 

Q-   Is  any  group  particularly  active  in  political  action? 

A Yes,  there's  one  with  the  deceptive  name  of  People  for 
■   the  American  Way.  It's  not  widely  known  by  the  average 

Please  turn  to  page  50 
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What  secularists  want:  "An  amoral  society- 
one  incapable  of  telling  right  from  wrong." 

Freedom:  "No  right  can  be  unlimited." 

God:  "That  man  gets  his  rights  from  a  God,  that 
liberty  is  God-given,  that  our  nation  is  built 
on  Godly  principles— all  these  things  are 
under  heavy  attack. " 

Journalists:  "Many  of  the  most  influential  have 
been  active  advocates  in  undermining  tra- 
ditional values." 

Washington:  "The  values  that  predominate  in 
this  city  are  not  the  values  of  the  average 
American." 

The  solution:  "What  needs  to  be  done  has  to 
be  done  by  individuals.  Personal  commit- 
ment must  come  first. " 
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STILL  LIFE-Po//ce  don't 
have  to  be  artists  to 
draw  this  computerized 
crime  scene. 


By  Fran  McGovern 


T 


HE  statistics  are  frighten- 
ing. Every  year  more  than 
1 .6  million  violent  crimes 
are  committed,  including 
21,000  murders,  94,000 
rapes  and  almost  1  million 
assaults.  In  addition,  there 
are  over  3  million  bur- 
glaries. How  many  of 
those  crimes  end  with  a  conviction? 
Estimates  vary  from  1 . 5  million  convic- 
tions annually  to  as  few  as  213,000. 

Except  that's  changing  and  fast. 
"Technology  is  revolutionizing  the 
criminal  justice  system,"  says  Charles 
Friel,  a  professor  of  criminology  at  Sam 
Houston  State  University  in  Texas. 

"In  10  years  we'll  have  a  much  safer 
society,"  predicts  Robert  K.  Stewart, 
former  director  of  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department's  research  arm,  the 
National  Institute  for  Justice. 

For  centuries,  police  work  has  hewed 
to  an  unvarying  line.  Frontier  sheriffs 
solved  cases  with  confessions,  eyewit- 
nesses and  tenacity  coupled  with  good 
guesses.  So  did  1980s  big  city  cops. 
Today,  however,  police  have  formidable, 
new  help  — innovative,  high-tech  police 
equipment  — and  the  results  so  far  are 
all  bad  news  for  criminals.  "Technology 
isn't  solving  the  crime  problem;  people 

Fran  McGovern  is  a  California-based 
free-lance  writer  and  frequent  contributor 
to  this  magazine. 


hightech"! 


Computers  search  for  fingerprints,  PCs  make 
mug  shots,  lasers  catch  speeders,  video 
cameras  snoop  in  the  sky:  New  police 
tools  are  bad  news  for  the  bad  guys. 


will  still  break  the  law.  But  technology 
is  making  it  much  more  likely  an 
offender  will  get  caught,"  says  Friel. 

Computer  Fingerprint  Matching 

For  proof,  ask  the  homicide  detec- 
tives in  San  Bernadino,  Calif. ,  where  a 
widowed,  72-year-old  retired  school 
teacher  was  found  strangled  in  her  bath 
tub.  There  were  no  witnesses.  No  sus- 
pects. Nothing  except  a  few  crime- 
scene  fingerprints.  And  while  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  might  have  convinced  the 
public  that  a  fingerprint  was  as  good  as 
a  conviction,  cops  knew  differently. 


There's  no  faulting  a  fingerprint 
match  when  it  happens.  The  problem  is 
that,  between  state  and  local  police  and 
the  FBI,  the  nation's  files  are  bursting 
with  countless  prints— so  many  that 
one  estimate  is  that  it  would  take  50 
man-years  to  search  just  the  FBI's  files. 

"It's  reached  the  point  where  chances 
of  manually  matching  a  print  found  at 
the  scene  with  one  of  the  millions  in  the 
files  is  impossible  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses," says  Chris  Tiller,  a  one-time 
police  fingerprint  expert  who's  cur- 
rently a  vice  president  with  Printrak  in 
Anaheim,  Calif.  "We  all  tried,  but 


THE  WORRY  AHEAD 


SURVEY  the  experts  and  they 
will  tell  you  technology  isn't 
just  solving  problems,  it's  creating 
them. 

"When  a  snake  eats  prey  that's 
bigger  than  it  can  digest,  it  dies. 
That's  the  issue  now  confronting  the 
criminal  justice  system,"  says 
Charles  Friel,  a  criminology  pro- 
fessor at  Sam  Houston  State  Univer- 
sity in  Texas. 

He  says  the  new  waves  of  crimi- 
nals brought  to  justice  by  technology 
are  threatening  to  drown  the  whole 
system.  "As  arrests  increase,  the  rest 
of  the  system  is  jamming  up.  In  some 
jurisdictions,  jail  over-crowding  is 
so  severe  that  time  actually  served  is 


plummeting,"  says  Friel. 

This  is  how  bad  it  is  getting.  In 
Texas,  savvy  criminals  have  begun 
rejecting  plea-bargain  offers  of  pro- 
bation, preferring  to  take  jail  time. 

The  reason  is  they  know  their  real- 
time in  jail  will  be  negligible,  maybe 
23  days  on  the  year.  "Which  would 
you  rather  serve?  Five  to  10  years  of 
restrictive  probation  in  which 
you've  got  to  have  a  job  and  report  in 
regularly,  or  maybe  spend  1 80  days 
in  jail,  after  which  there's  no  mean- 
ingful supervision?"  Friel  asks. 

What's  the  solution?  Building 
more  prisons  is  the  traditional 
response,  but  it's  losing  viability  as 
Please  turn  to  page  56 
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SURE  SHOT— Laser  guns  are  more  accu- 
rate than  radar  in  spotting  speeders  and 
can't  be  picked  up  by  radar  detectors. 


matches  are  very  rare.  The  computer 
has  changed  that  decisively,"  he  adds. 

That's  because  with  an  automated 
fingerprint  identification  system 
(AFIS)  such  as  the  one  Printrak  mar- 
kets, long-ago  filed  fingerprints  are 
digitized,  transformed  into  mathemat- 
ical equations  and  entered  into  a  com- 
puter. 

Just  as  no  two  prints  are  identical, 
every  equation  also  is  unique.  Feed  a 
fresh  print  into  the  computer  and  it 
tirelessly  sorts  through  files  searching 
for  a  "hit."  It's  not  only  fast— millions 
of  prints  can  be  searched  inside  a  few 
hours— but  thorough,  as  the  San  Ber- 
nadino  police  found  out. 

It  took  10  years  for  that  police  depart- 
ment to  link  into  an  AFIS  but  when  it 
finally  did  in  1987,  mere  minutes 
elapsed  until  it  matched  murder  scene 
prints  with  a  burglar  who  was  serving 
time  in  a  state  penitentiary.  Confronted 
with  the  evidence,  the  burglar  con- 
fessed to  the  killing  of  the  72-year-old 
widow. 

There's  a  hitch  with  AFIS,  but  not 
technological.  Costs  so  far  are  out  of 
reach  for  many  police  departments. 
Metro  police  departments  will  invest 
$20  million  for  an  AFIS,  while  smaller 
cities  can  expect  to  pay  upwards  of 
$500,000.  "Money  is  the  only  real  ob- 
stacle," says  Tiller.  "Every  department 
wants  AFIS." 


The  Desktop  Police  Artist 

Short  of  a  fingerprint,  the  next  best 
investigative  tool  often  is  a  good  picture 
of  the  suspect.  Historically,  that  has 
meant  employing  a  police  artist  to 
spend  many  hours  working  with  wit- 
nesses and  then  inking  a  sketch.  It  was 
time-consuming,  expensive  and  often 
fruitless  because  suspects  may  leave 
town.  But  the  police  artist  is  going  the 
way  of  blacksmithing,  thanks  once 
more  to  the  computer  and  Visatex,  a 
sketch  program  for  personal  computers. 

Visatex  works  much  like  a  police 
artist  does.  First  it  leads  witnesses 
through  a  list  of  questions  designed  to 
elicit  descriptions,  then  it  sorts  through 


PRINT  FINGERING— Pr/ntraff's  digitized 
fingerprint  system  can  find  a  match 
where  humans  can't. 


a  database  of  40,000  human  features, 
finally  producing  a  composite  sketch. 

If  the  witness  doesn't  like  the  sketch, 
Visatex  can  change  the  person's  fea- 
tures instantly  on  the  screen. 

Currently  in  use  by  200  police 
departments,  the  $5,000  program 
"doesn't  necessarily  have  to  replace  a 
police  artist.  Some  departments  pro- 
vide it  as  a  tool  for  their  artist,  who 
gains  speed,  says  company  executive 
Emanuel  Hart.  Hart  adds  that  some 
Please  turn  to  page  56 
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CHILDREN  OF  THE 


Failing  families,  easy  drugs 
and  glamorous  violence  push 
two-million  kids  to  crime. 


HEAVY  METAL— Some  inner-city  schools  now  conduct  airport-like  security  screen- 
ings of  their  students,  such  as  this  one  at  a  midwestern  high  school. 


By  GaryTurbak 


EMEMBER  juvenile  delin- 
quency when  you  were 
growing  up?  The  bad  kids 
smoked  in  school  bath- 
rooms, shoplifted  candy 
bars,  stole  hubcaps  and 
took  hot-wired  cars  on  joy- 
rides.  The  really  tough  teen- 
agers fought  with  knives, 
chains  and  brass  knuckles. 
"These  young  hoodlums," 
said  adults,  "are  about  as  bad  as  kids 
can  get." 

Guess  again.  By  almost  any  standard, 
juvenile  delinquents  in  the  1990s  are 
much  worse.  "Today's  young  criminals 
have  more  dangerous  drugs  in  their 
bodies,  more  dangerous  weapons  in 
their  hands,  and  a  more  casual  attitude 
about  human  life  than  ever  before," 
says  James  Fox,  professor  of  criminal 
justice  at  Northeastern  University. 
"We're  seeing  a  new  crime  wave  in 
which  juvenile  offenders  are  extremely 
violent  and  homicidal." 

In  a  single  generation,  juvenile  crime 
has  grown  from  a  petty  irritation  into 
what  many  people  perceive  to  be  a 
national  menace.  What  was  once  the 
stuff  of  romantic  Broadway  musicals- 
remember  West  Side  Story— has  become 
a  real-life  horror  drama. 

Gary  Turbak,  a  Montana-based  free- 
lancer, writes  on  a  variety  of  topics  for  this 
magazine. 


After  stabilizing  and  even  declining  a 
bit  in  the  early  1980s,  the  juvenile 
crime  rate  is  again  on  the  rise.  Juveniles 
now  account  for  about  a  third  of  all 
serious  crime  such  as  murder,  rape, 
robbery,  aggravated  assault,  burglary, 
arson  and  auto  theft. 

Nearly  2  million  children  under  the 
age  of  18  are  arrested  each  year.  Teen- 
age arrests  for  rape  and  assault  are  up 
15  percent  and  19  percent  respectively, 
and  the  number  of  juveniles  commit- 
ting murder  has  doubled  in  the  last  five 
years.  Teen-age  boys— often  the  vic- 
tims of  their  peers  — are  now  more 
likely  to  die  from  gunshot  wounds  than 
from  all  natural  causes  combined. 

I  N  1989,  a  national  poll  indicated  that 
I  nearly  nine  of  every  10  Americans 
I  believed  the  problem  of  teen-age  vio- 
lence had  gotten  worse  in  recent  years. 

Frequently,  the  proof  lies  in  the 
morning  newspaper: 

•  A  15-year-old  New  Hampshire 
youth  — at  the  urging  of  his  teacher- 
lover— murders  the  woman's  husband 
in  cold  blood. 

•  Two  teen-age  boys  in  California 
take  turns  blasting  three  female  friends 
with  a  shotgun.  The  boys  told  police  the 
massacre  started  with  an  argument,  but 
they  couldn't  remember  what  it  was 
about. 

•  A  Houston  boy,  15,  rapes  and  mur- 
ders a  66-year-old  woman. 

•  A  roving  band  of  boys  beat,  rape 
and  leave  a  female  jogger  for  dead  in 
New  York's  Central  Park.  There's  even 
a  new  word  to  describe  this  kind  of 


crime,  "wilding,"  the  wanton,  unpro- 
voked, random  attack  on  people  and 
property.  In  some  inner  cities,  "wild- 
ing" has  become  a  form  of  recreation. 

Increasingly,  schools  are  becoming 
crime  scenes.  Where  once  gum 
chewing  and  talking  in  class  were  major 
problems,  children  now  regularly 
shoot,  maim  and  steal  from  each  other 
and  from  their  teachers.  More  than 
47,000  teachers  and  2.5  million  high 
school  students  have  become  crime 
victims  at  school,  and  some  inner-city 
schools  now  have  metal  detectors  and 
conduct  "bullet  drills"  along  with  fire 
drills. 

"Crime  has  started  to  affect  the  way 
schools  operate,"  says  Gary  Bauer, 
former  U.  S.  Undersecretary  of  Educa- 
tion. "Frequently,  the  schools  that  fail 
to  teach  kids  the  skills  they  need  are  the 
schools  most  riddled  with  crime." 

On  the  streets,  youth  gangs  are  a 
major  crime  problem  in  many  cities. 

Los  Angeles'  Crips  and  Bloods  have 
become  infamous,  but  these  two  groups 
are  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  Los 
Angeles  County  is  believed  to  harbor 
500  different  gangs,  some  with 
thousands  of  members.  In  1988  alone, 
there  were  462  gang-related  murders  in 
Los  Angeles  and  so  many  gunshot 
injuries  that  the  Army  started  sending 
Please  turn  to  page  60 


TERM  OF  TERROR- Joggers  hold  a 
vigil  where  a  woman  was  victim  of  a 
youth  gang's  "wilding." 
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WE'VE  WON 

By  Lester  David 


A 


DECADE  ago,  the  Amer- 
ican military  was  con- 
fronting a  massive  drug 
problem,  as  bad  as  the  one 
gripping  the  civilian  popu- 
lation and  in  some  instal- 
lations even  worse. 

The  top  brass,  includ- 
ing the  commander-in 
chief  himself,  were  astounded  to  learn 
that  more  than  one  in  every  four  per- 
sons in  uniform  was  gulping  ampheta- 
mines and  speed,  popping  barbiturates, 
smoking  marijuana  and  hashish, 
snorting  cocaine  and  even  shooting 
heroin.  In  some  outfits  and  overseas 
bases,  the  number  of  drug  abusers 
topped  35  percent.  In  a  few  places,  the 
scourge  had  engulfed  half  of  the  per- 
sonnel. 

By  1980,  the  services  knew  they  had 
a  serious  situation  on  their  hands  but 
weren't  sure  how  extensive  it  was. 
Reports  were  being  received  from  duty 
stations  worldwide  that  soldiers,  sailors 
and  Marines  were  reporting  for  duty  ill 
because  of  drug-taking.  Some  were 
hung  over,  red-eyed  and  wobbly,  others 
nauseated  at  their  posts,  and  increasing 
numbers,  unable  to  work  at  all,  were 
being  sent  home  or  to  hospitals. 

Alarmed  at  what  was  happening,  the 
Department  of  Defense  (DoD) 
launched  a  global  survey  of  alcohol  and 
non-medical  drug  use  among  military 
personnel.  The  true  extent  of  the 
problem  became  clear. 

The  DoD  study,  involving  17,300 

Lester  David  is  a  free-lance  writer  and 
has  contributed  many  articles  to  this 
magazine. 


TREATMENT— Military  therapists 
offer  counseling  and  rehabilitation, 
including  out-patient  treatment. 


persons,  was  conducted  by  the 
Research  Triangle  Institute  of  North 
Carolina.  It  revealed  that  27  percent  of 
the  military  was  using  some  kind  of 
illicit  drug  such  as  stimulants,  seda- 
tives, hallucinogens  or  opium  deriva- 
tives. 

BROKEN  down  by  services,  the 
rates  of  illegal  drug  use  were  29 
percent  of  the  Army,  33  percent  of 
the  Navy,  37  percent  of  the  Marine 
Corps  and  14  percent  of  the  Air  Force. 
According  to  Dr.  William  Mayer, 
former  assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 
for  Health  Affairs,  the  survey  disclosed 
that  abuse  "involved  fairly  large  seg- 
ments of  people,"  particularly  very 
young  enlisted  personnel. 

The  military,  facing  the  hard 
realities,  decided  a  "get  tough"  program 
to  stop  the  menace  was  needed.  After 
all,  what  could  be  more  crucial  than  a 
drug-free  military  service? 


Spearheaded  by  DoD  officials,  spe- 
cial programs  were  put  in  place  on  an 
urgent  basis.  Now,  more  than  10  years 
later,  the  results  have  been  almost  sen- 
sational. Three  more  studies  have  been 
conducted  since  the  initial  disclosure  of 
the  problem. 

•  In  1982,  two  years  into  the  pro- 
grams, the  percentage  of  abusers  in  all 
services  fell  from  27  percent  to  10  per- 
cent, indicating  the  new  policies  were 
beginning  to  take  hold. 

•  By  1985,  the  number  of  abusers 
had  dropped  to  9  percent. 

•  And  the  newest  poll  has  shown  that 
5.8  percent,  or  just  one  in  17  members 
of  the  Armed  Forces,  is  abusing  drugs. 

According  to  Army  Maj.  John  Alg- 
ner,  a  drug  and  alcohol  policies  officer, 
only  six  years  ago  8.3  percent  of  Army 
personnel— one  in  12— suffered  "nega- 
tive effects"  from  drug  use. 

This  meant  that  the  offenders  were 
denied  promotion,  got  letters  of 
reprimand,  and  received  punishment 
ranging  from  extra  duty  to  dismissal 
from  the  service  with  a  less-than-honor- 
able  discharge. 

Since  the  tough  policy  went  into 
effect,  that  figure  has  dropped  to  1  in 
20.  The  other  services  had  equally  satis- 
fying results.  The  programs  of  the 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  differ  in 
some  minor  respects,  but  all  have  the 
same  basic  principles.  Let's  examine 
how  the  Army  is  winning  the  drug  war 
within  its  ranks. 

As  described  by  the  Pentagon  in 
Army  Regulation  600-65,  the  plan  con- 
sists of  three  lines  of  assault: 

Drug  Education 

Almost  as  soon  as  a  recruit  dons  his 
uniform,  he  is  given  an  intense  course 
in  the  physical  and  mental  havoc  illicit 
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drugs  inflict  on  his  body, 
his  job  and  the  safety  of 
his  fellow  soldiers.  These 
courses  are  incorporated 
into  all  basic  training  pro- 
grams and  are  stressed  as 
heavily  as  venereal  dis- 
eases were  in  World  War 
H.  Will  any  WWII  veteran 
ever  forget  the  "Mickey 
Mouse"  movies?  The 
education  continues 
throughout  an  individ- 
ual's military  career. 
After  recruits  are 
assigned  to  posts,  classes 
are  held  periodically  at  the  company 
and  battalion  levels. 

Every  time  a  person  has  a  change  of 
assignment,  every  time  he  is  trans- 
ferred to  a  special  service  training 
school  or  has  any  kind  of  military 
career  change,  the  risks  of  drug  abuse 
are  hammered  home.  Along  with  this 
continuing  education  is  a  constant  reit- 
eration of  the  rule  that  illicit  drug  use  is 
incompatible  with  service  in  the  Armed 
Forces. 

Officers  are  counseled  also,  with  an 
emphasis  on  how  to  detect  the  signs  and 
symptoms  of  drug  abuse  in  personnel 
under  their  command. 


testing 
Is  very 
effective 
in  scaring 
the  hell 
out  of 
these  guys. 


Rehabilitation 

Once  a  drug  user  is 
identified,  he  is  offered  a 
chance  at  counseling  and 
rehabilitation.  Therapists 
are  available  to  help  him 
identify  his  problem  and 
find  solutions.  Some 
abusers  are  given  a  com- 
bination of  counseling 
and  out-patient  treatment, 
while  others  are  hospi- 
talized, generally  for  six 
to  eight  weeks  followed 
by  a  lengthy  period  of 
supervised  care. 
"One  of  the  important  goals  of  the 
program,"  says  Algner,  "is  a  restoration 
of  productivity.  The  Army  will  try  hard 
to  retain  the  services  of  people  who  can 
make  useful  contributions." 

If,  after  counseling  and  rehabilitation 
treatment,  a  soldier  once  again  is 
proved  to  be  a  drug  user,  the  penalty  is 
swift  and  harsh.  Users,  and  of  course 
dealers,  are  booted  out  a  lot  more  often 
than  most  people  imagine.  For  exam- 


TESTING— Mandatory,  random  urinalysis 
detects  the  presence  of  morphine, 
heroin,  cocaine,  marijuana  and  hashish. 


EDUCATION— Recruits  receive  intensive 
courses  about  the  dangers  of  drugs; 
officers  are  trained  to  detect  drug  abuse. 


pie,  in  one  recent  three-year  period, 
5 1 ,000  people  were  separated  from  the 
services  through  courts-martial,  admini- 
strative actions  or  non-judicial  punish- 
ments. 

Random  Drug  Testing 

The  centerpiece  of  the  effort  in  all 
Please  Turn  to  page  53 
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The  last  firefight  of  the  Vietnam  War  has  turned.  Courts  now 
see  the  link  between  dioxin  and  illness.  With  Legion 
help,  Vietnam  veterans  are  gaining  ground  in  their 
battle  for  Agent  Orange  medical  benefits. 


o 


NE  by  one,  veterans  of  the 
Vietnam  War  are  being  cut 
down,  victims  of  slow  bul- 
lets. Bullets  fired  two  dec- 
ades ago.  Bullets  called 
Agent  Orange. 

For  veterans  like  Don 
Ivy,  there  are  no  Purple 
Hearts,  no  names  carved 
into  the  black  granite  Wall  to  share  a 
space  of  honor  with  their  comrades. 

After  a  decade  of  denial,  the  courts 
and  scientific  community  are  begin- 
ning to  recognize  the  deadly  nature  of 
the  dioxin  found  in  Agent  Orange  and 
for  the  first  time,  victims  of  Agent 
Orange  have  reason  to  hope. 

Civilians  exposed  to  dioxin  have 
filed  lawsuits  from  Texas  to  Missouri  to 
New  York  for  damages  caused  by  the 
chemical  and  have  won  substantial 
judgments.  The  courts  have  agreed  that 
there  is  a  link  between  their  exposure  to 
dioxin  and  subsequent  illnesses. 

New,  often  alarming,  scientific 
studies  have  added  greatly  to  the  data 
demonstrating  the  hazards  of  dioxin. 

The  American  Legion's  lawsuit 
against  VA,  the  federal  government  and 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  — demanding  a  full,  unbiased 
study  of  the  impact  of  Agent  Orange  — 
is  slowly  progressing  toward  resolution. 

The  federal  government,  while 
acknowledging  the  risk  of  dioxin  for 
civilians,  continues  to  deny  that  Viet- 
nam veterans  and  their  families  suffer 
similar  effects. 

It's  been  a  long,  bitter  battle  that 


probably  won't  end  soon.  Small  vic- 
tories have  been  won,  but  there  is  more 
ground  to  cover  before  veterans 
exposed  to  defoliants  in  Vietnam  are 
properly  compensated. 

Beginning  in  1962,  U.S.  aircraft  and 
ground-spraying  units  doused  large 
areas  of  the  dense  Vietnamese  jungle 
with  defoliant.  Within  hours,  leaves 
wilted  and  dropped,  leaving  behind  a 
gray,  barren  landscape.  Operation 
Ranch  Hand,  the  best  known  of  these 
defoliation  missions,  reached  its  peak 
during  1967-1969  and  was  discon- 
tinued in  1971 . 

BY  THE  late  1970s,  Vietnam  veter- 
ans and  their  families  were  suffer- 
ing from  birth  defects,  cancers,  rare 
diseases  and  neurological  disorders  in 
numbers  far  greater  than  the  national 
average.  In  1978,  The  American  Legion 
demanded  that  Congress  address  the 
problem,  recognizing  what  many  veter- 
ans of  Southeast  Asia  already  knew: 
Agent  Orange  was  killing  the  men  and 
women  who  served  there. 

Congress  responded  by  directing  VA 
to  conduct  a  study  of  the  effects  of 
Agent  Orange  on  troops  who  had 
served  in  Vietnam  and  allocated  $63 
million  to  conduct  the  research. 
Claiming  they  were  unable  to  come  up 
with  a  proper  protocol,  VA  turned  the 
study  over  to  CDC. 

CDC  said  it  could  find  no  linkage 
between  Agent  Orange  and  health 
defects,  except  for  the  skin  disease 
chloracne.  However,  the  study  was 


decried  as  flawed  and  unscientific  and 
has  been  largely  discredited  today  by 
medical  experts,  the  Legion  and  other 
groups.  What  the  $63  million  was  spent 
on  has  never  been  explained. 

Frustrated,  The  American  Legion 
commissioned  a  Columbia  University 
study  in  1 984  to  determine  the  effects  of 
Agent  Orange  on  Vietnam  veterans. 

The  results,  released  in  1988,  con- 
firmed what  was  already  suspected. 
The  study  linked  a  sobering  catalog  of 
diseases  to  Agent  Orange  exposure. 

Also  in  1984,  a  group  of  Vietnam 
veterans  sued  the  manufacturers  of 
Agent  Orange  for  damages.  The  class 
action  suit  landed  in  Judge  Jack  B. 
Weinstein's  Brooklyn  District  Court. 

The  chemical  companies'  case  was 
based  on  their  own  studies  of  human 
exposure  to  dioxin  that  revealed  no 
adverse  health  effects.  Weinstein  used 
the  studies  to  measure  the  validity  of 
the  veterans'  claims. 

The  suit  never  received  a  court  hear- 
ing. According  to  the  veterans'  attor- 
neys, Weinstein  told  them  their  evi- 
dence was  weak  and  pressed  them  to 
accept  an  out-of-court  settlement. 
Scant  hours  before  the  trial  was  to 
begin,  they  caved  in,  settling  for  $240 
million.  Legal  experts  termed  the 
amount  as  "nuisance  value"  money,  cash 
the  chemical  companies  gladly  paid  to 
prevent  the  case  from  being  heard  in 
court.  Veterans  and  their  families  were  to 
receive  no  more  than  $12,000  if  the  vet- 
eran was  alive  and  no  more  than  $3,500 
if  the  veteran  was  dead. 
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CARRYING  ON  -After  Don  Ivy  died,  his  wife  Shirley  sued  an  Agent  Orange  manufacturer,  gaining 
national  attention.  Jim  (left)  and  Shelby  stand  at  their  father's  grave  with  their  mother. 
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Meanwhile,  the  Legion  placed  its 
confidence  in  the  results  of  the  Col- 
umbia University  Study.  Yet,  when  the 
results  were  presented  to  Congress  in 
1989,  the  federal  government  ignored 
the  data  and  disclaimed  the  study. 

Instead,  the  government  based  its 
decisions  on  private  studies  and  on  a 
CDC  "study." 

Outraged,  The  American  Legion, 
with  the  Vietnam  Veterans  of  America, 
filed  suit  against  the  federal  govern- 


ment in  1990  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  law  by  not  conducting  a  major 
ground  troop  study.  The  suit  also  refers 
to  memos  revealing  the  federal  govern- 
ment's  concern  over  the  cost  of  com- 
pensating Agent  Orange  veterans  and 
civilian  victims  as  well. 

Meanwhile,  veterans  and  their  chil- 
dren continue  to  fall  victim  to  the  rav- 
ages of  the  invisible  killer.  One  of  these 
victims  was  Don  Ivy,  a  Marine  captain 
who  had  served  in  the  I  Corps  area  of 
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Vietnam  in  1968.  He 
refused  to  accept  the  money 
offered  from  the  class  action 
suit.  As  cancer  of  the  liver 
and  pancreas  slowly  killed 
him,  he  battled  for  govern- 
ment benefits  for  himself 
and  his  family.  Ivy  never 
received  them. 

After  her  husband '  s  death 
in  1987,  Shirley  Ivy  filed 
suit  in  a  Texas  state  court 
against  Diamond  Shamrock, 
one  of  the  manufacturers  of 
dioxin.  She  found  help  from 
attorney  Bob  Hager,  who 
agreed  to  take  on  her  case  for 
no  fee.  Other  veterans  joined 
her  in  the  suit. 

Diamond  Shamrock  took 
immediate  action,  appeal- 
ing to  the  courts  and  getting 
the  case  moved  from  Texas 
to  Weinstein's  New  York 
court.  Shamrock's  argu- 
ment was  "[Weinstein]  is  the 
only  judge  who  has  gone 
through  a  million  docu- 
ments, hundreds  of  deposi- 
tions ...  it  would  be  unfair 
to  ask  another  judge  to  start 
over  again."  In  October 
1991,  Weinstein  denied 
Ivy's  appeal  on  the  grounds 
that  the  veteran  was  covered  by  the 
1984  class  action  suit. 

But  it  doesn't  end  there.  Hager 
expected  the  ruling  and  has  prepared  an 
appeal  which  he  believes  will  be  suc- 
cessful. 

Two  civilians  exposed  to  dioxin  also 
were  litigants  in  the  case.  The  court  can 
not  deny  their  right  to  a  trial  because 
they  were  not  covered  under  the  origi- 
nal Agent  Orange  class  action  suit. 

Please  turn  to  page  59 
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our  government 
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HIS  article  is  adapted  from 
"Assessing  the  Relative  Influ- 
ence of  Foreign  and  U.S.  Lob- 
byists, "  a  report  prepared  by 
The  American  Legion 's  Na- 
tional Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mission and  presented  to  the 
National  Executive  Commit- 
tee at  the  Fall  Meeting  in 
October. 

PNC  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Resolutions  Subcommittee,  requested  that 
the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  study 
foreign  lobbyists  in  America  and  American 
lobbyists  abroad  and  determine  if  foreign 
lobbyists  posed  any  danger. 

William  M.  Detweiler,  commission 
chairman,  delivered  the  completed  report. 


"Influence  in  Washington  is  just  like 
in  Indonesia.  It's  for  sale."  —Japan 
Economic  Journal 


"America  has  the  most  advanced  influ- 
ence-peddling industry  in  the  world. 
Washington's  culture  of  influence-for-hire 
is  uniquely  open  to  all  buyers,  foreign  and 
domestic.  ..its  lawful  ways  of  corrupting 
public  policy  remain  unrivaled.  "—The 
Economist 

"The  real  scandal  in  Washington  is  not 
what  is  done  illegally,  but  what  is  done 
legally.  "—The  New  Republic 


About  the  same  time  the  United 
States  became  a  world  superpower  at 
the  end  of  World  War  II,  almost  all  the 
world's  major  countries  began  to 
acquire  foreign  agents.  They  wanted  to 
influence  U.S.  policies  and  programs. 

That  trend  has  greatly  accelerated  in 
recent  years  as  international  trade  grew 
rapidly  and  foreigners  realized  that  U.S. 
policies  and  spending  greatly  influence 
their  own  interests. 

Foreign  nations  found  a  ready  source 
of  agents  in  American  political  con- 
sulting firms,  major  law  practices  and 
individual  lobbyists.  Over  the  years, 
these  nations  successfully  bought  the 
services  of  former  members  of  Con- 
gress and  former  senior  officials  in  the 
executive  branch  for  these  reasons: 

•  Knowledge  of  sensitive  informa- 
tion on  U.S.  government  objectives, 
capabilities,  politics,  programs  and 
negotiating  strategies; 

•  Potential  access  to  key  U.S.  govern- 
ment officials; 

•  Intimate  knowledge  of  the  Wash- 
ington decision-making  process  and  the 
organizational  structure  of  the  U.S. 
government; 

•  Reputation  for  effectiveness  in  cer- 


tain fields  or  on  specific  issues. 

Foreign  agents  follow  a  pattern  as 
they  try  to  mold  U.S.  policy.  Initially, 
they  contact  the  White  House  and  other 
administration  departments  and  agen- 
cies. Turning  to  Congress,  they  lobby 
Senate  and  House  committees  and  sub- 
committees. Often,  they  focus  atten- 
tion on  members  of  Congress  who 
oppose  their  position,  hoping  to 
squelch  opposition.  Later,  they 
approach  committee  chairmen  and 
ranking  minority  members. 

Former  U.S.  government  officials 
who  become  registered  foreign  agents 
are  not  violating  any  law  if  they  have 
complied  with  post-employment  re- 
strictions; nor  are  their  activities  con- 
sidered disloyal  to  this  country. 

Nevertheless,  their  activities  inevit- 
ably raise  questions  of  propriety.  They 
had  access  to  highly  sensitive  informa- 
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WHAT'S  YOUR  OPINION? 

Should  there  be  more  restric- 
tions on  Washington  lobbyists?  Call 
in  your  opinion  by  dialing  1-900- 
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CASH  CULTURE-l/.S.  lobbying  is  "open 
to  all  buyers,"  says  The  Economist 
magazine  of  London. 

tion  while  serving  the  United  States  and 
still  may  have  influence  with  highly 
placed  government  officials. 

In  July  1986,  the  General 
Accounting  Office  (GAO)  released  a 
study  of  foreign  representation.  It 
named  76  former  senior  government 
■officials,  members  of  Congress  and 
senior  congressional  staff  members 
who  became  foreign  agents  after 
leaving  U.S.  government  posts  between 
1981  and  1986. 

The  GAO  emphasized  their  data  were 
incomplete  and  that  many  more  former 
government  officials  may  be  engaged  in 
such  activity. 

These  foreign  agents  are  part  of  the 
"Washington  establishment."  They 
move  back-and-forth  from  federal  gov- 
ernment positions  to  lucrative  jobs  as 
registered  foreign  agents.  Although 
foreign  interests  do  not  always  succeed, 
they  have  ample  opportunity  to  make 
the  best  case  for  their  views. 

A  few  years  ago,  Rep.  Marcy  Kaptur 
from  Ohio  asked,  "How  can  a  U.S.  offi- 


cial negotiate  a  trade  agreement  with 
Japan  one  day  and  work  for  Japan  the 

next?" 

One  answer  is  money.  Foreign 
nations  pay  millions  to  influence  U.S. 
policy  for  their  benefit. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  esti- 
mated in  1 984  that  foreign  powers  spent 
$150  million  maintaining  lobbies  in  the 
United  States.  Kaptur  said  that  1,000 
Washington  lobbyists  work  on  behalf  of 
the  Japanese  at  an  estimated  annual 
cost  of  $30  million  for  salaries  and 
expenses.  She  says  the  United  States 
spent  only  one-sixth  as  much  for  Amer- 
ican lobbying  efforts  in  Japan. 

The  political  acumen  and  flexibility 
of  foreign  agents  were  clearly 
demonstrated  when  China  became  con- 
cerned about  renewal  of  its  most- 
favored-nation  (MFN)  trade  status  with 
the  United  States.  That  status  entitles  a 
foreign  country  access  to  the  U.S. 
market  at  the  lowest  tariff  possible. 
Renewing  this  status  means  billions  of 
dollars  in  trade  annually  for  China. 

But  many  members  of  Congress  were 
upset  with  China's  repression  of  its  own 
people,  its  sales  of  missiles  to  Iraq  and 
Please  turn  page 
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These  nations  reported  these  U.S. 
lobbying  expenses  (in  millions) 
for  1984. 


Japan 

$14.3 

Canada 

$  7.5 

West  Germany 

$  6.5 

USSR 

$  5.5 

Ireland 

$  5.4 

Indonesia 

$  5.3 

Scotland 

$  3.5 

Korea 

$  3.2 

Saudi  Arabia 

$  3.2 

France 

$  3.2 

Source:  U.S.  News  &  World  Report; 
basic  data  from  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice. 
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its  use  of  prison  labor  to  make  products 
exported  to  the  United  States.  They 
wanted  to  make  MFN  status  condi- 
tional on  China  changing  those 
policies.  Others  in  Congress  wanted  to 
end  MFN  status. 

China  met  this  opposition  by  hiring  a 
major  Washington  lobbying  firm  at 
$150,000  a  month  for  six  months  to 
make  its  case.  Its  president  was  chief  of 
staff  to  Vice  President  Bush  from  1985- 
1988.  Reportedly,  he  still  occasionally 
meets  with  President  Bush  and  some  of 
his  aides. 

Agents  for  South  Africa  illustrate  a 
commonly  shared  characteristic  of  the 
lobbyist  trade.  An  associate  of  the  one- 
time campaign  manager  for  President 
Reagan,  John  Sears,  says,  "We  prefer  to 
work  quietly,  behind  the  scenes.  We 
have  found  that  to  be  most  effective." 

He  was  speaking  of  the  major  year- 
long lobbying  effort  by  South  Africa  to 
get  the  United  States  to  lift  the 
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economic  embargo  enacted  in  1986. 
The  total  bill  for  that  successful  under- 
taking was  $2  million,  shared  among  at 
least  1 1  lobbying  firms. 

The  South  African  ambassador 
summed  up  the  effectiveness  of  hiring 
well-connected  lobbyists  who  keep  a 


WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE 


THE  Congressional  watchdog, 
the  Government  Accounting 
Office  (GAO),  repeatedly  has  con- 
ducted investigations  on  lobbying  in 
the  United  States,  uncovering 
serious  problems  in  the  reporting 
procedures  of  lobbyists. 

Current  laws  requiring  disclosure 
of  the  lobbying  activities  of  foreign 
agents  are  ineffective.  And  post- 
employment  restrictions  on  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  also  are  inadequate.  Tight- 
ened lobbying  restrictions  could 
reduce  the  widespread  perception 
that  the  "revolving  door"  lets  former 
government  officials  get  rich  by 
using  what  and  who  they  know  to 
help  foreign  interests. 

Several  bills  have  been  proposed 
to  correct  this  problem.  Although 
well  intended,  all  the  bills  are  inade- 
quate because  they  would  perpetuate 
the  current  piecemeal,  uncoordi- 
nated jumble  of  laws  covering  lobby- 
ing activities  and  post-employment 
restrictions. 

The  American  Legion  would  like 
Congress  to  pass  a  single  com- 
prehensive bill  that  would  control, 
once  and  for  all,  influence  peddling 
at  the  highest  levels  of  our  govern- 
ment. It  would  be  called  the  "Om- 
nibus Regulation  of  Lobbying  Act," 


and  would  establish: 

•  More  complete  and  accurate 
disclosure  requirements  for  all 
foreign  and  U.S.  lobbyists; 

•  Reasonable  post-restriction 
requirements  for  former  members  of 
the  executive  and  legislative 
branches; 

•  Restrictions  on  floor  privileges 
in  the  Congress  of  former  members 
who  become  either  foreign  or  U.S. 
lobbyists; 

•  Measures  to  help  ensure  that 
U.S.  lobbyists  in  other  countries 
receive  access  equivalent  to  foreign 
lobbyists  in  the  United  States; 

•  Favorable  considerations  for 
foreign  governments  that  grant 
reciprocal  privileges  to  American 
lobbyists; 

•  A  federal  government  office  to 
administer  the  act. 

The  Legion  advocates  a  post- 
employment  ban  of  three  or  four 
years  that  would  prevent  officials 
from  wrongly  influencing  an  admin- 
istration or  Congress.  The  law,  how- 
ever, should  contain  provisions  for 
waivers  when  no  harm  would  be 
done  to  the  United  States. 

The  Legion  also  believes  that  any 
new  laws  must  recognize  the  pub- 
lic's First  Amendment  rights  to  peti- 
tion Congress  and  the  President.  □ 


low  profile:  "Lobbying  is  very  power- 
ful. It  is  one  of  the  great  hallmarks  of 
America  and  Washington." 

The  Japanese  are  especially  skillful 
in  lobbying.  According  to  Richard  C. 
Sachs  of  the  Congressional  Research 
Service,  it  is  easier  for  the  Japanese  to 
influence  the  open  American  political 
system  than  it  is  to  influence  their  own 
restrictive  system. 

Pat  Choate,  author  of  Agents  of  Influ- 
ence, goes  to  the  heart  of  Japanese  influ- 
ence: "But  of  all  nations,  Japan  under- 
stands best  that  political  power  in 
America  is  a  commodity  that  can  be 
acquired  by  the  highest  bidder." 

Japan  currently  spends  a  total  of 
more  than  $100  million  annually  to 
lobby  Washington,  and  an  additional 
$300  million  lobbying  state  and  local 
governments,  according  to  Choate. 

The  investment  in  lobbying  pays  off: 

•  In  1988-1989,  Japanese  lobbying 
was  instrumental  in  having  light  trucks 
classified  as  cars  for  import  purposes. 
That  reduced  the  tariff  from  25  percent 
to  2.5  percent. 

However,  these  same  vehicles  were 
reclassified  as  trucks  after  arriving  in 
the  United  States,  thereby  subjecting 
them  to  lower  fuel-efficiency,  emis- 
sions and  safety  standards. 

•  In  1987-88,  lobbying  by  Toshiba 
helped  reduce  sanctions  against  it  for  its 
illegal  sale  of  submarine  technology  to 
the  Soviet  Union. 

•  Japanese  rice  costs  seven  times 
more  than  rice  grown  by  American 
farmers,  but  the  Japanese  government 
prohibits  American  rice  imports.  Suc- 
cessful lobbying  helps  perpetuate  this 
unfair  trade  practice. 

•  American  construction  firms  oper- 
ated in  many  countries  during  the 
1980s,  but  not  in  Japan.  The  Japanese 
government  prevented  American  con- 
struction firms  from  bidding  on  proj- 
ects in  Japan,  while  potent  Japanese 
lobbying  quashed  retaliatory  efforts 
mounted  by  some  members  of  Con- 
gress. 

These  examples  show  how  well- 
financed  foreign  agents  may  have 
greater  access  to  American  policy 
making  and  legislative  processes  than 
our  citizens. 

But  do  American  lobbyists  for  Amer- 
ican interests  have  similar  access  in 
other  nations? 

The  Department  of  State  told  The 
American  Legion  that  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment, unlike  many  other  nations,  does 
not  employ  lobbyists  to  influence  other 
Please  turn  to  page  46 
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Remem 
when  it 
seemed 
simple! 


All  you  wanted  to  do  was  get  back  home  to  the  "special  girl "  who  was  waiting  for  you. 
That  "girl "  has  been  by  your  side  ever  since ... 

...  seeing  you  through  years  that  were  simple.  And  years  that  weren't.  Making  your  life  more  complete  than 
you  ever  imagined  it  could  be. 

And  now  today  —  from  The  American  Legion  —  there's  a  new  way  you  can  say  "thanks"  to  that 
special  girl  of  yours  ... 

...  it's  a  NEW  economical  Term  Life  Plan  (available  exclusively  to  Legion  members)  —  that 
promises  to  take  care  of  your  "girl"  in  years  ahead  when  you're  no  longer  there  to  do  it  yourself. 

The  price  for  this  new  Legion-approved  Plan  will  be  very  agreeable  to  you.  (Chances  are,  you  '11  pay  less  than 
a  cup  of  coffee  a  day  for  as  much  as  $10,000  worth!) 

And  you  can  apply  for  a  whole  lot  more  than  $10,000.  (In  fact,  if  you  're  under  age  50,  up  to  $1,000,000  may  be 
available  to  you.) 


So ...  to  look  after  that  "special  girl "  in  your  life ... 
fill  out  the  coupon  at  right  and  mail  it  to:  American 
Legion  Insurance  Plans,  P.O.  Box  93124,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa  50393.  Or  call  TOLL  FREE  1-800-542-5547. 

We'll  send  you  back  a  FREE  Information  Kit  that 
explains  all  about  the  new  Legion-approved  Term 
Life  Insurance  Plan.  THERE'S  ABSOLUTELY 
NO  OBLIGATION!  NO  SALESMAN  WILL 
CALL. 


r 


YES!  Please  send  my  FREE  Information  Kit  that  explains  all  about 
the  new  Legion-approved  Term  Life  Plan.  I  know  there's  no  obligation. 


Name. 


Street  Address . 


City,  State,  ZIP. 


Return  this  coupon  to:  American  Legion  Insurance  Plans, 
P.O.  Box  93124,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  50393. 
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Veterans  update 


Did  you  know  your  VAdisabUity  rating  can 

be  increased?  It's  true,  but  you  must  initiate  the  procedure, 
according  to  VA  officials,  who  said  they  will  review  your 
evaluation  if  you  submit  evidence  of  any  change  in  your 
medical  condition. 

There  is  a  catch-22.  If  the  rating  procedure  is  re-opened, 
three  things  can  happen.  After  review  of  your  condition,  the 
rating  can  be  increased  or  continued  at  the  same  rating.  But, 
it  also  can  be  decreased. 

That  is  why  when  applying  to  re-open  your  case,  you 
should  make  sure  all  pertinent  data  is  included.  Your  submis- 
sion should  contain  information  concerning  any  treatment  at 
a  VA  facility,  including  the  location  and  dates  of  the  treat- 
ment. Copies  of  reports  from  private  physicians  and  hospitals 
also  should  be  submitted.  A  VA  rating  board  will  then 
evaluate  the  evidence  to  determine  whether  a  change  in  the 
disability  rating  is  warranted. 

There  may  be  some  good  news  for  vietnam- 

era  veterans  who  were  refused  educational  benefits  while 
pursuing  associate  degrees  between  Jan.  1,  1982,  and  Dec. 
31,  1984.  Retroactive  payment  of  GI  educational  benefits 
may  be  in  store  for  some  of  these  veterans. 

Potentially  eligible  for  the  payments  are  Vietnam-era 
veterans  who  did  not  use  all  the  months  of  their  VA  educa- 
tional benefits  and  were  pursuing  courses  in  an  approved 
associate  degree  program  predominantly  vocational  in  con- 
tent. 

For  additional  information  contact  the  Cleveland  VA 
Regional  Office  toll-free  at  1-800-827-8144,  or  write  to  the 
VA  Regional  Office,  Attn.:  2 IP,  Celebrezze  Federal  Build- 
ing, 1240  East  9th  St.,  Cleveland,  OH  44199. 

Claims  for  the  retroactive  benefits  must  be  received  by  the 
Cleveland  office  no  later  than  Aug.  20,  1992. 

care  at  many  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  medical 
facilities,  according  to  recent  testimony  before  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Human  Resources  and  Intergovernmental 
Relations. 

Mary  Ann  Curran,  registered  nurse  and  quality  of  health 
care  specialist  for  the  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO), 
told  lawmakers  she  evaluated  the  quality  of  medical  care 
received  by  veterans  at  VA  medical  centers. 

Using  information  from  the  GAO  and  VA,  her  evaluation 
team  found  life-threatening  deficiencies  in  several  areas  of 
veterans'  medical  care. 

The  team  visited  six  medical  centers,  and  uncovered 
serious  problems  in  the  quality  of  care  at  each. 

The  medical  centers  provided  inadequate  emergency 
responses,  known  as  codes,  in  cardiac  and  respiratory  arrest, 
according  to  Curran.  "An  unsuccessful  code  results  in  a 
death,"  she  testified.  "At  one  medical  center,  the  percentage 


of  unsuccessful  codes  in  one  month  was  as  high  as  52  per- 
cent." 

The  team  also  found  some  physicians  were  often  untrained 
and  inexperienced  in  code  responses.  They  found  some 
physicians  untrained  on  the  proper  use  of  equipment  and 
incapable  to  evaluate  patients'  condition.  In  some  cases  the 
equipment  did  not  work. 

Curran' s  team  also  found  infection  control  inadequate  at 
the  hospitals,  resulting  in  a  high  percentage  of  infections. 
"Also,  elementary  diagnostic  tests  to  identify  infections, 
such  as  chest  x-rays  or  cultures,  were  not  prepared  in  several 
cases  that  we  reviewed,"  said  Curran. 

She  said  the  lack  of  supervision  of  some  medical  residents 
and  interns  was  considered  the  most  serious  problem  at  the 
centers.  "At  one  medical  center,  post-operative  notes  were 
not  signed  by  supervisory  physicians  in  75  percent  of  the 
cases,"  she  said.  "We  discovered  several  cases  of  patients 
who  died  because  of  errors  made  by  unsupervised  interns  or 
residents." 

American  Legion  National  Commander  Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco  was  appalled  when  he  heard  about  the  serious 
deficiencies  at  the  VA  medical  centers.  "It  is  inconceivable  to 
me  how  these  serious  situations  in  our  veterans'  medical 
facilities  keep  surfacing.  To  think  of  how  these  veterans  put 
their  lives  on  the  line  day  after  day  to  keep  this  country  free, 
and  now  they  receive  second  rate  care.  This  cannot,  and  will 
not,  be  tolerated." 

The  Vietnam  Widows  Research  Project  is 

seeking  women  who  were  widowed  by  the  Vietnam  War  to 
document  their  experiences  and  offer  moral  support. 

"The  pain  and  agony  of  this  loss  has  never  healed,"  said 
Jacquelyn  M.  Beatty  of  the  project.  "It  is  our  intent  to  not 
only  conduct  research,  but  also  to  facilitate  the  healing  which 
is  long  overdue.  The  women  with  whom  we  have  already 
been  in  contact  are  enthusiastic  about  the  possibility  that  they 
might  finally  be  recognized  for  their  sacrifice." 

According  to  Beatty,  the  research  project  is  forming  a 
network  through  which  Vietnam  widows  can  contact  each 
other,  hoping  to  provide  data  and  recommendations  for  better 
support  for  widows  of  wars. 

For  more  information  write,  Vietnam  Widows  Research 
Project,  P.O.  Box  332,  Prospect,  KY 40059-0332. 

M 

I  ■  lembers  of  the  Armed  Forces  who  served 

in  Hawaii  on  Dec.  7,  1941 ,  and  civilian  employees  of  the  War 
Department  or  Navy  Department  who  were  wounded  in  the 
attack,  or  survivors  of  those  who  were  killed  are  eligible  to 
receive  the  Pearl  Harbor  Commemorative  Medal. 

Eligible  veterans  or  their  survivors  should  call  toll-free 
1-800-545-4052  for  information  and  application  forms. 
Application  forms  are  available  also  from  VA  regional 
offices.  □ 
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TJ1A  r*Tfl#  SePfic  He|Per 

JC jHLw  X  •  prevents  septic 
problems  and  saves  you  $$$$! 


Let  Septic  Helper  prevent 
and  stop  all  septic  tank 
and  cesspool  problems. 


avoid: 


re-doing  drain  fields 


costly  expenses 
pumpouts  •  wet  spots 
clogged  drains  •  offensive  odors 


100% 

GUARANTEED 


Do  away  with  pumping 
out  your  septic  tank 
periodically  and  SAVE 
money  at  the  same  time! 
Just  a  small  amount  of 
SEPTIC  HELPER  con- 
verts all  wastes  into 
liquid.  SEPTIC  HELPER  goes  right  to  work  to 
digest  solids,  then  cleans  the  interior  walls,  and 
proceeds  to  the  drain  fields.  It  opens  the  earth 
and  allows  it  to  percolate.  Even  though  SEPTIC 
HELPER  is  a  powerful  cleaner,  it's  HARMLESS 
to  humans,  animals,  plant  life  and  all  piping. 

Finally...Septic  Maintenance 
Made  Easy! 

For  More  Information  Call  Toll  Free 

1-800-544-4074 

OR  Fill  Out  Coupon 

Keep  your  septic  tank  and 
cesspool  in  great  shape. 
Use  SEPTIC  HELPER! 


Septic  Tank/Cesspool 
Before 

IZZZZy 


Septic  Tank/Cesspool  After 


Drain  Lines  Before/After 


A  drain  pipe 
Rms  %  of  its 
diameter  in  5 
years  due  to 
organic  Build-up. 


SEPTIC  HELPER 

wia"  restore  the 
pipe  to  Qrigtoai 
after  a  few 

IBOfltftS  of 

treatment. 


I  am  interested  in  more  information  on 
SEPTIC  HELPER 

Name  

Address  

Town  

Zip  


State . 


Telephone  i 


-)- 


How  many  septic  tanks/cesspools? - 


Mail  in  Coupon  to: 
Krane  Products  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  521,  Larchmont,  NY  10538 
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Veterans  benefits  have  eroded  to  the  point  that  some  are 
distant  memories.  Medical  cuts  have  hurt  the  poor  the 
elderly  and  the  uninsured.  The  means  test  humiliates 
all  veterans.  And  more  cuts  are  threatened. 


F 


OR  four  decades  fol- 
lowing World  War  II,  the 
time  it  takes  young  men  to 
grow  old,  American  vet- 
erans received  free  med- 
ical care  regardless  of  the 
nature  of  their  illness, 
injury  or  infirmity. 

Also  for  four  decades, 
veterans  could  depend  on  VAs  help  for 
a  college  education,  a  home  loan,  job 
training  and  more. 
Do  you  remember: 

•  When  you  didn't  need  a  down  pay- 
ment to  buy  a  house  on  the  GI  Bill? 

•  When  VA  home  loans  provided 
direct  financing  at  reduced  interest 
rates— and  did  it  profitably? 

•  When  a  disabled  veteran  could 
expect  training  and  help  finding  em- 
ployment through  vocational  rehabil- 
itation? 

•  When  a  free  college  education  was 
part  of  the  benefits  package  for  serving 
your  country? 

•  When  you  could  count  on  a  disa- 
bility pension  after  you  reached  age  65 
because  of  your  wartime  service? 

•  When  you  could  expect  the  govern- 
ment to  help  your  survivors  defray  the 
cost  of  burial  if  you  chose  to  be  buried 
in  a  private  cemetery? 

•  When  VA  medical  care  and  medica- 
tion were  free? 

•  When  veterans  didn't  have  to 
undergo  the  humiliation  of  proving  they 
were  destitute  before  grudgingly  being 


granted  limited  VA  medical  treatment? 

•  When  a  veteran  was  a  veteran, 
instead  of  a  mandatory  or  discretionary 
classification? 

No  more. 

Veterans  benefits  have  eroded  to  the 
point  that  some  are  distant  memories. 
The  fight  to  keep  these  benefits  is  a 
battle  that  has  been  going  on  ever  since 
the  first  Hoover  Commission  was 
formed  to  investigate  VA  in  1949,  a 
mere  four  years  after  the  war's  end.  The 
commission  advised  Congress  to  merge 
civilian  and  VA  health  care,  limit  or 
exclude  non-service  connected  vet- 
erans from  treatment  and  shut  down  a 
number  of  VA  hospitals. 

THE  Hoover  report  played  on  the  fear 
that  the  government  would  eventu- 
ally find  itself  paying  for  the  nation's 
then-17.5  million  non-service  con- 
nected veterans  at  taxpayers'  expense. 

"Wholesale  slashes  in  the  federal 
budget  for  VA  will,  if  enacted  by  Con- 
gress, be  reflected  in  sharply  reduced 
services  to  disabled  veterans.  Cuts  will 
be  most  keenly  felt  in  hospital,  medical 
and  domiciliary  care  for  disabled  war 
veterans.  All  in  the  name  of  economy." 

That  quote  could  have  come  from 
today's  news  stories,  but  it  appeared  in 
The  American  Legion  magazine  in 
July  1953,  the  month  the  Korean  War 
ended.  Congress  was  already  attempt- 
ing to  slash  benefits. 
The  VA  wasn't  popular  with  many 


lawmakers.  Remember,  the  original  GI 
Bill  passed  in  1944  by  just  one  vote. 
Some  fretted  over  the  expense.  Others, 
once  the  post-war  elections  were  over, 
wanted  to  scrap  the  program.  Politi- 
cally, it  had  served  its  purpose.  Yet 
through  it  all,  VA  survived,  often 
because  the  Legion  was  there  to  help. 

Resistance  wasn't  limited  to  veter- 
ans' health  care.  In  1953,  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  had  to  threaten  legal  action 
against  the  U.S.  Civil  Service  before  it 
finally  complied  with  veteran's  prefer- 
ence hiring  practices. 

If  Congress  wasn't  trying  to  reduce 
veterans  benefits,  it  seemed  to  be 
looking  for  ways  to  use  VA  to  bail  out 
other  government  programs. 

For  instance,  until  the  mid-1980s, 
the  VA's  home  loan  program  was  a 
healthy  self-sufficient  division  of  the 
VA.  It  not  only  guaranteed  home  loans 
to  veterans  through  private  lenders,  it 
also  occasionally  made  direct  loans  to 
veterans  when  banks  wouldn't.  More- 
over, it  showed  a  profit. 

In  1981 ,  the  VA  home  loan  division 
was  ordered  to  liquidate  its  direct  loan 
portfolio.  By  1984,  the  financial 
cushion  created  by  good  VA  loans  to 
veterans  that  had  been  built  over  four 
decades  had  been  spent. 

The  result  was  an  end  to  direct  loans 
to  veterans  from  VA.  The  no-down- 
payment  policy  was  exchanged  for  a 
service  fee  of  hundreds  of  dollars  added 
to  the  cost  of  each  mortgage.  This  fee 
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SURGERY  —  Through  the  1980s,  VA's  medical  budget  grew  less  than  one 
percent  a  year.  But  medical  costs  climbed  at  a  double-digit  rate. 


has  been  raised  twice  in  five  years. 

What  happened  to  the  VA  home  loan 
program  was  typical  of  what  took  place 
throughout  VA. 

The  G.I.  Bill  college  tuition  pro- 
gram, that  educated  the  World  War  II 
generation,  was  pared  down  after  the 
Vietnam  War  to  a  mere  recruiting  tool. 

To  offset  that,  in  1991,  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  proposed  legislation  aimed 
at  raising  the  education  benefits  for 
today's  Desert  Storm  veterans  to  a  level 
approaching  the  actual  costs  of  college. 

But  too  often,  money  that  should 


have  been  applied  to  veterans  benefits 
has  been  diverted  to  other  government 
projects. 

In  1 984,  opponents  of  VA  health  care 
scored  a  major  victory  with  "means 
testing."  Veterans  who  used  to  qualify 
for  VA  treatment  now  had  to  prove  their 
poverty  to  remain  eligible  for  care.  If 
they  weren't  poor  enough,  they  either 
had  to  pay  for  a  portion  of  their  treat- 
ment or  they  received  no  treatment  at 
all. 

Only  The  American  Legion  actively 
opposed  that  legislation,  believing  that 


GROWING  numbers 
of  older  veterans 
would  soon  put  on 
intolerable  burden 
on  an  already 
strained  system. 


••••••< 
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once  means  testing  was  in  effect,  more 
cuts  and  curtailments  of  benefits  would 
follow. 

The  government  said  means  testing 
would  save  money,  and  therefore  extend 
care  to  more  veterans  that  really  needed 
it.  Other  veteran's  organizations 
bought  this  explanation.  Most  felt  the 
means  testing  would  be  the  end  of  any 
further  benefit  cuts,  and  the  average 
veteran  could  easily  afford  the  copay- 
ment  factors  built  into  means  testing. 

History  proved  the  Legion's  fears  to 
be  well-founded.  It  was  like  opening 
Pandora's  box.  Congress  continued  to 
cut  benefits  in  all  major  areas,  but  espe- 
cially in  health  care. 

Of  course,  medical  care  is  not  the 
only  benefit  earned  by  American  vet- 
erans and  it  is  not  the  only  benefit  being 
attacked  in  the  name  of  austerity. 

For  example,  the  Legion-written 
WWII  GI  Bill  of  Rights  which  was 
opposed  by  every  other  major  veterans' 
organization,  was  called  by  one  author- 
ity, "one  of  the  most  enlightened  pieces 
of  social  legislation  ever  passed  in  the 
country."  Included  in  the  law  were: 

•  Competitive  home  loan  rates  with 
no  down  payment; 

•  Sufficient  cash  to  pay  for  college 
tuition  and  living  expenses; 

•  Extra  help  in  getting  jobs,  retrain- 
ing for  new  jobs,  or,  if  you  were  dis- 
abled because  of  your  military  service, 
special  rehabilitation  and  job  training. 

Even  these  have  been  trimmed. 

Today,  the  list  of  diminished  benefits 
is  lengthy  and  troublesome.  These  cuts 
have  always  had  the  most  disastrous 
effect  on  poor  and  elderly  veterans 
whose  ailments  were  not  directly 
service-connected.  For  veterans  with 
insufficient  family  support  systems  and 
little  or  no  health  insurance  coverage, 
VA  was  their  safety  net,  their  last  resort. 

Please  turn  page 
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Some  cuts  seem  minor,  but  collec- 
tively, they  add  up  to  a  major  erosion  of 
veterans  benefits.  Whether  you  are 
totally  dependent  on  VA,  or  expect  to 
have  no  contact  with  VA  except  for  your 
burial,  you  will  feel  these  cuts.  What- 
ever your  country  did  for  you  in  return 
for  your  military  service,  you  country  is 
now  doing  less. 

*  *  * 

At  the  end  of  WWII,  a  grateful  nation 
bestowed  upon  veterans  a  comprehen- 
sive benefit  package.  Not  a  gift,  but 
earned  and  deserved  benefits— benefits 
that  would  pay  dividends  back  to  the 
nation.  The  education  money  and  the 
home  loan  program  (that  also  included 


farm  and  small  business  loans  for  a  few 
years)  produced  the  backbone  of  the 
post-war  middle  class. 

The  generation  of  the  G.I.  Bill 
created  the  most  productive,  most  suc- 
cessful society  America  has  ever 
known. 

To  care  for  the  injured  veteran,  the 
then- Veterans  Administration  created  a 
network  of  172  top-flight  hospitals. 
Allied  with  major  medical  schools, 
these  VA  Medical  Centers  once  helped 
train  half  the  new  doctors  graduating 
each  year.  Two  Nobel  prizes  were  won 
for  research  done  through  VA.  The  sys- 
tem was  efficient. 

All  wartime  veterans  over  65  were 


THE  LEGION  FIGHTS  BACK 


COR  more  than  70  years,  The 
■  American  Legion  has  played 
conservationist  against  the  erosion 
of  veterans  benefits.  Sometimes, 
this  is  not  a  popular  role.  When  The 
American  Legion  spoke  out  in  1984 
against  means  testing,  which  elimi- 
nated VA  medical  benefits  for  many 
veterans,  it  was  the  only  veterans 
organization  to  do  so. 

In  1953,  when  U.S.  government 
agencies  were  not  giving  veterans 
employment  preference  under  the 
law,  the  threat  of  a  Legion  lawsuit 
brought  the  Civil  Service  into  line. 

Today,  members  of  the  Legion's 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation, 
Legislative,  Economics,  and  National 
Security /Foreign  Relations  divisions 
testify  before  Congress  30  to  60  times 
a  year.  Due  to  its  broad  legislative 
portfolio,  The  American  Legion  is 
often  the  only  veterans  service  organ- 
ization represented  at  congressional 
committee  hearings.  Legion  experts 
also  work  closely  with  congressional 
members  and  VA  officials  on  pro- 
posed legislation,  budgetary  issues 
and  policy  changes. 

Legion  actions  stem  from  resolu- 
tions passed  by  delegates  at  National 
Conventions  and  mandates  adopted 
by  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee during  the  Spring  and  Fall 
meetings.  These  resolutions  are  the 
legislative  and  policy  road  map  the 
Legion  follows. 

Many  resolutions  have  been 
enacted  into  law  as  veteran  benefits. 
Best  known  was  the  Legion-written 
and-supported  WWII  GI  Bill  of 


Rights.  The  Legion  also  was  instru- 
mental in: 

•  initiating  veterans  preference  in 
hiring; 

•  creating  the  Disabled  Veterans 
Outreach  Program; 

•  recognizing  Post  Traumatic 
Stress  Disorder  and  expanding  treat- 
ment for  it; 

•  winning  benefits  for  radiation 
exposure  and  Agent  Orange  victims. 

•  instituting  judicial  review  of 
disputed  veterans  benefit  claims  and 
creating  the  Court  of  Veterans 
Appeals. 

"The  Legion's  presence  on 
Capitol  Hill  is  vital,"  says  National 
Commander  Dominic  DiFrancesco. 
"For  example,  we  have  testified  on 
the  need  for  expanding  the  nursing 
staff  within  VA  hospitals  and  clinics. 
This  year,  VA  will  pay  the  tuition  of 
an  additional  1 ,200  nurses  who  will 
be  placed  in  critical-need  areas.  This 
is  a  program  similar  to  the  Cadet 
Nursing  Corps  of  years  ago,  and  we 
believe  the  Legion  had  a  major  role 
in  achieving  it,"  DiFrancesco  said. 

Among  other  veterans  issues,  the 
Legion  is  now: 

•  campaigning  for  full  funding  for 
VA; 

•  demanding  additional  benefits 
for  victims  of  Agent  Orange  and 
ionizing  radiation; 

•  urging  additional  special  bene- 
fits for  former  POWs; 

•  proposing  increased  education 
benefits  for  Desert  Storm  veterans; 

•  fighting  to  keep  VA  medical  fa- 
cilities for  veterans  only.  — K.  S.  □ 


eligible  for  full  care,  regardless  of 
service-connection  or  financial  condi- 
tion. Veterans  with  non-service  con- 
nected ailments,  officially  treated  on  a 
space  available  basis,  could  almost 
always  receive  timely,  quality  care. 

Most  veterans  could  get  medical 
help.  Millions  received  loans,  jobs  and 
educational  training.  America  believed 
VA  was  taking  care  of  its  veterans.  But, 
behind  the  medical  care  and  the  other 
programs  a  money  battle  still  con- 
tinued, pitting  veterans'  needs  against 
what  the  government  was  willing  to 
spend. 

Then  a  few  million  new  veterans 
were  added  to  the  VA's  workload  by  the 
Korean  War  in  the  1950s  and  the  Viet- 
nam War  in  the  1960s  and  1970s. 

The  VA  looked  down  the  road  and  all 
it  could  see  was  a  shrinking  budget, 
rising  costs  and  masses  of  aging  vet- 
erans marching  up  the  road. 

FOR  EXAMPLE,  VA  operated  172 
hospitals  and  105  clinics  in  1955. 
The  hospitals  handled  in  excess  of 
100,000  veterans  a  day  and  the  clinics 
received  140,000  visits  per  month.  Daily 
domiciliary  care  was  provided  for 
17,000  veterans.  At  the  same  time, 
more  than  25,000  sick,  disabled  and 
eligible  veterans  were  waiting  their  turn 
in  VA  facilities. 

By  the  1980s  the  fight  over  VA  funds 
got  rougher. 

The  WWII  veteran,  now  in  his  60s, 
needed  more  care  than  ever  before.  The 
older  he  got,  the  more  expensive  the 
care  became  and  the  harder  it  was  for 
him  to  afford  it.  Korean  veterans  were 
only  a  few  years  behind  and  the  Vietnam 
veterans  were  reaching  middle  age. 

A  VA  report  released  in  the  mid- 
1980s  predicted  veterans  over  65  would 
number  6.7  million  in  1990  and  would 
peak  at  9  million  in  1999.  Veterans  over 
75  would  number  1.4  million  in  1990, 
2.6  million  in  1995  and,  in  2010,  4.4 
million. 

VA  had  been  created  to  treat  veterans 
during  an  era  when  age  was  not  a  factor. 
It  did  not  take  a  rocket  scientist  to  figure 
out  VA  health  care  would  have  to  be 
revamped  to  meet  the  demands  of  an 
aging  veteran  population.  But  with 
money  limited  and  VA's  budget  already 
under  attack,  the  growing  numbers  of 
older  veterans  would  soon  put  an  intol- 
erable burden  upon  an  already  strained 
system. 

What  was  Congress'  solution?  They 
began  to  reduce  VA's  budget  so  it  would 
have  no  choice  but  to  curtail  treatment 
Please  turn  to  page  62 


40 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


atiM**  "YOU'LL  LOVE 
MY  LOW  VITAMIN  PRICES" 


Bob  Lee 


MATCHING  PAIR 
HIS  'N  HER 
"GOLDEN 
EAGLE  COIN" 
WATCHES! 


They're  probably  lower  than  you  dreamed  possible — especially  if  you 
have  been  buying  in  the  store. 
.     But  that's  only  half  the  story.  Most  important,  you'll  also  love  our  high 
'  quality  and  the  personal  attention  you  get.  Send  in  your  order  today 
while  these  low  prices  are  in  force. 


VITAMINS 

BY  MAIL  FROM 

LEE  NUTRITION 


Unique  matching 
watches!  Inspired  by 
rare  1866  $10  Gold 
Eagle  coin.  Rich 
golden  face,  elegant 
"alligator"  strap. 
Shows  Time,  Month 
&  Date,  Seconds  with 
digital  quartz  accu- 
racy. No  winding — batteries  included.  You 
could  pay  $20  or  more  for  watches  with  all 
these  features  . . .  but  now  get  both  as  a  gift. 
Simply  check  box  in  coupon,  add  $2.00  for 
handling,  and  we'll  include  your  FREE 
PAIR  OF  HIS  'N  HER  "$10  GOLD 


FREE  WITH  EVERY  ORDER 


EAGLE"  STYLE  WATCHES  with  your 
order  for  anything  in  this  ad. 

This  Offer  Expires  Feb.  29,  1992 
May  Never  Be  Repeatedl 


NIACIN 


TIME  RELEASE  500  MG.  TABLETS 
00  A  50  250  FOR  8.00 
TABS  H      500  FOR  15.00 

#  Ask  your  Doctor  about  the  Choles- 
terol lowering  benefits  of  NIACIN 


BETA-CAROTENE 

CAPSULES  100  FOR  2.9S 
25,000  IU  250  FOR  6.75 
PRO-VITAMIN  A  500  FOR  12.75 


I  VITAMIN  C°  100  *°r  87,1 

I  WITH  ROSE  HIPS 


w,th  rosehips^  □  500  for  3.99 1 


CALCIUM  BOO 

PLUS  VITAMIN  D 

Each  lablel  contains  1500  Mg  ol  Calcium  Carbon 
ale  wnich  supplies  600  mg  ot  elemental  calcium 
plus  125  i  u  ol  Vitamin  D  to  help  Calcium 
absorOtion  Same  potency  as  CAlTRATE"1  600 
plus  Vitamin  0  selling  al  $6  84  lor  60  tablets  Our 
prices— 

60  TABLETS  3.00    120  TABLETS  4.50 
240  TABLETS  8.00 


Enjoy  3  Nutritious  Meals  on  The 

GRAPEFRUIT  DIET  PILL 

PLAN  AND  LOSE  WEIGHT  FAST 

Contains  one  of  the  strongest  diet  aids 
available  without  prescription  Includes 
modern  effective  diet  plan  that  lets  you 
enjoy  3  delicious  meals  and  snacks 
everyday  as  you  lose  weight 

90  FOR  2.98   250  FOR  6.00   500  FOR  9.85 


1     r400  UNITW  C0MF 

VITAMIN 


I       400  UNIT"" 

VITAMIN  E 

1    CAPSULES  ■■■ 

I limit  urrtn 
ONE  OF  ANY  SIZE  EXPIRES 
^      TO  A  FAMILY  2/29^92 


COMPARE  ANYWHERE  ■ 

□  100  for  1.45| 

□  500  for  6.99 | 

□  1000  for  13.95 1 

MAIL  COUPON  WITH  ORDER  ' 


19  GR.  1200  mg  HI-POTENCY 

LECITHIN  soVfor  l?l 


VITAMIN  A  CREME 

FOR  .      2  0Z  FOR 

CARE    (RETIN0L)  *6.50 

NO  PRESCRIPTION  REQUIRED 


THE  MOST  WANTED  POTENCY 


GINSENG 


2S0  MG.  CAPSULES 
100  lor     250  lor 

$2.89  $6.25 


500  MG.  CAPSULES 
50  lor      100  lor 

$2.75  $4.95 


VITAMIN 

A 

25.000  UNITS 
100  $4  ig 
FOR  I 
500  FOR  $4.75 


9  Vital  Minerals 

Multi- 
Minerals 

98c 


100 
TABLETS 
500  FOR  $4.50 


HIGH-FIBER 

FIBER  TABLETS 

combines  the  6 
highest  fiber 
sources  in 
every  tablet 
150  TABS  2.49 
300  TABS  4.50 
600  TABS  7.85 


HIGH  POTENCY 

VITAMIN  B6 

50  MG  Tablets  100  MG  Tablets 
100  for  89*  100  for  1.49 
500  for  3.98     250  for  3.65 


Pure   x 

Lecithin  , 
granules 

4  Lbs. 

9.99 


2.98 


2  Lb*. 

5.49 


HERBAL 

LAXATIVE 

100  QCC 

TABLETS  00 

500  FOR  3.49 

BONE 
MEAL 

TABLETS 

TABLETS  49C 

500  for  $2  19 
1,000  for  $3  69 

VITAMIN 

A  &  D 

TABLETS 
(5000A.  400D) 
100  for  49c 
500  for  1 .95 
1OO0  for  3.50 

HIGH  FIBER 

BRAN 

500  MG  Tablets 
100  for  69C 
500  for  $2.99 

ACIDOPHILUS 

CAPSULES 

100  for  1.79 
250  for  4.45 
500  for  8.75 

MULTICAL 

TABLETS 

100  For  .95C 
500  For  3.75 
1000  For  5.85 

BREWER'S 
YEAST 

7Vj  grain 

„r  TABLETS 

Tablets  (5) 
1,000  for  $1.99 

500  mg  Tablets 

L-LYSINE 

100  «298 
300  $848 

SUPER  ORGANIC 

IRON 
TABS 

100—1.49 
500—5.49 

VITAMINS  FOR 

HAIR  CARE 

100DAY  «Q75 
SUPPLY  vO 
250  DAY  $C98 
SUPPLY  *U 

PAPAYA 
PAPAIN 

DIGESTANT 

100  cct 

TABLETS 

500  for  2.75 

SELENIUM 

100  MCG. 
TABLETS 

TABS  $225 
500  for  $9.95 

INDIVIDUAL  B-VITAMIN  Tablets 

500  MG. 

BEE 
POLLEN 

TABS 

100  for  219 

500  for  $7.50 


BORON 

FOR  BETTER 
UTILIZATION 
OF  CALCIUM 

90  TABS-1.95 
180  TABS-3.50 


COO  LIVER 
OIL  CAPS 

100  QQ£ 

CAPS  OO 
500  Caps  $3.99 


HERBAL 
DIURETIC 

100  $-149 

Tablets*  I 
500  lor  $5.99 


CRANBERRY  capsules 

Equal  to  1 1 32  MG  of  cranberry  juice 
Has  been  found  to  favor  urinary  tract 

100  FOR  $3.00  250  FOR  $6.00 

100-B  COMPLEX 

100  MG  EACH  OF  B-1.  B-2,  B-6  NIA- 
CINAMIDE. CHOLINE,  INOSITOL.  PAN- 
TOTHENIC ACID  &  PABA.  100  MCG 
EACH  OF  B  12.  BI0TIN  &  FOLIC  ACID 
50  TABS  3.35    100  TABS  5.49 


EPA  CAPSULES 

PROFESSIONAL  QUALITY  EXTRACTED  FROM  FISH  BODY  OILS 
Since  it  has  now  been  deter  mined  that  EPA  is  very  eHec 

live  weareortenngunsurpassedoualityEPAcapsulesat  100  for  4.95 

very  low  prices  Each  sealed  capsule  contains  1 80  Mg  ot  ?nn  )of  g  511 

EPA  plus  120  Mg  of  0HA  We  are  currently  filling  orders  .„„  ,  i?« 

from  individuals  doctors  and  hospitals  Others  charge  up  4UU  lor  1/  00 
to  $19  00  for  100  capsules  of  this  potency 


ALFALFA 

„  Tablets 
100  OQC 
TABLETS  »30 

500  FOR  $1.55 
1  000  FOR  $2.89 


GARLIC 
OIL 

CAPSULES 

„  100  7Qt 

Capsules     I  9 

500  for  $3.19 


DOLOMITE 

TABLETS 

Laboratory  tested 

TABLETS  HO 

1.000  lor  S1  79 


NATURAL  VITAMIN  C  Tablet, 

LOW  PRICES               With  Rose  Hips 

QUANTITY 

2S0  MG 

500  MG 

1  000  MG 

100 

95« 

1.39 

1.95 

500 

4.49 

6.59 

9.39 

1000 

7.99 

12.49 

17.95 

VITAMIN    E  CAPSULES 

MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE  — HIGHEST  QUALITY 

SIZE 

200  1  U 

400  I  U 

1  000  I  u 

100 

1.89 

2.99 

7.89 

500 

8.99 

14.69 

37.98 

1000 

17.59 

28.49 

69.85 

OAT 
BRAN 

FIGHTS 
CHOLESTEROL 

CEREAL 

1  lb -1.85 
3  lbs  -4.65 
6  lbs  -8.95 

TABLETS 

100-1.10 
500-4.75 
1000-8.50 


"KEY  4"  TABS  _  m  


Therapeutic 
with  Minerals 

same  potency  same 
formula  as  Squibb  s 
Theragran— M® 
too  $498 

TABLETS  I 

500  for  $9.49 


CENTRO 

VITES 

with  minerals 
comparable  to 
CENTRUM  ™ 
at  one  third 
the  price. 
130  Tablets  2.99 


OYSTER 
CALCIUM 

TABLETS 

COMPARABLE  TO 

OSCAf 
250  mg  with  Vn  D 
100  FOR  1  50 

500  mg 
100  FOR  2  75 


KELP,  VITAMIN  B6,  LECITHIN 
&  CIDER  VINEGAR 

Highest  Quality 
Only  the  low  price  is  different 
100  for  79*  500  for  2.99 


Chelated 

ZINC 

15  MG  TABLETS 
100  <j7t 
TABLETS  Of 
1,000  FOR  $3.49 


POTASSIUM  Ti°°ts95* 
GLUCONATE  500  for  $4  29 

595  MG        1,000  lor  $7.99 


r  PRICES  IN  THIS  AD  GOOD  UNTIL  FEB.  29,  1992 

MAIL  YOUR  ORDER  TO 

Lee  Nutrition 

290  MAIN  ST.,  B280 
CAMBRIDGE,  MASS.  02142 


100  for  500  lor  1,000  lor 

100  mg.  VITAMIN  B1   $1.25    $5  50  $9  85 

50  mg.  VITAMIN  B2             $1.25    $5  50  $9.85 

*  100  mg.  NIACIN                     $140    $4.95  $7.95 

100  mg  NIACINAMIDE            $1.00    $3.85  $6.50 

400  meg.  FOLIC  ACID              65C    $2.85  $4.95 

100  meg.  B12   65C   $2.50  $4.35 

300  meg.  BI0TIN   $1.45    $6.50  $10.95 

250  mg.  CHOLINE                $1.65    $6.95  $12.00 

250  mg  INOSITOL                 $3.75  $16.89  $29.75 

100  mg.  PANTO.  ACID            $1.69   $5.75  $9.75 

100  mg.  PABA   $1.00    $4.50  $7.85 


"Natural  12" 

Brewers  Yeast.  Lecithin.  Alfalfa.  Kelp.  Rose 
Hips.  Whey.  Papaya,  Apple  Pectin.  Wheat  Germ. 
Dolomite,  Desiccated  Liver,  Bone  Meal 
A  dozen         250  for  1.85 
Supplements  in     500  for  2.98 
ONE  tablet      1.000  for  5.49 

Desiccated  LIVER  Tablets 

7V2  GRAIN 
100  FOR  69°  1,000  FOR  3.50 


BALANCED  50  MG. 


B-COMPLEX 


HI-POTENCY 

"LEE-PLEX  50  MG." 

In  1  cap  daily,  50  mg  each  of  Vit  B1 . 
B2.  B6.  Niacinamide.  Pantothenic 
Acid.  Choline.  Inositol,  50  mg  Para- 
Ammobenzoic  Acid,  50  meg  each  of 
B12.  d-Biotin.  400  meg  Folic  Acid 

50  4  TO  100  rtCQ 
CAPS      1  ' 9     CAPS  4°' 

500  for  $10.59 


100  MCG. 

500  MCG. 

VITAMIN 

VITAMIN 

B-12 

B-12 

100  FOR  65« 

100  FOR  1.95 

500  FOR  2.50 

500  FOR  7.50 

HI-POTENCY 

STRESS  FORMULA 


High  Potency  8  Complex  &  Vit 

100    -195  250 
TABS  I 


TABS 


389 


'ALOE-VITE' 

with  ALOE  VERA. Vitamins  A  0  E  and  Pantfiend 
Relieves  skin  itching,  pain  and  irritation  promoles 
healing 

2  OZ.  TUBE-3.00  2  FOR  5.00 


MASTER  CARD  and  VISA 

accepted  Please  print  card 
number  and  expiration  date  on 
separate  piece  of  paper  We 
reserve  the  right  to  limit 
quantities 


QUANTITY 

SIZE 

NAME  OF  PRODUCT 

TOTAL 
PRICE 

 1  1   : 



Shipping  charge 

$2.00 

Handling  charge  for  His  N  Her  Watches 

$2.00 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED    TOTAL  AMOUNT 

FREE 
HIS  N 
HER 
WATCHES 


□ 


Just  check  this  box.  add  $2  00  for  handling 
your  FREE  His  N  Her  Watches  and  mail  your 
order  by  Feb.  29,  1992, 
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Legion  news 


Bush,  DiFrancesco  Commemorate 
Pearl  Harbor  50th  Anniversary 


iHMIIHIIIIIIMIi 


PASSING  IN  REVIEW-Pres/denr  George  Bush  on  the 
admiral's  barge  passes  sailors  manning  the  rails  on  his  way 
to  the  Arizona  Memorial  for  the  commemoration. 


ITH  solemn 
dignity,  our 
nation's 
leaders  com- 
memorated 
the  50th  anniversary  of 
Japan's  sneak  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor  and  America's  entry 


w 


into  World  WarU. 

In  addition  to  President 
George  Bush,  American 
Legion  National  Commander 
Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco, 
National  Adjutant  Robert  W. 
Spanogle  and  leaders  from 
other  veterans'  organizations 


gathered  at  the  USS  Arizona 
Memorial  Dec.  7  for  a 
national  memorial  ceremony. 

After  the  ceremony, 
DiFrancesco  looked  at  the 
ship  in  the  water  beneath  him 
and  imagined  the  horror  of  the 
crew  as  the  ship  sank  on  that 
December  Sunday  one-half 
century  ago. 

"I  was  8  years  old  and  I  was 
just  coming  home  from 
church  that  day,"  DiFrancesco 
recalls.  "The  news  of  the 
attack  came  over  the  radio, 
and  right  away  in  my  house 
there  was  shock,  sorrow  and 
tears.  We  all  knew  Americans 
were  going  to  war." 

The  USS  Arizona  Memo- 
rial, near  Ford  Island  in  Pearl 
Harbor,  was  built  in  1962  over 
the  sunken  battleship  and 
honors  the  1,177  sailors  and 
Marines  who  died  on  board. 

DiFrancesco  and  Auxiliary 
President  Margaret  Yankovich 
addressed  Legionnaires  and 
Auxiliary  members  Dec.  8  at 
the  Honolulu  Elks  Club. 


National  Vice  Commander 
Thomas  Cadmus  accom- 
panied a  delegation  of  Michi- 
gan veterans  who  survived 
the  attack. 

During  his  stay  in  Hawaii, 
DiFrancesco  visited  the  Joint 
Casualty  Resolution  Center 
and  the  Central  Identification 
Laboratory,  the  offices 
responsible  for  identifying 
remains  of  U.S.  POW/MIAs. 
DiFrancesco  also  toured  the 
VA  regional  office  in  Hawaii, 
and  paid  respects  to  the  2,403 
Americans  killed  during  the 
Japanese  attack  Dec.  7,  1941 , 
at  the  National  Cemetery  of 
the  Pacific  and  the  Hawaii 
State  Veterans  Memorial 
Cemetery. 

DiFrancesco  participated 
in  the  Pearl  Harbor  Survivors 
Parade  Dec.  6  and  attended 
meetings  of  veterans'  organi- 
zations, including  the  annual 
reunion  of  the  Naval  Crypto- 
logic  Veterans  Association,  a 
commemorative  gathering  of 
crew  members  of  the  USS  Mis- 
souri at  Pearl  Harbor  Naval 
Station  and  Pier  Bravo  25. 

From  Hawaii,  DiFrancesco 
traveled  to  the  Philippines, 
and  was  scheduled  to  visit 
Taiwan,  China,  the  Republic 
of  Korea  and  Hong  Kong.  □ 


Workshops  Modify  Mission 


HE  mission  of 
the  National 
Leadership 
Workshops  will 
be  redefined  in 
the  coming  months. 

For  13  years,  the  annual 
series  of  eight  regional  work- 
shops stimulated  member- 
ship and  program  growth, 
cut  costs,  improved  record- 
keeping capabilities  and  pro- 
vided leadership  training  for 
national,  Department  and 


Post  volunteers. 

But  now  as  Legion  mem- 
bership nears  an  all-time 
high,  the  mission  of  the 
workshops  must  be  rede- 
fined, says  Herman  G.  Har- 
rington, chairman  of  the 
Internal  Affairs  Commis- 
sion. Some  options  consid- 
ered for  revamping  the  work- 
shops include: 

•  Increasing  awareness  of 
the  workshops  among  those 
who  can  best  benefit  from 


them— Post,  Unit  and  Dis- 
trict members. 

•  Making  the  workshops 
more  affordable. 

•  Making  the  workshops 
more  accessible  to  Post  and 
District  members. 

•  Emphasizing  the  knowl- 
edge and  skills  necessary  for 
success  as  Post,  Unit  and 
District  leaders. 

•  Establishing  leadership 
development  criteria  to  help 
Post,  Unit  and  District 
leaders  prepare  for  addi- 
tional responsibilities. 


•  Explaining  management 
and  protection  of  the 
Legion's  membership  list. 

•  Surveying  existing 
leadership  about  the  work- 
shops' effectiveness. 

"The  pace  and  scope  of 
change  in  the  '80s  dramati- 
cally influenced  the  Le- 
gion," says  Harrington.  "By 
redefining  the  mission  of  the 
National  Leadership  Work- 
shops, we  are  keeping  abreast 
of  these  changes." 

The  National  Leadership 
Workshops'  schedule  for 
1 992  is  being  finalized.  □ 
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Legion  news 


Camp  Atter bury 
To  Build  WM 

Memorial  Park 


I  HIS  year  marks 
(the  50th  anni- 
versary of 
|Camp  Atter- 
•  bury,  one  of  the 
largest  Army  training  sites 
during  World  War  II .  To  com- 
memorate the  occasion, 
organizers  are  planning  to 
construct  a  memorial  park 


that  will  feature  World  War  II 
weapons.  On  Aug.  15,  1992, 
a  golden  anniversary  pro- 
gram is  scheduled  at  the 
camp,  and  to  complete  the 
project,  donations  are  being 
solicited. 

Camp  Atterbury,  located 
about  five  miles  northwest  of 
Columbus,  Ind.,  provided  a 
transition  from  civilian  and 
military  life  for  thousands  of 
WWII  GIs  and  also  served  as 
a  training  site  during  the 
Korean  and  Vietnam  wars. 

Contributions  should  be 
sent  to  Veterans  Memorial, 
Camp  Atterbury,  IN  46124- 
1096.  "  □ 


>•••••••••> 


Yank  Sponsors  Survoy 


ROM  1941  to 
1945,  U.S.  en- 
listed men  on 
the  frontline,  in 
hospitals  and 
barracks  read  Yank  magazine. 
It  was  the  magazine  written 
by  and  for  the  common 
soldier. 

By  war's  end,  21  editions 
of  Yank  magazine  were  printed 
weekly  in  17  locations 
worldwide. 

Now,  as  50th  anniversary 
observances  of  World  War  II 
begin,  Yank  founder  Franklin 
S.  Forsberg,  who  personally 
borrowed  money  to  start 
Yank  in  1940,  presented  a 
$10,500  check  to  the  U.S. 
Army  Military  History  Insti- 
tute to  conduct  a  50th 
anniversary  survey  of  WWII 
veterans. 

"Through  the  survey,  we 
are  able  to  flesh  out  the 
enlisted  man,  and  get  a  good 
cross  section  of  military  ex- 
perience," said  Col.  Thomas 
Sweeney,  director  of  the 
Military  History  Institute. 


"This  gift  from  Yank  will 
enable  us  to  administer  the 
survey." 

The  survey  is  part  of  on- 
going activities  related  to  the 
50th  anniversary  of  World 
War  II.  The  Department  of 
Defense,  Department  of  Vet- 
erans Affairs,  Department  of 
Interior,  National  Archives 
and  other  federal  agencies 
are  planning  WWII  anniver- 
sary commemorations  during 
the  next  four  years. 

"Veterans  organizations 
and  VA  have  a  special  role  to 
play  during  the  coming  com- 
memoration," said  Mylio 
Kraja,  former  executive 
director  of  the  Legion  Wash- 
ington Office,  who  is  coor- 
dinating VAs  support  for  the 
50th  anniversary.  "There  are 
more  than  8.9  million  WWII 
veterans  in  the  country— the 
largest  subgroup  of  veterans, 
and  they  still  comprise  the 
largest  segment  of  those 
receiving  VA  benefits  and 
belonging  to  veterans'  serv- 
ice organizations."  □ 


PNC  Gierke 
To  Serve 
As  Judge 

FTER  being 
confirmed  by 
the  U.S.  Senate, 
Past  National 
Commander  of 
The  American  Legion  H.  F. 
"Sparky"  Gierke  was  sworn  in 
as  a  judge  on  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Military  Appeals  in  Novem- 
ber. His  term  on  the  military 
appellate  court  will  be  13 
years. 

Gierke,  a  member  of  Carl 
E.  Rogen  Post  29  of  Watford 
City,  N.D,  became  the  first 
Vietnam  veteran  to  become  the 
Legion's  National  Command- 
er in  1988-89.  A  former  Army 
captain,  Gierke  served  as  a 
lawyer  in  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  Corps  and  as  a 
military  judge  in  Vietnam 
from  1969  to  1970.  He  has 
been  a  North  Dakota  Supreme 
Court  Justice  since  1983.  □ 


Legion  Accepts 
Gulf  Veterans 


RESIDENT 
Bush  has  signed 
P.L.  102-179, 
which  expands 
Legion  mem- 
bership eligibility  to  include 
Persian  Gulf  War  veterans. 

"I  proudly  welcome 
Desert  Storm  era  veterans  to 
the  ranks  of  the  Legion," 
Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
said  after  hearing  that  Bush 
had  signed  the  law  on  Dec.  2. 

P.L.  102-179  allows  mem- 
bers of  the  U.S.  Armed 


Forces  to  join  The  American 
Legion  if  they  served  at  least 
one  day  on  active  duty  from 
Aug.  2,  1990,  to  the  date  of 
cessation  of  Gulf  War  hos- 
tilities. The  government  had 
not  announced  the  cessation 
date  at  press  time. 

At  the  73rd  National 
Convention  in  Phoenix,  Le- 
gion delegates  unanimously 
passed  Res.  1 ,  which  was  the 
first  step  to  expanding  Le- 
gion membership  eligibility, 
to  include  Desert  Storm  vet- 
erans. □ 

•••••••«•••• 

New  Program 
Funds  RP 
Research 

HERE  is  a  glim- 
mer of  hope  at 
I  the  end  of  the 
I  long,  dark  tun- 
-  "  nel  for  those 
afflicted  with  retinitis  pigmen- 
tosa (RP)  as  the  Legion  family 
joins  the  RP  Foundation  in  a 
pilot  fund-raising  project  in 
March. 

Legionnaires,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  members 
and  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  will  volunteer  their 
time  in  the  "Fight  to  Save 
Sight"  campaign  by  distribut- 
ing coupons  or  premiums  for 
Kellogg' s  Company  products. 

During  the  first  two  week- 
ends, the  Legion  volunteers 
will  be  at  supermarkets 
throughout  Minnesota  and 
Florida  and  some  stores  in 
Wisconsin,  North  Dakota, 
South  Dakota,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

More  than  100,000  Amer- 
icans, mostly  children  and 
young  adults,  suffer  from  the 
sight-robbing  effects  of 
retinitis  pigmentosa.  □ 
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LET'S  GETTOGETHER 


This  column  is  for  notices  of  proposed  reunions. 
Notices  should  be  submitted  on  official  forms  that  can  be 
obtained  by  sending  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope 
to  Let's  Get  Together,  The  American  Legion  Magazine, 
P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206.  Notices  are 
published  only  one  time  per  unit  per  year.  No  notices  are 
published  in  November,  the  Convention  issue. 


Army 


8th  Inf.  Rgt.,  4th  Inf.  Div.  (1951-52)  22005 

13th  Station  Hospital  10576 

1 4th  Arm'd  Div.  (S.E.  Chapter)  1 6389 

16th  Signal  Ops  Bn.  (1951-53)  22006 

35th  Rgt.,  25th  Inf.  Div.,  G  Co.  (Korea)  22257 

49th  FA  Bn.,  7th  Inf.  Div.  22007 

93rd  Cav.  Recon.  Sq.,  Mech  Co.  F,  13th  Armor  Div. 

22009 

103rd  Med.  Composite  Co.,  Camp  Ellis,  III.  2201 0 
149th  Inf.,  38th  Div.,  B  Co.  2201 1 
162nd  Inf.,  41st  Div.,  C  Co.  (WWII)  22745 
264th  Inf.  Rgt.,  66th  Div.,  C  Co.  2201 2 
266th  FA  Bn.  WWII  2201 3 
304th  Ord.  Maint.  AA  Co.  2201 4 
389th  Inf.  98th  Div.,  F  Co.  1 5967 
418th  MP  Escort  Guard  2201 5 
421  st  Medical  Collecting  Co.  (Korea/1 950-53)  22693 
747th  Tank  Bn.,  B  Co.  22016 
787thMPBn.  15618 
803rd  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  1 6630 
1277th  Combat  Engr.,  7th  Army  2201 7 
1384th  Engr.  Petro  Dist.  Co.  22018 
OCS  Class  1 5,  Fort  Riley  1 0842 
OCS  Class  211,  Fort  Benning  22019 
Percy  Jones  General  Hospital,  X-ray  Dept.  (1944-46) 
22020 


Navy 


138th  MCB  22021 
ACORN  28  21654 

Boot  Camp  Co.  41 0,  NTC  San  Diego  (1952)  22024 
Boot  Camp  Co.  51 1  (1952)  NTC  San  Diego  22025 
Corps  Evacuation  Hospital  #1  22022 
LCI(G)-66,  (1942-45)  22023 
LCT-001  (WWII)  22026 
LST-1 23  22027 
LST-497  22028 
LST-932  22029 

Navy  Mobile  Hospital  #109  (1944)  22030 
PC-491  21635 
USSCebuARG-6  21636 
USS  Chlorls  ARVE-4  22031 

USS  Daniel  A.  Joy  DE-585  (1950)-S.F.  to  Chi.  Cruise 

22034 

USS  John  A.  Bole  DD-755  (1 949-52)  22032 

USS  Klshwaukie  AOG9  22033 

USS  Marias  AO-57  21430 

USS  Natrona  A  PA  214  22035 

USS  O  Hare  DD-889  22036 

USS  Ransom  A.M.  283  21634 

USS  Relief  22037 

USS  Rol  CVE-103,  1st  Div.  (WWII)  21  637 

USS  Salt  Lake  City  Assn.  18391 

USS  San  Pablo  AVP  30  22038 

USS  Sutherland  DD-743  (1964-68)  22086 

USS  Trigger  SS-564  (1962-65)  21 632 

VJ-1  21633 

YMS-286  21638 


Army  Air  Forces 


3rd  SAD,  8th  AF  England  21 643 

5th  Emergency  Air-Sea  Rescue  Sq.  (Goxhill/1 943-45) 

21721 

127th  AACS  Sq.,  62nd  AACS  Grp.  (India/1944-45) 

21644 

301  Bomb  Grp.  Sq.  419th  21648 

640  Air  Mat  Sq.  379th  A  Serv.  Grp.8,  (England/WWII) 

21645 

824th  Avn.  Engrs.  (Iceland)  21 646 

2502nd  Service  Unit,  Class  32,  CREI,  Silver  Springs, 

MD  (1943)  21 647 
Pilot  Class  43-B21649 


Air  Force 


28th  Bomb  Sq.,  B-29  CD  Okinawa,  Korean  War  21 639 
71st  Spec.  Ops  Sq.  AC1 19  Shadow  21 641 
321  st  Air  Service  Sq.  21 495 
431st  Ftr.  Intercept  Sq.  22054 
1897th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.,  Co.  C  21642 


Marines 


1st  Guard  Co.  (Norfolk/1943-44)  21652 


Coast  Guard 


USCGC  Northland  WPG-49  21 651 
USS  Beaufort  PF  59  21 650 


OUTFIT  REUNIONS 


Outfit  Reunion  notices  should  be  submitted  on  official 
forms.  To  obtain  forms,  send  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  to:  O.R.  Form,  The  American  Legion 
Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 
Because  of  printing  schedules,  notices  should  be 
received  at  least  five  months  before  reunions  are  held. 
Notices  are  published  only  one  time  per  unit  per  year.  No 
notices  are  published  in  November,  the  Convention 
issue. 


Army 


4th  Ord,  Guided  Missile  Heavy  Maint.  Co  21670 
5th  Station  Hospital  21 671 
6th  Arm'd  Div  Assn.  1 541 4 

6th  U.S.  Cavalry  (including  attached  units)  1 5670 
9th  Inf.  Div.  Assn.  (WWII)  1 1 1 24 
1 2th  Armored  Div  Assn  1 6368 
12th  FAObsn.  Bn  15396 

14th  Avn.  Bn.,  161st/170th  Avn  Cos.  (Vietnam  1966- 

67) 22671 
16th  Infantry  Rgt.  Assn.  21 672 
16th  Medical  Rgt.  161st/162nd  Bns.  20546 
17th  Engr.  Bn.  Co  A  2nd  Arm'd  Div.  16341 
17th  Station  Hospital  15432 

2ist/34th  Rgts.  24th  Div.  EFGH/IKLM  Cos.  (Korea) 

11154 

22nd  Ord.  Serv.  Bn  10836 

26th  AAA  AW  Bn,  A  Btry  11114 

26th  Inf.  1st  Div.  G  Co.  21673 

26th  Yankee  Div  (Midwest  Chapter)  1 6643 

29th  Div.  Assoc.  (Florida)  1 5987 

30th  Inf.  Div.  Assoc.  21 854 

34th/1 341  st  Combat  Engrs  (WWII)  1 6508 

35th  Inf.  Rgt.  25th  Div.,  L  Co.  (Korea)  22256 

41st  AIB,  2nd  Arm'd  Div,  Cos.  B,  HO  &  Serv  21 674 

62nd  AA,  Btry  C  (WWII)  1 0590 

65th  General  Hospital  (WWII)  1 5557 

73rd  FA  Bn,  9th  Arm'd  Div  (WWII)  1 6375 

82nd  Engr.  Combat  Bn  (WWII)  1 5976 

88th  Div  Assn  (SE  Chapter)  1 5909 

93rd  AFA  Bn  15616 

97th  SlgBn  Assn  21675 

99th  Inf  Div  Assn  16559 

100th  Inf  Div  Assn21676 

1 03rd  Engr  C  Bn,  28th  Div  1 0396 

104th  Inf  Div  Assn  (Tlmberwolf)  1 5341 

1 05th  AAA  AW  Bn  (WWII)  1 6255 

121st  Inf  Assn  16514 

129th  Inf.,  37th  Div.,  Co.  I  21655 

129th  Inf.,  37th  Div.,  I  Co.  91655 

134th  Inf,  35th  Div,  2nd  Bn,  HQ  Co  16106 

140th  Ord  HM  Co  21656 


1 49th  Inf.,  38th  Div.  (WWII)  21 657 

1 66th  Station  Hospital  (WWII)  21 742 

1 68th  Inf.,  34th  Div.,  Anti-tank  Co.  1 5794 

179th  General  Hospital  (WWII)  16145 

189th  FA  21 658 

201st  AFA  Bn.  14216 

226th  MP  Co.  (WWII)  15584 

243rd  Signal  Operations  Co.  1 541 3 

250th  FABn.  21659 

253rd  Inf  Rgt,  63rd  Div,  F  Co.  (WWII)  14111 
287th  Signal  Co,  2nd  ESB  22194 
309th  Inf.  Rgt.,  78th  Div.,  E  Co.  1 651 0 
310th  Medical  Bn.,  85th  Div.,  B  Co.  21660 
314th  Medical  Bn.,  89th  Div.,  A  Co.  21661 
343rd  Army  General  Hospital  201 65 
351  st  Searchlight  Bn  1 61 29 
373rd  FA  Bn.  Asso.  1 6609 

406th  Transportation  Det.  Unit  (Vietnam/1966-67) 

22677 
419th  Arm'd  FA  16399 
432nd  AAA  AW  Bn.,  HQ  Btry  (WWII)  22344 
439th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  1 0095 
443  AAAAWBN(SP)  (Korean  Era)  21 662 
456th  AAA  AW  Bn.  Assoc.  21 663 
456th  Parachute  FA  Bn.,  82nd  ABN  Div.  21 664 
513th  Engr.  (LP)  Co.  (WWII)  1 6703 
527th  Engr.  (LP)  Co.  16175 
531  st  AAA  (AW)  Bn  21 665 
542nd  Parachute  Infantry  Assoc.  21 666 
601st  Tank  Destroyer  Bn.  (WWII)  16458 
612th  &  613th  FA  Bns.  (pk),  Mars  Task  Force  1 6006 
645th  Tank  Destroyer  1 5558 
716th  MP  (Vietnam)  14163 
726th  MP  Bn.  15260 
729th  Railway  Oper.  Bn.  1 6242 
744th  Railway  Operating  Bn.  16475 
746th  Railway  Operating  Bn.,  C  Co.  20848 
750th  Eng.  Heavy  Shop  Co.  21 667 
756th  Tank  Bn.  Assn.  (WWII)  1 571 4 
770th  Railway  Operating  Bn.  (WWII)  21 668 
782nd  Tank  Bn.  -  (WWII)  1 521 2 
830th  Engineer  Aviation  Bn.  21669 
864th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (WWII)  1 5250 
893rd  Tank  Destroyer  Bn.  1 6300 
951st/183rd  FABns.  15569 
961st  Engr.  Maint.  Co.  16190 
1906th  Avn.  Engr.  Bn.  15985 
2465th  QM  Truck  Co.  1 41 31 
3594th  QM  Truck  Co.  1 5281 
Camp  Maxey  21677 

Co.  C,  Staff  Bn,  HSC,  GHQ,  FEC  (Tokyo)  1 6392 
Coastal  Arty.  Philippines/Fts.  Drum  &  Mills  (1932-42) 

21678 

Society  of  the  First  Div.  1 5354 
Society  of  the  28th  Div.  AEF  21 679 
Sugamo  Prison  21680 
U.S.  Claims  Service  22653 
XIII  Corps  Assn.  (WWII)  1 5530 


Navy 


IstNCB  17924 

8th  Spec.  Seabees  (Aleutians)  17394 

9th  NCB  (WWII)  18568 

23rd  NCB  (WWII)  18345 

129th  NCB  21681 

136th  Seabees  18432 

Dakota  Bull  Session  III  21683 

GROPAC  9,  USNB  3252  1 4682 

LCI  (G)  442  (WWII)  18498 

LCI(L)  443  21686 

LCI(L)  732  17377 

LCS(L)  53  21687 

LCS(L)-61  22549 

LST-2  21688 

LST-40,  WWII,  including  Marines  Saipan  Invasion 

21689 
LST-49  Assoc.  21690 
MCB-9  17905 

NAS  Anacostia  Tower  Operators  21691 

NAS  Hutchinson,  KS  14387 

NAS  Sanford,  FL  18251 

Nat'l  Assn.  of  Fleet  Tug  Sailors  1 7684 

Naval  Air  Transport  Service  21 684 

Navy  Mlnewarfare  Assn.  21 098 

Navy  Pre-fllght  School,  Iowa  21 685 

Patrol  Craft  Sailors  Assn.  1 8507 

Plney  Point  Nav.  Torpedo  Test  Range  (WWII)  1 7479 

R&R/FPO  Det  HKong  21692 

TUSLOG  Det.  12,  Istanbul  21693 

UDT-12  21694 

USN  Armed  Guard  17432 

USS  Aaron  Ward  DM34  17818 

USSA)ax  AR-6  14500 

USS  Alaska  CB-1  17891 
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USS  Albemarle  Assn.  18570 
USSAIcor  18502 
USSAIhena  AKA-9  21695 
USS  Ashland  LSD-1  &  LSD-48  17499 
USS  Ashtabula  AO-51  (1 950-54)  21 696 
USS  Bainbridge  DD-246  18098 
USS  Bataan  CVL-29  (Air  Grps.  included)  1 751 6 
USS  Belle  Grove  LSD-2  1 7495 
USS  Boyle  DD-600  2 1 697 
USS  Bull  DE-693/APD-78  21 698 
USS  C.H.  Roan  DD-853  -  Plank  Owners  Assn.  21 699 
USS  Carmick  DD-493/D MS-33  1 8600 
USS  Chicago  (CA29-CA136-CG11-SSN721)  includ- 
ing Marines  182C0 
USS  Cogswell  DD-651  18283 
USS  Currier  DE-700  1 1 053 
USS  Dawson  APA-79  1 01 88 
USS  Des  Moines  CA-1 34  1 8590 
USS  Diphda  AKA-59  1 7934 
USS  DuPage  APA-41  21700 

USS  Edmonds  DE-406  (Including  USS  Bismark  Sea) 

10315 

USS  Farragut  DD-348  17955 

USS  Fidelity  AM-96  17347 

USS  Fort  Snelling  LSD-30  21 701 

USS  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  CV-42  &  Air  Wings  1 7996 

USS  Gainard  DD-706  21 1 70 

USSGen.C.C.  Ballou  AP-157  21702 

USS  Gen.  H.W.  Butner  AP-1 1 3  1 851 8 

USS  Gen.  Robt.  L.  Howze  AP-1 34  21 703 

USS  George  A.  Johnson  DE-583  1 0236 

USS  George  DE-697  1 4663 

USS  Guadalcanal  CVE-60  &  Task  Grp  22.3  Capture  of 

U-505 17727 
USS  Gulfport  PF-20  (WWII)  21 704 
USS  Hayter  DE-21 2/APD-80  1 8623 
USS  Healy  DD-672  18027 
USS  Hollandia  CVE-97  1 4539 
USS  Horace  A.  Bass  A P D- 1 24  1 8679 
USS  Howorth  Veterans  Assn.  21 705 
USS  Idaho  BB-42  Assn.  1 7859 
USS  John  R.  Craig  DD-885  1 81 94 
USS  John  W.  Weeks  DD-701  17747 
USS  John  W.Thomason  DD-760  18505 
USS  Juneau  Assn.  (CL-52  CLAA-1 1 9  LPD-1 0)  21 777 
USS  Kalinin  Bay  CVE-68  &  VC-3  1 8465 
USSKalk  DD-611  10895 
USS  Kankakee  AO-39  1 8060 
USS  Kidd  Assn./DESRON-48  21 187 
USS  Lewis  DE  535  18236 
USS  Lexington  CV-2  181 12 
USS  Liscome  Bay  CVE-56  1 81 42 
USS  Little  DD-803/APD-4  17933 
USS  Lloyd  Thomas  DD-764  1 841 9 
USS  Ludlow  DD-438  1 761 4 
USS  Major  DE-796  1041 9 
USS  Massachusetts  1 8266 
USS  McCook  DD-496/DMS-36  1 8582 
USS  Menard  APA-201  18184 
USS  Mlllicoma  AO-73  1 8487 
USS  Naifeh  DE-352  17819 
USS  Nehenta  Bay  CVE-74  1 0636 
USS  Newport  LST-1 1 79  21 706 
USS  Oklahoma  BB-37  1 7830 
USS  Oriskany  CVA-34  1 061 5 
USS  Oyster  Bay  AGP-6  1 8370 
USS  Pamanset  AO-85  1 7459 
USS  Prichett  DD-561  17324 
USS  Quick  DD-490  DM-532  1 4564 
USS  Rapidan  AO-1 8  18513 
USS  Raymond  W.  Herndon  APD-1 21  21 258 
USS  Roper  DD-147,  APD-20  221 89 
USS  Salisbury  Sound  AV-1 3  17938 
USS  San  Francisco  CA-38  1 7805 
USS  Saury  SS-1 89  (WWII)  1 0044 
USS  Simpson  DD-221  22039 
USS  Skagit  AKA-1 05  1 7395 
USS  Stevenson  DD-645  1 4459 
USS  Stockton  DD-646  18241 
USS  Suffolk  AKA-69  1 7894 
USS  Thatcher  DD-514  17372 
USSTiconderoga  CV/CVA/CVS-1 4/CG-47  17791 
USS  Tide  AM-125  18177 
USS  Tillman  DD-641  18589 
USSTisdale  DE-33  18051 
USS  U.S.  Grant  AP-29  1 8642 
USS  Waterman  DE-740  17527 
USS  Whitney  AD-4  22631 
USS  William  R.  Rush  DD-714  21707 
USS  Wisconsin  BB-64  18475 
USS  Yew  YN-32  21708 

V-5/V-1 2  Program-  Carroll  College  (1944-45)  21682 

VB-1 45  (original  crew)  21 709 

VB/VPB-142  (WWII)21710 

VC-4  21711 

VC-5  18015 

VC-80  21712 


VF(N)52/CVG-52/VT(N)52  21713 
VF-53/VF-141  21714 


Army  Air  Forces 


22nd/1 35th  AACS  (WWII)  1 4266 

64th  TC  Grp.  10141 

69th  Station  Comp.  Sq.  14277 

360th  Air  Service  Sq.  (WWII)  21 722 

375th  TC  Grp.  16802 

421  st  AAF  Base  Unit  (Muroc,  CA)  1 6806 

446th  Bomb  Grp.,  8th  AF  (WWII)  1 6991 

456th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  21 723 

820th  Bomb  Sq.,  41st  Bomb  Grp..  7th  AF  (WWII) 

16958 

1406th  AAFBU,  St.  Mawgan-England  (WWII/Includ- 
ing all  European  ATCs)  1 6907 
CTD21724 


Air  Force 


3rd  Hosp.  Grp.,  7510th  Hospital  -  (Winpole  Pk, 

England)  15058 
5th  Repair  Unit  (Floating)  21715 
6th  Arm.  &  Elect.  Sq,  Walker  AFB,  NM  21 71 6 
27th  Air  Dpt.  Grp.,  5th  AF  1 5047 
58th  Bomb  Wing,  B-29  21 640 
61  st  Ftr.  Sq. -Newfoundland  (1953-56)  21718 
65th  Trp.  Carrier  Sq.  -  (WWII)  1 5004 
364th  Fighter  Grp.,  8th  A.F.,  &  support  units.  -  (WWII/ 

England)  15153 
374th  Food  Sv.  Sq.  1 5088 

405th  Ftr.  Bomber  Grp.  (Langley  AFB  1952-58)  10551 
459th  Ftr.  Sq.  21540 

492nd  Bomb  Grp.,  2nd  Air  Div.  Assn.  21 741 

494th  Bomber  Grp.,  PAC  373rd  CBI  21719 

19160rd.Amm.  Co.  15087 

Pilot  Class  42-B  15141 

RAF  Station  Manston  15161 

Red  River  Valley  Fighter  Pilots  Assn.  21720 


Marines 


2nd  Bn.,  7th  Marines,  Dog  Co.-  (Korea  1950-53)  1 7078 

3-H-11  -1st  Marine  Div.  17198 

3rd  Bn.  8th  Marine  HQ  Co.  (HQ  3-8)  21 725 

7th  Field  Dpt.  17222 

1 1th  Amph.  Trac.  Bn.  (WWII)  21 037 

Barrage  Balloon  Sqs.  1-6  and  School  (WWII)  21727 

C-1-1  WWII  21728 

G-2-5  (WWII)  21 729 

HMM-164,  MAG-16, 1st  MAW  (Vietnam)  21730 
MAG-61  17199 

Marine  AirGrps.  11/12/14  17166 

Marine  Det.,  USS  Philippine  Sea  CV-47  1 7091 

VMB-423  (WWII)  20356 


Coast  Guard 


USCGC  Courier  WAGR-410  22399 

USCGC  Ingham  W-35  1 7067 

USCGC  Mangrove  W-232  21732 

USS  Campbell  CG  W-32  1 7040 

USS  Leonard  Wood  APA-12  (Navy  included)  1 7048 

USS  Lowe  DE-325  21731 


Miscellaneous 


All  Holders  of  the  Purple  Heart  Dec.  21 739 
American  Guerillas  of  Mindanao  21 733 
Bombardiers,  Inc.  21 735 
Burtonwood  Assoc.  (All)  21 734 
China-Burma-India  Vets  of  Iowa  21 736 
DACCEUR-AII  charter  members  21 653 
Iwo  Jima  Survivors  of  N.Y.  21 737 
Korean  Veterans  21 996 
Persian  Gulf  Command  Vets  (WWII)  21 738 
Return  to  Australia  21 740 

Yokohama  American  High  School  (1947-53)  21 450 


Merchant  Marine 


American  Merchant  Marine  Vets  1 7241 


GIANT  GRABBAG 
OF  U.S.  STAMPS 
ONLY  $2.00 


3  Special  collectors'  opportunity — 
I  Giant  Grabbag  of  over  300  U.S. 

 "  stamps  includes  obsolete 

issues  as  much  as  100  years 
old.  Also  airmails  and  com- 
memoratives.  Each  Grab- 
bag  is  different,  and  yours 
k.     is  guaranteed  to  con- 
tain  at  least  300 
stamps — and  your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 
Perfect  to  start  or  add  to 
a  collection.   Limit  3 
grabbags  per  address. 
Adults  only  please. 

Send  $2  for  your  Grab- 
bag  today  and  also  re- 
ceive special  collectors  in- 
formation and  pricelists 
along  with  other  interest- 
ing offers  on  approval. 

Mystic  Stamp  Company 

Serving  collectors  since  1923 


Send  $2.00  and  coupon  to:  Mystic  Stamp  Co. 
Dept.  L-337,  Camden,  New  York  13316 

 no.  of  sets  (limit  3)  $  total  enclosed 

Name  

Address  

City  State  


Zip_ 


Invest  In 
The  American 

Legion  & 

Auxiliary 
Money  Market 

Account 

•  Federally  insured  up  to  $100,000. 

•  Competitive  rates  of  return. 

•  Combines  many  of  the  best 
features  of  checking  and  savings 
accounts. 

•  Supports  American  Legion  & 
Auxiliary  programs  at  no  cost  to  the 
investor. 

•  Can  be  used  for  both  personal  and 
corporate  accounts. 

Gall  toll-free  for 
your  Information  Kit  today: 
1-800-321-VETS 
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nations.  Instead  the  United  States  relies 
on  the  U.S.  Information  Agency,  Voice 
of  America  and  other  agencies  to 
explain  America  and  American 
interests. 

In  an  effort  to  find  out  how  the  major 
trading  partners  of  the  United  States 
deal  with  American  lobbyists,  The 
American  Legion  sent  questionnaires 
to  U.S.  embassies  in  Canada,  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  Japan  and  Mexico. 
To  date,  Canada  and  Japan  embassies 
have  answered. 

Since  Canada  has  a  parliamentary 
system  of  government,  American  pri- 
vate firms  often  do  employ  lobbyists 
(called  consultants  or  legal  advisers)  to 
influence  the  appropriate  cabinet 
ministry. 

Some  American  companies  say  that 
their  efforts  to  promote  or  block  legisla- 
tion are  fairly  effective.  The  Canadian 
government's  limitations  on  American 
lobbyists  are  no  more  stringent  than  the 
U.S.  government's  restrictions  on 
Canadian  lobbyists  here. 

The  American  embassy  in  Japan  said 
the  U.S.  government  does  not  employ 
any  lobbyists  in  Japan,  although  U.S. 
officials  occasionally  act  as  advocates 
for  American  industrial  sectors,  but  not 
for  individual  companies.  While  the 
Japanese  government  does  not  restrict 
American  lobbying  activities,  there  are 
laws  that  prohibit  government  officials 
from  accepting  gifts  from  those  seeking 
to  influence  government  policies. 

America  has  a  free  and  open  political 
and  cultural  style  based  on  indi- 
vidualism, diversity  and  competition. 
On  the  other  hand,  Japan's  political 
culture  is  based  on  consensus, 
homogeneity  and  elitism. 

Richard  Sachs,  of  the  Congressional 
Research  Service,  quotes  Korean 
scholar  Youngnok  Koo:  "Lobbying,  as 
practiced  in  the  East  Asian  cultural 
context,  is  a  form  of  influence  peddling 
through  personal  contacts,  ties  and 
relations.  Socializing  through  wining 
and  dining,  gift-giving,  or  even  bribery 
is  used  to  influence  the  political  and 
legislative  decision-making  process." 

Given  the  tight-knit  structure  of 
Japanese  society,  government  and  busi- 
ness, it  is  difficult  for  American  firms 
to  penetrate  that  interconnecting  web. 

Another  American  custom  — the 
revolving  door— is  not  as  prominent  in 
Japan.  In  Japan,  government  service  is 
regarded  as  more  of  a  long-term  com- 


AMERICANS  FOR  HIRE 


These  are  some  of  the  top  level  U.S.  government  officials  who  became 
foreign  agents  after  leaving  government  service. 


NAME 

FORMER  POSITION  IN 
U.S.  GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYED  BY 

Brock  Adams 

Secretary  of  Transportation 

Japan 

Richard  Allen 

National  Security  Adviser 
to  the  President 

Panama,  Taiwan 

Stanton  Anderson 

Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State 

Brazil,  Haiti, 
Japan 

oiarK  oiiiTora 

Secretary  of  Defense 

Australia 

wiinam  uoiuy 

Director,  Central 
Intelligence  Agency 

Brazil,  Japan, 

Singapore, 

Thailand 

William  Eberle 

U.S.  Trade  Representative 

Chile,  Israel, 
Japan,  Mexico 

onaries  taooaeii 

Senator 

France 

Sydney  Herlong 

Representative 

South  Africa 

William  Rogers 

Secretary  of  State 

Brazil,  France, 
Mexico 

George  Smathers 

Senator 

South  Africa 

Richard  Stone 

Senator 

Taiwan 

Robert  Strauss 

U.S.  Trade  Representative 

Chile,  China,  Israel 

James  Symington 

Representative 

South  Africa 

PaulWarnke 

Director,  U.S.  Arms 
Control  and  Disarmament 
Agency 

Australia 

Sources:  Fortune,  December  23, 1985;  U.S.  News  &  World  Report,  June  17,  1985. 


mitment  than  in  the  United  States. 
Accordingly,  there  is  less  shuttling 
back-and-forth  between  government 
and  private  jobs. 

Given  the  secretive,  lengthy,  consen- 
sual nature  of  the  Japanese  decision- 
making process,  any  lobbying  activities 
in  Japan  must  be  low-key,  long-term 
and  concealed  from  public  view. 

How  can  we  ensure  a  level  playing 


field  for  lobbying  activities  here  and 
abroad? 

Clearly  new  laws  are  needed  (see 
"What  Can  Be  Done,"  page  34).  Amer- 
icans must  know  how  foreign  lobbyists 
work  here,  and  how  much  access  Amer- 
icans have  overseas.  And  within  the 
principles  of  the  First  Amendment, 
laws  must  be  written  to  guarantee  fair 
access  to  all.  □ 


HAVE  YOU  SEEN 
THIS  CHILD? 

ABDUCTION  — Heaf/ier  E.  Kleiber,  13, 
reported  abducted  while  riding  bicycle  in 
Charlevoix,  Mich,  on  Aug.  17,  1990.  Hair: 
brown;  Height:  5'  3";  Weight:  125  lbs.;  Eyes: 
Hazel.  Contact  the  National  Center  for  Mis- 
sing and  Exploited  Children  (800)  843-5678. 

A  public  service  provided  by  The  American  Legion 
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Advertisement 


If  you  don't 

If  you  do 

have  a  Will... 

have  a  Will... 

Read  this: 


Accidents  and  death  can  strike  any  of  us  at  any  time 
regardless  of  our  age.  And  should  it  happen  before 
we've  written  a  Will  or  Living  Trust  our  loved  ones 
will  inherit  a  big  financial  mess  —  regardless  of  how 
little  our  estate  may  be. 

First,  the  courts  will  step  in  to  take  control  of  your 
savings,  property,  all  your  assets  and  debts.  Probate 
can  slice  up  to  10%  or  so  from  your  estate. 

Next,  the  court  will  appoint  an  administrator  to 
manage  affairs  and  pay  off  creditors.  They  generally 
get  up  to  5%  of  your  estate  in  fees  a  year! 

Finally,  after  months  or  years,  the  court  decides  who 
shares  and  gets  your  home,  car,  bank  account  and 
everything  else  in  your  estate—  according  to  their 
formulas  rather  than  your  wishes. 

Sound  horrible?  It's  a  living  nightmare  for  your 
family!  All  because  you  put  off  writing  a  simple  legal 
document. 

What  can  the  average  wage  earner  do  to  avoid  such 
a  disaster?  Plenty!  We  have  shown  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  just  like  you  how  to  avoid  huge 
probate  settlement  fees  by  setting  up  their  own  legal 
Living  Trust.  It's  simple. 


Read  this: 


Did  you  know  that  having  only  a  Will  may  be  one  of 
the  biggest  financial  mistakes  we  can  make?  It's  true. 
Because  a  Will  doesn't  protect  our  loved  ones  against 
paying  huge  fees  to  probate  even  the  smallest  estate. 

Probating  a  Will  can  slice  away  up  to  10%  from 
your  estate  and  take  months  or  years  before  your 
heirs  get  one  penny. 

Never  forget  that  probate  lawyer  and  executor  fees 
~  usually  4%  to  6%  are  paid  before  your  heirs  receive 
their  inheritance.  That  can  take  a  huge  amount  out  of 
even  the  smallest  estate  when  attorneys  charge  from 
$60.00  to  $150.00  an  hour  or  more. 

Look  what  happened  to  Simon  Morris's  $77,500 
estate.  Before  his  widow  could  receive  it,  the  probate 
process  grabbed  $9375. 

The  pity  of  it  is  that  the  Morris 's  could  have  avoided 
the  high  cost  of  sharing  their  estate  by  using  a  revo- 
cable Living  Trust.  Unlike  a  Will,  a  Living  Trust 
passes  every  cent  on  to  your  loved  ones  without  any 
delay  ~  ana  without  going  through  the  courts  or 
attorneys.  We  have  shown  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  just  like  you  how  to  set  up  your  own  legal 
Living  Trust.  Read  on  to  save  thousands. 


How  A  Living  Trust  Saves  You  Thousands 


A  Living  Trust  has  been  praised  by  our 
nation's  leading  financial  planners  and 
reported  in  publications  such  as  The  Wall 
Street  Journal,  Money  Magazine,  Busi- 
ness Week,  Kiplinger's  Changing  Times 
and  others  because: 

■  It  eliminates  costly,  time-consuming 
probate  and  legal  fees.  The  estate  goes 
at  once  to  whomever  you  name. 

■  You  can  name  yourself  as  trustee  in 
most  cases,  and  your  spouse  or  some- 
one else  as  co-trustee.  And  you  can 
change  trustees  at  any  time. 

■  A  Living  Trust  is  revocable.  You  can 
change  your  mind  at  any  time  about 
who  shares  your  estate. 

■  Unlike  a  Will  where  your  estate  is  a 
public  record  for  anyone  to  see,  a  Living 
Trust  is  secret. 

■  Your  family  suffers  no  settlement  de- 
lays ~  assets  are  transferred  at  once 
without  going  through  the  court. 

If  you  think  a  Living  Trust  is  only  for 
the  rich  you  couldn't  be  more  wrong.  It's 
not  only  for  millionaires.  Actually  the 
small  estate  saves  more  on  a  percentage 


basis  than  the  large  one. 

And  you  can  save  even  more  because 
we  have  shown  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  just  like  you  how  to  set  up  a  Living 
Trust.  You  can  do  it  with  the  DS  A  Living 
Trust  Kit. 

The  DS  A  Trust  Kit  was  developed  after 
much  research  with  a  team  of  legal  schol- 
ars and  practicing  attorneys.  Using  easy- 
to-understand English  and  easy-to-follow 
illustrated  forms  it  shows  you  how  to  set 
up  your  own  legal  Living  Trust. 

You  can  custom-tailor  a  legal  trust  to 
meet  all  your  special  personal  wishes  to 
heirs  and  bequests  to  charities,  etc.  As 
Dale  Eklund  of  Virginia  writes:  "If  my 
father-in-law  had  only  taken  the  time  to 
look  into  a  Living  Trust  we  could  have 
saved  time  and  money." 

Though  DS  A's  exclusive  Living  Trust 
Kit  will  save  your  heirs  thousands  of 
dollars  later  on  -  we  have  kept  the  price 
especially  low  so  everyone  can  benefit 
from  it.  You  will  find  it  so  invaluable  that 
we  insist  you  use  it  on  a  90-Day  No  Risk 
Trial. 


To  get  your  complete  Kit  simply  print 
your  name  and  address  and  the  words 
"Living  Trust"  on  a  plain  piece  of  paper. 
Send  it  along  with  your  check  or  money 
order  in  the  amount  of  $19.95  plus  $2 
handling  or  charge  to  your  VISA/ 
MasterCard  by  including  account  number 
and  expiration  date  to:  DSA  Financial 
Publishing  Corp.,  Dept.  W3546, 708  - 1 2th 
Street  N.W.,  Canton,  Ohio  44703.  For 
even  faster  service,  VISA/MasterCard  or 
C.O.D.,  call  toll  free  1-800-321-0888, 
Ext.  W3546. 

Want  to  save  even  more?  Do  a  favor 
for  a  close  relative  or  friend  and  order  a 
second  Kit  at  a  $10  savings.  That's  2 
for  only  $3 1 .95.  Use  your  Kit  for  90  risk- 
free  days.  Show  it  to  your  lawyer  or 
advisor.  If  not  100%  delighted-don't 
keep  it.  Simply  tear  off  the  cover  and  send 
half  of  it  back  for  a  full  refund.  Fair 
enough? 

A  Living  Trust  is  too  important  to  put 
off  another  day...  For  your  family's  future 
well-being  order  the  DS  A  Kit  by  phone  or 
mail  now!  ©i99idsadw74i 


HOMELESS  VETS 

Continued  from  page  21 


552,000  patients;  today's  number  is 
119,000.  Unfortunately,  many  have 
wound  up  on  the  streets.  According  to 
research  conducted  by  Johns  Hopkins 
Medical  School,  40  percent  of  home- 
less men  and  about  half  the  women 
suffer  from  mental  disorders.  Experts 
haggle  over  exactly  how  disturbed  the 
homeless  are,  but  Smith's  street-eye- 
view  is  that  "at  minimum,  15  percent  of 
the  guys  we  see  are  pretty  far  gone. 
They  need  psychiatric  help." 

•  Substance  abuse  is  another  crucial 
factor,  according  to  a  recent  22-city 
survey  by  the  U.S.  Conference  of 
Mayors,  which  estimates  that  44  per- 
cent of  the  homeless  are  substance 
abusers.  Peck  says,  "Over  two-thirds  of 
the  men  are  here  because  of  alcohol  or 
drug  problems,  or  both." 

HOP's  Neely  provides  a  personal 
case  in  point:  "My  homelessness  was 
directly  related  to  drugs.  Before  I  went 
to  'Nam  I  knew  nothing  about  drugs. 
Over  there  I  experienced  fear  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life  and  I  tried  to 


KEMP 
Shredder/Chippers 


The  gardener's 
choice  because 
they're 
BUILT  TO 
LAST 


KEMP 
FEATURES 
MAKE  THE  DIFFERENCE 

/The  sturdy  4-wheel  design  gives  you 
stability  and  portability. 

/Kemp's  fixed  hammers  give  you  even 
shredding— without  vibration. 

/The  exclusive  anti-clog  gate  lets  you  in- 
stantly remove  any  unshreddable  objects. 

/Kemp  quickly  turns  yard  and  garden  debris 
into  mulch  and  compost. 

/Kemp  chips  limbs  up  to  3"  thick}. 

/Six  models  to  choose  from. 


SEND  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION! 


Company  Quality  Products  lor  Over  100  Years 

1 160  Koser  Rd.,  Dept.  36022,  Lititz,  PA  17543 
.  J  YES1  Send  my  FREE  shredder/chipper  and  Yard- 
|    vark  information. 

I  NAME  a 

ADDRESS  | 

I  CITY  S 

GO 

STATE   


THE  VA  AND  HOMELESS  VETERANS 


HOW  well  does  VA  serve  the 
needs  of  homeless  veterans? 
The  answer  depends  upon  whom 
you  ask. 

In  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  Susan 
Dempsay,  executive  director  of  Step 
Up  On  Second,  offers  this:  "VA  isn't 
nearly  so  difficult  to  access  as  it  was 
a  few  years  ago.  Twice  weekly,  a  VA 
liaison  comes  here  and  will  take  any 
eligible  veteran  over  to  VA  and  get 
him  on  benefits.  If  we  can  get  him 
there,"  says  Dempsay,  "he  stands  a 
better  chance  than  a  non-veteran  in 
the  same  position.  There  are  many 
more  resources  open  to  the  vet." 

A  key  VA  service  is  the  Homeless 
Chronically  Mentally  111  program,  a 
multi-phase  effort  to  locate  home- 
less veterans;  exam  and  test  them; 
provide  vocational  counseling;  and 
place  them  in  a  community-based 
residential  home. 

From  the  VA's  perspective,  "the 


most  difficult  part  of  the  program  is 
getting  the  homeless  veteran  to 
agree  to  accept  services,"  says  VA 
spokesman  Bonner  Day.  "Many 
people  on  the  street,  for  various 
reasons  of  pride  and  mental  illness, 
don't  necessarily  want  to  be  helped. 
He  has  already  heard  from  his  wife, 
his  mother,  his  brother  and  he  has 
rejected  their  suggestions  that  he 
change  his  life." 

However,  Ken  Smith,  who  now 
runs  the  New  England  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans,  offers  a  dif- 
ferent view.  "Our  joke  around  here  is 
that  we  should  hang  a  big  banner 
outside,  'NVA,'  not-the-VA.  If  a 
homeless  veteran  shows  up  at  a  VA 
hospital  and  says  he's  cold  and 
hungry  and  has  nowhere  to  sleep, 
they'll  close  the  doors  on  him.  He 
has  to  say  he's  crazy  to  get  help.  I 
have  a  problem  with  that.  Don't 
you?"-R.  McG.  □ 
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counter  it  through  drugs.  By  the  time  I 
returned  home,  I  was  a  very  experienced 
drug  user." 

•  "Bad  papers"  or  other  than  honor- 
able discharges  from  military  service 
are  another  factor  in  homelessness, 
according  to  both  Smith  and  Peck,  who 
open  their  shelter  doors  to  all  who 
served  regardless  of  discharge  status. 

"A  man  comes  in  here  with  bad 
paper,  maybe  for  smoking  pot  in  Viet- 
nam, and  he's  been  living  in  shame 
since.  It's  a  chicken  bone  that's  been 
caught  in  his  throat  for  years,"  says 
Smith,  who's  been  honored  as  one  of 
President  Bush's  "thousand  points  of 
light." 

Helping  Hands 

Helping  the  homeless  is  not  an  easy 
mission.  Brother  Denys  Cormier, 
founder  of  the  Catholic  order  Emmaus 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  tells  why.  "In  the 
Scriptures,  Christ  raised  people  from 
the  dead.  We  don't  have  people  in  the 
Scriptures  who  refused  to  be  raised 
from  the  dead.  But  that's  what  we're 
dealing  with  some  of  the  time." 

Pessimism,  in  fact,  is  widespread.  A 
1990  poll  by  the  Marist  Institute  of 
Public  Opinion  found  that  76  percent  of 
Americans  think  that  the  homelessness 
problem  will  remain  as  big  as  it  cur- 
rently is  ...  or  increase.  Even  so, 
there  are  optimists  and  Al  Peck  is  one  of 
them,  but  not  at  the  loss  of  realism. 
"The  homeless  look  at  life  in  the  short- 


term.  Where  will  I  get  my  next  meal? 
Where  will  I  sleep?  Many  helping  pro- 
grams are  short-term  themselves.  They 
offer  just  a  meal  or  maybe  three  days  or 
a  week  of  shelter.  If  you're  homeless, 
you're  not  going  to  get  back  into  society 
that  fast,"  Peck  says. 

He  says  the  homeless  have  burned  all 
their  bridges.  The  only  way  to  get  them 
back  into  the  mainstream  is  with  a 
comprehensive,  bridge-building  cam- 
paign. 

Peck's  numbers  back  him  up.  In  the 
four  years  his  Borden  Avenue  Veterans 
Residence  has  been  open,  6,000  home- 
less veterans  have  come  through  the 
doors  and  "we  successfully  put  20  per- 
cent back  into  jobs  and  housing." 
Peck's  program  takes,  on  average,  18 
months  to  complete  but  apparently 
delivers  a  lasting  cure.  "They've  finally 
made  it  out  of  their  hopelessness  and 
want  to  get  on  with  their  lives,"  he  says. 

Ken  Smith's  New  England  Shelter 
for  Homeless  Veterans  boasts  similar 
successes.  In  its  first  year  of  operation 
it  returned  650  men  to  jobs  or  housing 
or  both,  says  Smith. 

Why  are  these  programs  working 
while  many  others  aren't?  "We  don't 
baby  people,"  says  Smith,  who  models 
his  125-bed  operation  after  Army  boot 
camp.  "We  don't  warehouse  veterans, 
which  is  what  so  many  programs  do 
with  the  homeless.  Our  job  is  to  get 
them  tough  and  get  them  out.  We  force 
sobriety  on  them  and,  then,  we  reinstill 
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the  brotherhood  and  camaraderie  every 
man  felt  in  the  service." 

Smith  says  that  the  last  time  many  of 
the  veterans  felt  personal  pride  was  in 
the  military.  "We  remind  them  of  that. 
We  get  the  man  standing  tall  again, 
building  on  his  renewed  self-respect." 

Much  the  same  philosophy  prevails 
at  Peck's  shelter.  "If  you  don't  want  to 
give  up  drugs  and  alcohol,  this  isn't 
where  you  belong,"  Peck  tells  newcom- 
ers. "We  demand  that  you  want  to  end 
your  homelessness.  Meet  just  that  entry 
requirement  and  you're  in— and  you're 
provided  with  a  personalized  contract." 

Peck  says  the  contract  tells  the  vet- 
erans what  they  cannot  do— no  fight- 
ing, no  drugs,  etc. ,  and  what  they  must 
do,  from  participating  in  substance 
abuse  counseling  through  job  training. 
"Three  violations  of  the  contract  and 
they're  out." 

Smith  is  convinced  his  shelter  can 
save  enough  homeless  veterans  and  get 
them  working  again  so  their  taxes  will 
support  the  programs  that  helped  them. 

"But,  you  know  what  keeps  me 
here?"  Smith  says.  "I've  had  men  say  to 
me,  'I'd  been  drunk  20  years.  Now  I'm 
sober.  I  got  a  job.'  That's  the  fuel  that 
keeps  me  going."  □ 


PANHANDLERS 

Continued  from  page  20 
November  1988,  he  bought  him- 
self a  bottle  and  by  the  time  the 
police  found  him  the  next  morning 
both  his  hands  and  his  feet  were 
frozen.  They  had  to  be  amputated. 

"Who  do  I  blame?  Do  I  blame 
him?  Or  do  I  blame  the  people  who 
put  the  quarters  in  his  hand?  Put  a 
dollar  in  a  homeless  person's 
hands  and  you  may  think  you  are 
doing  good.  All  you  have  done  is 
damage. 

"You  are  wrong  if  you  think  he 
will  use  the  money  for  clothes  or 
food.  There  are  so  many  soup 
kitchens  available  he  will  not  go 
hungry,  not  in  Boston  at  least. 
Even  if  he  tells  you  he  is  a  hungry 
veteran,  don't  give  him  the  money. 
You're  not  helping.  If  you  have  to 
do  something,  buy  the  man  food. 

"If  you  want  to  give  money,  give 
it  to  your  church  or  a  social  serv- 
ices agency  in  your  community,  or 
send  it  to  me.  But  if  you  put  money 
in  that  man's  hand,  all  you  are 
doing  is  killing  my  brother  and 
the  living  proof  is  Larry,  a  Marine 
who  now  has  hooks  for  hands." 
-R.  McG.  □ 
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average  American  citizen  but,  as  one 
who  has  had  to  face  them  many  times  in 
Washington  battles,  I  can  state  that  this 
is  a  very  active,  effective  and  well 
financed  group. 

It  receives  quite  a  bit  of  money  from 
Hollywood  stars  and  movie  moguls 
who  have  a  very  liberal  agenda  on  these 
issues.  It  has  been  able  to  spend  mil- 
lions of  dollars  presenting  its  case  in 
TV  ads  and  other  media,  and  has  great 
influence  in  Washington. 

Q-  Is  this  assault  planned  and  coor- 
dinated? 

A I  wouldn't  want  to  suggest  that 
■  there '  s  a  conspiracy  in  the  general 
sense  that  such  groups  get  together  in 
some  secret  meeting  room  to  map  out 
strategy.  But  I  do  believe  it  includes 
many  individuals  and  organizations  that 
share  a  particular  world  view  and  are 
totally  committed  to  using  our  courts, 
our  political  process,  our  schools  and 
our  universities  to  promote  their  agenda. 
And  I  think  they  do  often  talk  about 


what  institution  is  going  to  come  under 
attack  next.  For  instance,  in  recent 
months  we've  seen  what  I  believe  is  a 
coordinated  attack  on  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  an  organization  built  squarely 
on  traditional  values. 

Q-  What  kind  of  society  would  we 
have  if  these  groups  were  successful? 

A First  of  all,  these  groups  are  suc- 
■  cessful  right  now,  as  they  have 
been  for  the  past  20  years.  And  if  they 
continue  their  success  for  another  10  or 
20  years,  then  we  will  have  a  society 
that  is  incapable  of  nurturing  a  new 
generation  or  of  being  economically 
competitive  on  the  world  scene. 

It  would  be  an  amoral  society— one 
holding  that  everything  is  relative,  one 
that  is  incapable  of  telling  right  from 
wrong.  All  these  trends  undermine  the 
foundation  values  needed  to  maintain  a 
free  democratic  society. 

Q-  Is  there  an  anti-Christianity 
tinge  to  this  assault? 

A There  is  certainly  a  very  hostile 
■  element  to  the  whole  notion  of 
religion,  whether  it's  Judaism,  Chris- 
tianity or  whatever.  The  notion  that  man 
gets  his  rights  from  a  God,  that  our 
liberty  is  God-given,  that  our  nation  is 
built  on  Godly  principles  — all  these 
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things  are  under  continuous  and  heavy 
attack. 

Q-  What  about  love  of  country  or 
patriotism? 

A There  was  once  a  time  when 
■  school  students  began  the  day  by 
a  moment  of  prayer,  reciting  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance,  or  singing  "America." 
No  more!  Patriotism  and  prayer  and 
morals  instruction  now  have  been  vir- 
tually eliminated  from  the  classroom 
—replaced  by  sex  education  and  revi- 
sionist viewpoints  of  history  that 
emphasize  our  nation's  sins  and  fail- 
ures instead  of  our  forefathers'  great 
contributions. 

And  who  can  forget  the  shock  people 
felt  when  the  Supreme  Court  in  1990 
proclaimed  the  burning  of  the  Amer- 
ican flag  as  a  form  of  free  speech? 
Incredible! 

Qa  What  can  be  done  about  these 
groups  using  the  First  Amendment  to 
justify  pornography? 

A That  is  a  very  troubling  and  dif- 
■  ficult  question  to  deal  with. 
Unfortunately,  I  believe  the  radical 
secularists  have  been  successful  in  con- 
vincing some  Americans  that  our  liber- 
ties are  unbridled,  that  the  founding 
fathers  did  not  contemplate  any  restric- 
tions whatsoever  on  things  like  free 
speech. 

Yet  our  whole  experience  argues 
otherwise.  No  right  can  be  unlimited. 
The  analogy  that's  often  used  is  you 
can't  yell  fire  in  a  crowded  theater.  We 
don't  allow  pornography  to  be  sold  to 
10-year-olds.  And  we  discourage,  and 
rightfully  so,  racist  speech  in  our  coun- 
try. 

I  think  we  need  a  national  debate  to 
help  educate  the  American  people 
again  about  the  fact  that  only  a  virtuous 
people  can  remain  free. 

Q-  What  about  the  separation  of 
church  and  state?  Hasn't  that  prin- 
ciple come  in  for  extensive  misuse  as 
well? 

Alt  sure  has.  The  founding  fathers 
■  were  very  concerned  that  govern- 
ment would  set  up  an  established 
church  — a  church  run  by  the  govern- 
ment and  subsidized  by  tax  money.  Yet 
today  we've  gone  from  that  legitimate 
concern  to  where  the  very  expression  of 
religious  faith  in  the  public  arena  is 
considered  to  somehow  be  a  violation 
of  the  constitution. 

Everybody  realizes  that  there's  no 
longer  organized  school  prayer.  What 
many  may  not  realize  is  that  there  have 
actually  been  federal  court  decisions 
that  have  upheld  the  right  of  a  school 
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principal  to  tell  kindergarten  children 
who  are  bowing  their  heads  in  prayer  at 
lunch  time,  that  they  could  not  do  that 
on  school  property  We've  had  a  tremen- 
dous number  of  cases  in  the  federal 
courts  that  come  down  to  the  idea  that 
religion  must  never  be  allowed  to  be 
expressed  in  any  kind  of  public  forum. 
The  founding  fathers  would  be  aston- 
ished by  that. 

Q.  How  about  the  misuse  of  the 
right  of  privacy  to  justify  deviate 
behavior? 

A Most  Americans  believe  they  have 
■  a  right  to  privacy.  But,  again,  how 
far  does  that  right  go?  We  don't  allow  a 
man  to  beat  his  wife  and,  then,  when 
the  police  come  to  his  door,  allow  him 
to  say,  "Stop!  This  is  my  own  home  and 
I  have  a  right  to  do  what  I  want  here." 
We  don't  permit  someone  to  abuse 
drugs  in  the  privacy  of  his  own  home 
and  then  cite  that  right  as  a  defense. 
Again,  here's  a  basic  right  that's  being 
twisted  to  mean  things  that  I  don't  think 
any  reasonable  man  or  woman  would 
agree  with. 

Qa  To  what  extent  does  the  govern- 
ment advance  these  changes? 

BThe  federal  government  in  par- 
■  ticular  has  played  a  major  role  in 
these  trends.  I  have  been  in  Washington 
now  for  20  years  and  the  one  thing 
that's  clear  to  me  is  that  the  values  that 
predominate  in  this  city  are  not  the 
values  of  the  average  American. 

Second,  legislation  in  many  cases 
has  made  the  problems  worse.  And 
even  more  outrageous,  our  tax  money  is 
often  being  channeled  to  the  very 
organizations  that  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  undermining  the  values  that 
most  Americans  believe  in.  If  the 
average  citizen  was  aware  of  where  his 
tax  dollars  are  going  and  how  much 
ends  up  flowing  to  these  extreme  leftist 
organizations,  he  would  be  absolutely 
outraged. 

OL  What's  been  the  impact  on  the 
family? 

A The  impact  has  been  devastating, 
■  particularly  on  our  children.  If 
you  look  at  the  statistics  on  our  children 
in  1960  compared  with  today,  you  find 
that  in  almost  every  measurable  way, 
children  are  worse  off  today  than  they 
were  30  years  ago.  And  much  of  that  is 
because  an  increasing  number  of  our 
children  are  being  raised  in  homes 
where  they  do  not  have  two  parents 
present. 

They're  being  taught  in  schools  that 
are  not  arming  them  to  deal  with  the 
Please  turn  page 


Vietnam  Memorial  Timepiece 

NAM  TIME... A  memorial  to  the  more  than 
58,000  U.S.  servicemen  and  women  who 
"failed"  to  make  the  return  trip  home.  Its 
unique  design  contains  more  than  58,000 
names  inscribed  on  microfilm  in  a  humble, 
but  honest  attempt  to  salute  these  brave, 
courageous  and  loyal  Americans — they 
should  never  be  forgotten... and  much 
more,  they  should  always  be 
remembered. 


Fellow  Vietnam  Vets: 

7  am  proud  to  offer  Nam 
Time,  a  memorial,  to  all 
my  brave  comrades- 
in-arms,  reminding 
them,  as  America 
begins  to 
remember,  we 
shall  never 


forget. 

Jack  Stevenson 
2nd  Battalion 
20th  Artillery 
1st  Air  Cavalry 

(May  1967  to 
May  1968) 


★  Rolled  Leather  Black  Band 
if  Quartz  Movement 
it  Black  Onyx  Jeweled  Stem 
if  2  Campaign  Ribbons  on  Watch 
if  2  Microns  of  Gold  Plate 
if  Stainless  Steel  Back 
if  Separate  Piece  of  Microfilm  Encased 
Lucite  for  Viewing  Under  150X 
Microscope 


Face 


SEND  ORDER 
WITH  PAYMENT  TO: 

National  Emblem  Sales,  Dept.  W 
P.O.  Box  1050 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206-1050 


SHIP  TO: 
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5% 
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ethical  and  moral  issues  that  they  are 
going  to  face  in  their  lives.  They're 
living  on  streets  where  the  breakdown 
of  law  and  order  has  made  playing  in  a 
playground  in  our  urban  areas  literally 
a  life-threatening  undertaking. 

Q  ■  What  can  be  done  to  shore  up  the 
family  and  traditional  values  against 
this  assault? 

A Mostly,  what  needs  to  be  done  has 
■  to  be  done  by  individuals.  Many 
people  may  have  been  tempted  by  the 
experimentation  of  the  1960s— by  the 
notion  that  we  could  somehow  throw 
overboard  the  old  rules  and  guidelines 
on  how  to  live  one's  life  and  remake 
everything  in  a  better  way.  But  while  a 
lot  of  Americans  now  realize  this  was  a 
failed  experiment,  they  hesitate  to  make 
a  real  stand  for  traditional  values.  That 
personal  commitment  must  come  first. 

Second,  I  would  hope  that  at  least 
some  politicians  get  a  little  courage  and 
start  giving  voice  to  what  I  believe  are 
the  concerns  and  desires  of  millions  of 


Americans.  It's  been  said  that  politics 
abhors  a  vacuum.  But  right  now  the 
biggest  vacuum  in  American  politics  is 
the  absence  of  public  figures  who  are 
willing  to  articulate  and  fight  for  the 
traditions  that  made  this  nation  great. 

0.  Why? 

A Our  politicians  today  are  in  many 
■  cases  captives  of  their  pollsters 
and  their  consultants.  One  shudders  to 
think  what  would  have  happened  if 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  called  in 
pollsters  to  find  out  the  latest  thinking 
on  slavery.  He  knew  what  was  right. 
And  he  chose  to  lead  the  American 
people  in  that  direction— not  to  follow 
the  latest  fad  or  trend. 

It's  also  clear  that  public  figures  have 
been  intimidated  by  radical  secular 
groups;  they  know  they're  going  to  be 
in  for  a  merciless  personal  attack  if  they 
stick  their  necks  out. 

Not  long  ago  a  certain  congressman 
was  up  on  ethics  charges  because  a 
male  prostitute  had  operated  a  prostitu- 
tion ring  out  of  his  apartment.  When  I 
talked  to  other  members  of  Congress 
about  this,  many  closed  the  door  and 
said:  "Look,  I  agree  with  everything 
you're  saying,  but  if  I  do  something  on 
this  issue,  I'm  going  to  have  these 
radical  groups  hammering  on  my  office 


door  and  engaging  in  sit-ins  and  picket- 
ing my  home— and  I  just  don't  need  that 
trouble." 

Worst  of  all,  there  hasn't  been  an 
effective  response  from  the  other  side. 
So  politicians  take  the  path  of  least 
resistance. 

Overall,  we  have  a  minority  of  the 
population  which  is  very  powerful, 
which  controls  much  of  the  public 
debate  and  the  public  media  and  which 
not  only  intimidates  our  public  leaders 
but  is  pushing  the  whole  nation  in  a 
direction  most  people  simply  don't 
want  to  go.  It's  downright  frightening! 

Qb  What  about  the  use  of  boycotts 
against  publishers  of  pornography  or 
against  corporations  that  advertise  on 
questionable  TV  programs? 

A The  boycott  is  an  effective 
■  weapon,  as  was  shown  when  it 
was  used  decisively  by  the  civil  rights 
movement.  It  shows  that  one  way  the 
American  people  can  vote  and  influ- 
ence public  action  is  with  their  pocket- 
books. 

If  a  TV  show  is  undermining  the 
values  they  teach  their  children,  they 
should  not  only  turn  off  the  station  but 
they  ought  to  remember  the  sponsors  of 
that  program  and  simply  decide  not  to 
buy  that  corporation's  products. 

Q  ■  Are  there  other  groups  like  yours 
that  people  can  turn  to  for  help  in 
participating  in  this  counterattack? 

A Yes,  we're  affiliated  with  Focus 
■  on  the  Family  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  It  puts  out  a  great  deal  of 
information  about  strengthening  the 
family  and  helping  people  deal  with 
problems  in  their  own  home  as  well  as 
in  the  public  arena.  Concerned  Women 
of  America  in  Washington,  D.C.,  is 
another  organization  that  is  attempting 
to  organize  women  around  basic  Amer- 
ican issues  of  tradition  and  freedom. 

Q-   How  about  the  churches? 

A The  churches  should  play  a  major 
■  role  in  this  battle.  Unfortunately, 
the  same  timidity  that's  infected  public 
officials,  businessmen  and  so  many 
others  has  sometimes  infected  the 
churches,  too. 

I've  come  across  many  pastors  who 
don't  want  to  get  into  these  timely 
issues  because  they  fear  they'll  be  divi- 
sive. And  yet  it's  impossible  to  talk 
about  matters  of  faith  and  ignore  what's 
going  on  in  the  community  around  the 
church.  So  one  would  hope  that 
churches  will  take  a  more  active  role  — 
and  one  sure  way  to  make  that  happen 
is  for  individual  members  of  their  con- 
gregations to  press  them  to  do  so.  D 
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Adolph  Weinman  designed  two  U.S.  coins 
which  reflected  the  new  American  spirit. 
These  coins  -  the  "Mercury"  Dime  and  the 
Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar  -   were  so 
beautiful  they  instantly  became  Collector 
Favorites! 

Giant  Savings  For  You 

You  can  now  own  BOTH  of  these  .900  Silver  Classics  for  only  $5  - 
over  60%  off  our  regular  catalog  price  of  $14!  You'll  also 
receive  our  fully-illustrated  catalog,  plus  other  offers  on 
approval.  This  is  a  limited  introductory  offer  -  please,  one  set 
to  a  customer  at  this  special  low  price.  Act  now! 

Littleton  Coin  Company 

Friendly  Service  to  Collectors  Since  1 945 

Mercury  Dime  &  Liberty  Walking  Half 

Regularly  $14.00  (Limit  1  set  -  Dates  of  Littleton's  choice)...  Now  Only  $5.00 

Send  coupon  Mr/Mrs/Ms   

with  payment  to: 

Littleton  Coin  Co.  Address  

Dept.  LML222, 

Littleton,  NH  03561  City/State/Zip  


45  Day  Money-Back  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction 
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the  services  is  mandatory,  ranc 
urinalysis,  which  has  now  been  refi 
to  the  point  where  it  can  detect 
presence  of  opiates  such  as  morphine, 
amphetamines  and  PCP,  as  well  as 
cocaine,  marijuana  and  hashish.  This 
screening  is  crucial,  says  Algner. 
"Without  it,  the  program  has  no  teeth." 

Testing  for  drugs  began  in  the  early 
1970s  when  the  DoD  found  evidence  of 
abuse  among  military  personnel  in 
Southeast  Asia,  but  it  wasn't  until  1982 
that  widespread  screening  got  started. 
Now  the  services  operate  laboratories 
worldwide. 

Military  personnel  never  know  when 
they  will  be  required  to  submit  to 
urinalysis.  For  example,  at  the  sub- 
marine base  in  Bangor,  Wash.,  a  sign 
instructing  all  personnel  whose  Social 
Security  numbers  end  in  "8"  to  report 
for  testing  immediately,  appeared  one 
morning.  In  Cheyenne,  Wyo. ,  cars  are 
randomly  stopped  at  Warren  AFB  and 
passengers  are  required  to  undergo 
testing.  Top  brass,  even  the  com- 
manding general,  are  not  exempt. 

Since  June  1988,  all  recruits  in  all 
services  must  test  negative  for  drugs 
before  they  can  be  sworn  in.  The  re- 
quirement was  enacted  by  Congress 
and  signed  by  President  Ronald  Reagan 
on  Dec.  4,  1987.  According  to  Sen. 
Ernest  F.  Hollings  of  South  Carolina, 
sponsor  of  the  amendment  to  a  military 
authorization  bill,  "The  time  to  start 
catching  the  users  is  before  they  join  the 
Armed  Forces." 

The  services  perform  3  million  drug 
tests  annually  at  a  cost  of  $15  each.  The 
urine  is  delivered  under  the  direct  obser- 
vation of  someone  unrelated  to  the  indi- 
vidual being  tested  and  clearly  marked 
with  an  identifying  number.  The  sam- 
ples are  placed  in  locked  containers 
until  delivered  to  a  lab.  If  they  show 
positive  on  ultra-sophisticated  equip- 
ment, the  samples  are  tested  once  again 
in  a  different  lab  at  the  same  site  to 
make  certain  no  error  was  made.  The 
military  takes  action  only  after  a  second 
test  confirms  the  initial  results. 

A  good  deal  of  controversy  has 
swirled  around  the  scientific  validity  of 
the  testing  procedures.  Opponents  of 
drug  tests  have  argued  that  errors  can 
be  made  and  that  testing  frequently  is 
unable  to  identify  specific  drugs  or  how 
much  of  the  substance  has  been  used. 

Please  turn  page 


You  can  now  enjoy  the  most  truly 
beautiful  and  memory-stirring  lis- 
tening experience  you've  ever 
heard.  Thanks  to  special  arrange- 
ments with  America's  major  record 
companies  we  can  now  offer  you  50 
of  the  world's  most  loved,  heart- 
touching  recordings,  all  in  one 


Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who 
have  heard  this  remarkable  collection  on 
TV  have  already  ordered.  No  other  trea- 
sury ever  offered  can  compare  with  it. 
Every  one  of  the  50  all-time  favorite  record- 
ings is  full  length,  exactly  as  originally  re- 
corded. Listening  to  these  never-equalled 
million-seller  favorites  will  stir  more  mem- 
ories, and  give  you  more  pleasure,  than 
any  other  treasury  you've  ever  heard. 

Money  Back  Guarantee 

All  50  of  the  Most  Loved  Records  Of 
Your  Life  come  to  you  on  either  3  Double- 
Length  Records  (each  in  its  own  jacket) 
...or  3  Cassettes.  The  price?  Only  $6.66 
each.  All  3  for  only  $19.98.  And  we 
unconditionally  guarantee  you'll  enjoy 
these  music  treasuries  more  than  any 
you  own  or  they  won't  cost  you  a  penny. 
Be  sure  to  mail  the  no-risk  coupon  today. 


extraordinary  collection.  Yes,  here 
are  the  most  loved  records  of  your 
life.  50  different  recordings  so  uni- 
versally popular  that  each  sold 
over  a  million  copies.  50  of  the  most 
loved  recordings  ever  made  by  50  of 
the  most  loved  stars  and  groups  of 
all  time.  And  here  they  are: 


NOTIN  STORES-MAIL  COUPON  TODAY! 

The  Beautiful  Music  Company,  Dept.  HI-259  I 

777  Larkf  ield  Road,  Commack,  N.Y  1 1 725  , 
Please  rush  me  the  beautiful  treasury  "50  I 
OF  THE  MOST  LOVED  RECORDS  OF  YOUR 
LIFE"  in  my  choice  of  3  records,  3  cassettes 
or  2  compact  discs.  I  understand  that  all  50 
selections  are  full  length  and  that  I  must  agree  I 
that  this  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  treasuries  I 
ever  made  or  you  will  refund  my  money  ■ 
immediately.  | 

□  I  enclose  $1 9.98.  Send  3  Records. 

□  I  enclose  $1 9.98.  Send  3  Cassettes. 

□  I  enclose  $24.98.  Send  2  Compact  Discs. 

We  Ship  Free!  No  Postage  Or  Handling!  j 
We  Pay  All  Charges! 

Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  j 
□  American  Express  □  Diner's  Club 

Card  No  Exp   1 

Name   I 

Address   | 

|  City   State  Zip  | 


Because  of  You 

Tony  Bennett 

Chances  Are 

Johnny  Mathis 

Vaya  Con  Dios 

Les  Paul  and  Mary  Ford 

Blueberry  Hill 

Fats  Domino 

Fascination 

Jane  Morgan 

You,  You,  You 

The  Ames  Brothers 

The  Three  Bells 

The  Browns 

Hell  Have  To  Go 

Jim  Reeves 

Anytime 

Eddie  Fisher 

Tenderly 

Rosemary  Clooney 

Now  Is  The  Hour 

Bing  Crosby 

To  Each  His  Own 

The  Ink  Spots 

Secret  Love 

Doris  Day 

Only  You 

The  Platters 
Kiss  Of  Fire 

Georgia  Gibbs 

Moments  To  Remember 

The  Four  Lads 

Moonlight  In  Vermont 

Margaret  Whiting 


Release  Me 

Engelbert  Humperdinck 
Tennessee  Waltz 
Patti  Page 
I'll  Never  Fall  In  Love  Again 
Tom  Jones 
Just  Walkin'  In  The  Rain 

Johnny  Ray 
Little  Things  Mean  A  Lot 

Kitty  Kallen 
Till  I  Waltz  Again  With  You 
Teresa  Brewer 

Love  Is  A  Many 
Splendored  Thing 

The  Four  Aces 
Spanish  Eyes 

Al  Martino 

Make  The  World  Go  Away 

Eddy  Arnold 
Heartaches  By  The  Number 

Guy  Mitchell 

Beyond  The  Sea 

Bobby  Darin 
Twilight  Time 

The  Three  Suns 

Bluebird  Of  Happiness 

Art  Mooney 
It's  Just  A  Matter  Of  Time 

Brook  Benton 

Melody  Of  Love 

Billy  Vaughn 
I  Believe 

Frankie  Lane 

Roses  Are  Red 

Bobby  Vinton 


Somewhere  My  Love 

Ray  Conniff 

Too  Young 

Nat  King  Cole 
Return  To  Me 

Dean  Martin 

Goodnight  Irene 

Gordon  Jenkins 

Peg  O'  My  Heart 

The  Harmonicats 

Autumn  Leaves 

Roger  Williams 
La  Vie  En  Rose 

Edith  Piaf 

I  Remember  You 

Frank  Ifield 

You  Always  Hurt 
The  One  You  Love 

The  Mills  Brothers 
Unchained  Melody 

Al  Hibbler 

Crazy  Arms 

Ray  Price 

My  Special  Angel 

Bobby  Helms 
Auf  Wiedersehen, 
Sweetheart 

Vera  Lynn 

Everything  I  Have  Is  Yours 

Billy  Eckstine 

You're  Breaking  My  Heart 

Vic  Damone 

You  Belong  To  Me 

Jo  Stafford 


A  Goldmine  Of  r 
Musical  Memories 
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Now,  however,  drug  testing  produces 
extremely  accurate  results  that, 
according  to  Navy  Capt.  Michael  L. 
Pratt,  "are  rarely  successfully  con- 
tested in  the  courts."  Pratt  is  Com- 
manding Officer  of  a  screening  lab  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Why  has  testing  worked  so  well? 
Pratt's  succinct  answer:  "It's  very  effec- 
tive in  scaring  the  hell  out  of  these 
guys." 

The  military  has  indeed  alarmed  its 
personnel  and  in  the  process  dramati- 
cally reduced  the  extent  of  drug  abuse. 
The  goal  is  to  reduce  the  once-rampant 
scourge  to  a  flat  zero,  and  the  Pentagon 
believes  it  can  come  very  close. 

The  program  costs  about  $175  mil- 
lion a  year  and  requires  several 
thousand  man-hours  of  effort. 

Could  the  military  program  be 
applied  with  the  same  degree  of  success 
to  the  civilian  population?  Because  the 
services  are  closed  organizations  which 
must  be  run  in  an  authoritarian  way, 
experts  say  it  may  not  be  easy  to  put  the 


same  stringent  policies  into  effect  in 
society.  Still,  while  the  tough  specifics 
probably  cannot  be  taken  over  lock, 
stock  and  penalties,  the  Pentagon  says 
the  general  principles  can  be  adopted  to 
curb  civilian  drug  abuse. 

•  Education,  the  first  prong  in  the 
military  program,  must  blanket  all  seg- 
ments of  society. 

A  beginning  has  been  made.  The 
advertising  industry,  through  the 
Partnership  for  a  Drug  Free  America, 
has  donated  almost  $800  million  worth 
of  media  time  and  space  in  the  past 
three  years.  Currently,  $1  million  is 
being  spent  every  day  on  anti-drug 
commercials  such  as  the  fried-egg-and- 
brain  campaign  on  television. 

Across  the  nation,  growing  numbers 
of  schools  and  colleges  offer  courses  on 
drug  abuse  hazards,  inviting  prominent 
athletes  and  other  respected  adults  to 
talk  to  students  and  form  parent  groups 
to  battle  abuse.  Education  departments 
should  make  these  courses  mandatory 
and,  as  in  the  military,  continue  them 
through  a  youngster's  school  years. 

Bob  Martinez,  who  assumed  the  job 
of  the  nation's  drug  czar  last  March, 
told  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  at 
his  confirmation  hearing  that  one  of  his 
prime  goals  would  be  to  make  treatment 
available  to  anyone  who  requested  it. 


Another  idea  schools  could  borrow 
from  the  Army:  To  combat  drug  abuse 
among  children  of  soldiers,  youth 
groups  have  been  started  to  fight  the 
menace  through  peer  pressure  and,  in 
addition,  youth  task  forces  have  been 
created  to  ferret  out  abusers  and  try  to 
discourage  them.  "Peer  pressure 
spreads  drug  use,"  President  Bush  says. 
"Peer  pressure  can  help  stop  it." 

•  Treatment  and  rehabilitation,  the 
second  prong,  must  be  sharply 
increased.  "It's  time  we  expand  our 
treatment  centers,"  President  Bush 
says,  "and  do  a  better  job  of  providing 
services  to  those  who  need  them." 
Right  now,  there  are  about  2  million 
drug  users  in  the  country  who  may  be 
able  to  kick  their  habit  with  proper 
treatment.  But  only  400,000  are 
receiving  any  help  at  all. 

Moving  through  Congress  is  a  bill  to 
spend  $1.5  billion  for  state  alcohol, 
drug  abuse  and  mental  health  pro- 
grams. The  measure,  which  includes 
$400  million  to  the  National  Institute 
on  Drug  Abuse,  was  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate last  August  and  supporters  are  con- 
fident it  will  become  law  by  summer. 

•  Finally,  the  core  of  the  military 
program— testing  and  harsh  conse- 
quences for  persons  proved  without  any 
doubt  to  be  abusers— should  be 
adopted  by  businesses,  professional 
organizations  and  all  other  areas  of  our 
society. 

Controversy  is  still  swirling  around 
testing  in  the  civilian  world  and  court 
challenges  are  being  filed  but, 
according  to  the  Society  for  the 
Advancement  of  Education,  "drug 
testing  is  here  to  stay."  L.  Camille  Her- 
bert, law  professor  at  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity, says  the  country's  courts  and 
legislatures  have  given  employers  wide 
latitude  in  testing  their  workers,  adding: 
"I  don't  think  an  employee  can  expect 
not  to  be  tested  at  all." 

The  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce 
reports  that  testing  is  now  "very  exten- 
sive and  increasing  all  the  time  in  the 
nation's  work  places."  More  than  half 
of  America's  major  corporations  and  a 
large  number  of  smaller  ones  already 
have  made  testing  compulsory  for  all 
employees  and  the  numbers  are 
increasing  monthly.  The  reason,  the 
chamber  says,  is  that  there  is  no  ques- 
tion that  it  works.  Initial  tests  are  now 
92  percent  to  98  percent  accurate  and 
the  second  confirmation  process  that 
all  samples  must  go  through  is  "virtu- 
ally without  any  margin  of  error." 

Mark  A.  de  Bernardo,  executive 
director  of  the  Institute  for  a  Drug-Free 
Workplace,  says  "Employers  have  a 
legitimate  role  in  the  war  on  drugs 


Presenting... 

The  DR™  FIELD  and 
BRUSH  MOWER 


•-the  amazing  walk-behind 
"brush  hog"  that  - 

•CLEARS  &  MAINTAINS  meadows, 
pastures,  roadsides,  fences,  wooded 
and  rough  non-lawn  areas  with  ease. 
Mows  over  1/2  acre  per  hour! 

•CUTS  tall  grass,  weeds,  brush, 
brambles,  sumac  -  even  tough 
saplings  up  to!"  thick! 


•Plu 

CHOPS/ 
MULCHES  most 
everything  it  cuts; 
leaves  NO  TANGLE  of 
material  to  trip  over  or  to  pick  up  like 
hand  held  brush  cutlers  and  sicklcbar  mowers. 
•POWERFUL  8HP  Briggs  &  Slratton  engine  with 
BIG  20"  SELF-PROPELLED  WHEELS!  Rolls  through 
ditches,  furrows,  over  bumps  and  logs  with  case. 

•Perfect  for  low-maintenance  wildf lower 
meadows... European -style  woodlots  free  of  under- 
growth... walking  paths.. .or  any  area  that  you  only 
want  to  mow  oncc-a-month...or  once-a-scason! 


So, 

/  WHY 
I  MESS 
'     with  hand- 
held brush 
cutters  that  are 
so  dangerous, 
slow  and 
tiring  to  use... 
OR  with  sicklebar 
mowers  that  shake 
unmercifully 
and  leave  such  a 
tangled  mess? 
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because  drug  abuse  affects  their  bottom 
line."  How  severely?  An  estimated 
$100  billion  a  year  is  lost  by  the  busi- 
ness community  each  year  because  of 
absenteeism,  health-care  costs  and 
high  accident  rates  because  of  drugs. 

About  50  percent  of  Fortune  500 
corporations  have  testing  programs. 
They  include  IBM,  Kodak,  DuPont, 
Capital  Cities/ABC  and  all  defense 
contractors.  In  Baltimore,  the  Johns 
Hopkins  Medical  Institution  has  begun 
a  random  testing  of  all  its  new  staff  doc- 
tors. 

Recently,  Maricopa  County  in 
Arizona  cracked  down  on  users,  with 
the  anti-drug  campaign  slogan  "Do 
Drugs,  Do  Time."  To  avoid  felony 
charges,  people  who  are  nabbed  must 
agree  to  attend  weekly  counseling  ses- 
sions and  undergo  regular  urinalysis.  If 
they  flunk  the  testing,  they  are  prose- 
cuted and  go  to  jail,  if  convicted.  A  day 
or  two  in  the  pokey  with  hard-core  crim- 
inals usually  does  the  trick  for  "nice" 
people  who  do  drugs  casually.  Heavy 
users  generally  welcome  being  caught. 
A  chemist,  who  earns  $50,000  a  year 
and  spent  $150,000  a  year  on  his  habit, 
confesses,  "I'm  glad  they  got  me.  I  was 
going  to  kill  myself." 

Airplane  pilots  as  well  as  other  trans- 
portation workers  must  submit  to 
random  tests  for  illegal  drugs, 
according  to  new  rules  imposed  by  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration  and 
other  U.S.  transportation  agencies. 
This  testing  is  in  addition  to  mandatory 
testing  following  any  accident. 

What's  the  bottom  line?  We  are 
having  limited  success  so  far  in  control- 
ling the  supply  of  drugs  flowing  into  the 
United  States  but  the  military  has 
shown  that  a  good  job  can  be  done  on 
the  demand  side.  The  civilian  popula- 
tion should  listen,  learn  and  act, 
quickly  and  decisively,  or  the  social 
devastation  will  worsen.  Sure,  it  will  be 
a  long,  uphill  fight,  but  the  stakes  are 
high. 

It  wouldn't  be  the  first  time  the  mili- 
tary has  shown  the  way  to  win  a  war.  □ 


TAPS 


Taps  Notices  mention,  whenever  possible,  those 
Legionnaires  who  have  held  high  national  or  department 
office  in  the  Legion  or  the  U.S.  government,  or  who  have 
attained  other  forms  of  national  prominence. 

Garland  Daine  Bloodsworth,  DE  National  Executive 
Committeeman  (1958-60),  Department  Adjutant 
(1966-84). 

Bernard  J.  Chisholm,  MN  Department  Historian  (1 973- 
77),  National  Historian  (1981-82). 

Clarence  W.  Jones,  UT  Department  Commander  (1 973- 
74),  National  Alternate  Executive  Committeeman 
(1975  to  present). 

Stewart  Helmer  Murphy  Lund,  IA  Department  Vice 
Commander  (1952-53),  National  Executive  Commit- 
teeman (1971-75). 
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On  January  25, 1992  Costa  Cruises  introduced  a  new  breed 
ship  to  Caribbean  cruising.  At  a  cost  of  $325  million  Costa 
Classica  is  the  most  expensive  cruise  ship  per  passenger  ever 
built.  Her  sleek  lines,  European  decor  and  spectacular  service 
represent  a  new  standard  of  elegance  by  which  others 
surely  be  judged. 

Hartford  Holidays  invites  you  to  experience  this  fantastic  new 
style  of  cruising  by  offering  a  select  number  of  American 
Legion  members  and  their  families  2nd  passenger  savings  of 
70-80%  off  published  fares. 

Sailing  Saturdays  from  Ft.  Lauderdale  you'll  explore  one  of  tw 
exciting  itineraries: 

Eastern  Caribbean  —  3  glorious  days  at  sea  plus  stops  at 
Juan,  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  Maarten. 

Western  Caribbean  —  2  days  at  sea  plus  stops  at  Ocho  Rios, 
Grand  Cayman,  Playa  del  Carmen/Cancun  and  Cozumel. 

Space  at  these  rates  is  extremely  limited.  Reserv  ations  will  be 
cepted  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis.  For  information  and 
servations  call  today: 


Please  send  me  mere  information  on  the  Costa  Classica. 
Name  
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Continued  from  page  25 


police  departments  train  non-artists  to 
use  Visatex  because  qualified  artists  are 
scarce,  particularly  for  smaller  depart- 
ments. 

Either  way,  Visatex  is  hastening 
arrests.  "We've  probably  cleared  20  to 
25  cases  in  the  last  year  with  the 
sketching  system,"  says  Las  Cruces, 
N.M. ,  detective  Tim  Reeves. 

Electronic  Sherlock  Holmes 

More  often  than  not,  every  police 
department  used  to  have  an  old  hand  on 
the  burglary  squad  who  would  visit  a 
crime  scene  and  instantly  know  who  did 
the  job.  That's  because  career  burglars 
leave  behind  stylistic  "fingerprints" 
such  as  what  was  taken  or  not  taken  and 
what  was  the  means  of  entry.  The  old 
pros  learn  to  recognize  a  given  thief  s 
handiwork. 

It  takes  years  to  gain  that  savvy,  but 
the  Jefferson  Institute  for  Justice 
Studies'  new  "expert  system"  computer 
is  cutting  the  learning  curve  to  minutes. 
Operating  like  an  electronic  Sherlock 
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Continued  from  page  24 
cash-strapped  states  and  counties 
wrestle  with  unbalanced  budgets, 
says  Friel.  Just  let  criminals  "walk"? 
Nobody  wants  to  do  that  either.  Then 
there  are  high-tech  in-house  arrest 
systems  (see  main  article),  but  they 
largely  are  limited  to  non-violent 
criminals  and  that  consequently 
solves  only  a  fraction  of  the  prob- 
lem. 

The  answer,  says  Friel,  is  more 
technology  and  more  information. 

For  instance,  is  it  more  effective 
to  give  an  18-year-old  convicted 
burglar  probation  or  jail  time? 
What's  the  recidivism  rate  for  those 
who  got  probation?  What  about 
those  who  serve  time? 


"We  could  know  the  answers  but 
we  don't,"  says  Friel.  "Ask  a  large 
jurisdiction  what  happened  to  100 
randomly  selected  arrests  and  few,  if 
any,  could  come  back  with  a  com- 
plete answer.  The  upshot  is  that 
policy-makers  are  operating  in  an 
information  void.  But  this  is  infor- 
mation we  could  have,  particularly 
with  today's  computers.  And  if  we 
did  have  it,  we  could  make  much 
more  cost-effective  decisions. 

"We'd  know  which  criminals  we 
could  take  a  chance  on.  and  which 
ones  we  cannot  afford  to  take  risks 
with.  With  enough  of  the  right  infor- 
mation, we'd  be  able  to  make  much 
better  use  of  both  our  courts  and  our 
prisons,"  Friel  says.  — F.  McG  □ 


Holmes,  the  system  captures  "the 
accumulated  knowledge  of  the  sea- 
soned detectives  in  a  city,"  says  institute 
director  Joan  Jacoby. 

Developed  with  a  grant  from  the 
National  Institute  of  Justice,  the  com- 
puter's "institutional  memory"  is  built 
up  by  entering  data  about  closed  cases 


ELECTRIC  MOBILITY 


"Get  one, 
it's  fun!" 


VETERANS: 
Ask  about  special  Veterans  programs. 


Get  PERSONAL  INDEPENDENCE 
With  a  RASCAL  SCOOTER! 

Tired  of  relying  on  friends  or  rela- 
tives to  help  you  get  around?  On  a 
Rascal  Electric  Scooter,  you  can  feel 
proud  and  personally  independent  as 
you  enjoy  your  favorite  hobbies,  shop 
or  visit! 

The  Rascal  is  easy  to  use  and  com- 
pact! The  unique  take-apart  frame 
lets  you  pack  your  scooter  in  the  trunk 
of  your  car  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Test  ride  a  Rascal  today  and  get  a 
Burl  Ives  cassette  tape— FREE! 

Send  me  a  free  color  catalog  and 
Sweepstakes  entry  form. 
□  Contact  me  about  a  free  Rascal  test  ride, 
which  includes  a  Burl  Ives  cassette  tape. 

Name  

Address  

City  

Zip  Phone  (  ) 

Date  of  Birth  /  


State - 


Electric  Mobility,  #1  Mobility  Plaza 
Dept.  3213,  Sewell,  NJ  08080 


into  the  database.  Give  it  enough  past 
knowledge  and,  over  time,  when  you 
tell  the  computer  that  the  burglar  took 
diamonds  but  left  behind  silver  and  a 
.357  magnum,  it  will  spit  out  a  list  of 
suspects  "arranged  in  a  hierarchy  of 
probability,"  says  Jacoby. 

"When  there  are  no  hard  leads,  the 
computer  pinpoints  investigative 
avenues  based  upon  the  past  patterns," 
Jacoby  explains.  "It  sorts  3,000  records 
of  past  burglaries  in  under  a  minute  and 
doing  just  that  will  give  a  detective  a 
huge  head  start  in  solving  the  crime." 

Priced  at  $25,000,  the  system  has 
been  widely  tested  by  police  in  Balti- 
more County,  Md.;  Rochester,  N.Y.; 
Tampa,  Fla.;  Tucson,  Ariz.;  and  Char- 
lotte, N.C.  The  verdict?  "Wherever 
burglary  is  a  problem,  the  system  is  a 
plus.  It  speeds  up  arrests  and  frees 
detectives  to  pursue  other  crimes,"  says 
Jacoby. 

Laser  Tickets 

In  a  game  of  high-tech  tag  on  the 
nation's  highways,  police  departments 
have  unveiled  ever  more-sophisticated 
radar  guns  while  motorists  respond 
with  state-of-the-art  radar  detectors. 

But  the  police  have  upped  the  ante 
with  a  weapon  straight  out  of  "Buck 
Rogers"— a  laser  gun.  "I  think  we  are  at 
the  point  where  we  have  ended  the 
war,"  says  Lt.  Richard  C.  Allen  of  the 
Charleston  County  (S.C.)  Sheriffs 
Department. 

Fewer  than  500  of  the  guns  currently 
are  in  use,  but  the  number  grows  daily. 
A  laser  gun  can't  be  picked  up  by  a 
radar  detector,  and  its  evidence  is 
unbeatable  in  court.  With  radar,  there's 
an  argument  accepted  by  some  judges 


We're  giving  away  12  FREE 

Rascals  in  1992! 
Return  this  coupon  today 
or  call  Toll  Free 

1-800-662-4548 
For  your  FREE  Electric 
Mobility  catalog  and  1992 
Sweepstakes  entry  form! 
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that  at  1 ,000  feet  a  radar  beam  has 
spread  to  a  width  of  250  feet,  meaning 
it  certainly  picked  up  a  speeder,  but  "it 
wasn't  me,  your  honor." 

With  a  laser,  diffusion  at  1 ,000  feet  is 
just  three  feet,  says  Mike  Phippen, 
director  of  marketing  for  Laser  Technol- 
ogy, Inc.,  one  of  several  companies 
selling  laser  speed  guns.  "Don't  even 
go  to  court.  You  cannot  win,"  Phippen 
warns  speeders. 

And,  while  a  laser  detector  is  a  theo- 
retical possibility,  it's  unlikely  since  a 
laser  gun  needs  just  one-third  of  a  sec- 
ond to  pinpoint  a  car's  speed  (compared 
to  five  seconds  for  a  radar  gun).  Says 
Phippen,  "By  the  time  you  know  a  laser 
gun  is  there,  it's  too  late."  Priced  at 
$3,600— twice  as  much  as  a  radar  gun 
—laser  guns  nonetheless  earn  back  their 
cost.  "They  produce  lots  of  speeding 
tickets.  Especially,"  says  Phippen, 
"with  owners  of  radar  detectors." 

An  Eye  In  The  Sky 

At  a  glance  you'd  think  it  was  just  an 
especially  large  version  of  a  child's 
remote-control  airplane,  but  take  a 
harder  look.  That  plane  just  may 
become  a  key  weapon  in  the  war  on 
crime. 


That's  because  Aerovironment's 
Pointer  is  an  unmanned,  aerial  vehicle 
(UAV)  that  goes  where  police  won't  or 
cannot  go.  Once  in  flight,  Pointer's 
built-in  video  camera  provides  detailed 
pictures  and  sound  of  whatever  is  hap- 
pening beneath  it. 

Possible  applications?  Everything 
from  covertly  monitoring  street  corner 
drug  deals  through  keeping  an  eye  on 
the  nation's  borders  and  scanning  roof- 
tops for  a  sniper. 

Won't  Pointer  be  shot  down?  Not 
likely,  says  Aerovironment's  Todd 
McNamee,  since  Pointer— developed 
with  Marine  Corps  seed  money— pre- 
sents ultra-low  radar  and  acoustic  pro- 
files and  is  Kevlar-coated  to  deflect 
bullets.  "It  would  take  a  direct  hit  on  the 
electronics  to  knock  Pointer  from  the 
sky,"  says  McNamee. 

With  a  weight  of  nine  pounds,  the 
six-foot  long  Pointer  is  launched  by 
throwing  it  in  the  air,  "just  like  a  jave- 
lin," says  McNamee.  Flight  altitude  is 
generally  about  30  feet,  while  speed 
ranges  up  to  50  mph,  with  25  mph  the 
suggested  cruising  speed.  Battery-pow- 
ered, the  UAV  can  stay  aloft  for  over  an 
hour. 

Please  turn  page 


COP  TV 


BEWILDERED  by  the  mush- 
rooming high-tech  options 
now  flooding  police  departments? 
Tune  into  the  Law  Enforcement 
Television  Network  (LETN),  a  24- 
hour-a-day  police  information  bul- 
letin. Delivered  via  satellite  to 
some  2,500  departments  nation- 
wide, LETN  aims  "to  provide 
timely,  comprehensive  law  en- 
forcement news,"  says  company 
executive  Alan  Dean. 

Programming  runs  the  gamut 
from  reviews  of  new  police  prod- 
ucts through  information  courses 
on  how  to  better  use  new  gear. 

Thirty-one  states  accept  LETN 
programs  in  fulfillment  of  con- 
tinuing professional  education 
requirements.  But  LETN's  high- 
light may  be  Roll  Call,  a  daily  Good 
Morning,  America-style  program 
complete  with  law  enforcement 
news  segments  and  interviews  with 
the  profession's  celebrities,  even 
"hot"  ones  like  Los  Angeles  police 
chief  Daryl  Gates.  — F.  McG  □ 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Doctor  Tips  on  Chest  Pain  and  Clogged  Arteries 


(SPECIAL  FEATURE) -If  you  regularly 
have  chest  pain,  ringing  ears  or  even  leg  pain 
. . .your  arteries  may  be  clogged. . .and  you 
may  be  on  your  way  to  a  heart  attack  or  stroke. 
A  remarkable  health  guide  by  Dr.  Edwin 
Flatto  is  now  available  that  reveals  a  medically 
tested  method  that  can  stimulate  your  arteries 
to  cleanse  themselves-the  natural  way-without 
drugs  or  surgery. 

It's  called  "Cleanse  Your  Arteries  &  Save 
Your  Life."  And  it  shows  you  exactly  how 
nature  can  activate  your  body's  built-in  artery 
cleansing  mechanism  once  you  stop  eating  the 
wrong  foods.  It  also  warns  you  of  title  potential 
danger  of  certain  so-called  "cholesterol"  diets. 

Your  own  doctor  will  tell  you  that  partially 
blocked  arteries  can  produce  many  of  the  fol- 
lowing symptoms.  And  he'll  also  agree  that 
many  of  these  symptoms  may  be  improved 
once  circulation  is  enhanced  and  the  cleans- 
ing process  begins.  "Cleanse  Your  Arteries  & 
Save  Your  Life"  is  based  on  documented 
scientific  principles  that  can  help: 

•  Reduce  chest  pain  (angina) 

•  Reduce  the  risk  of  bypass  surgery 

•  Lower  the  incidence  of  heart  disease 

•  Reduce  dizziness  &  loss  of  balance 


•  Improve  a  partial  loss  of  hearing 

•  Help  clear  up  ringing  in  the  ears 

•  Help  clear  up  leg  pain,  cramps  or 
tiredness  in  the  legs 

•  Stimulate  your  body  to  produce  a 
natural  substance  that  seems  to 
protect  against  heart  attack 

•  Make  your  body  dispose  of  cholesterol 

•  Thin  out  sludgy,  poor  circulating 
blood 

•  Reduce  blood  triglyceride  levels 

•  Lower  high  blood  pressure  naturally 

By  following  Dr.  Flatto's  advice  you  can  feel 
better  than  you  have  in  years.  You'll  learn 
which  delicious  foods  to  eat  and  which  to 
avoid.  And  you'll  probably  have  more  energy 
than  you  know  what  to  do  with.  Here's  just 
a  small  sample  of  the  useful  and  helpful 
information  you'll  find  in  this  valuable  aid  to 
better  health: 

•  When  women  run  higher  risks  for 
heart  attacks 

•  Which  vitamins  seem  to  offer  pro- 
tection against  heart  disease 

•  Which  popular  health  foods  may  be 
dangerous 

•  The  real  truth  about  chelation  therapy 


•  The  real  truth  about  Omega-3  fish  oils 

•  The  real  truth  about  polyunsaturated 
fats 

•  How  to  calm  your  nerves  naturally 

•  What  simple  food  helps  you  lose 
weight 

•  Relieve  gas  and  constipation  naturally 

Right  now,  as  part  of  a  special  introductory 
offer,  you  can  receive  a  special  press  run  of 
"Cleanse  Your  Arteries  &  Save  Your  Life"  by 
Edwin  Flatto,  M.D.  for  only  $8.95  plus  $1 
postage  and  handling.  It  is  not  available 
in  any  bookstore.  It  is  only  available  through 
this  special  offer.  Your  satisfaction  is  100% 
guaranteed.  If  you  are  dissatisfied  in  any 
way,  simply  return  it  in  90  days  for  a  full 
refund -no  questions  asked. 

HERE'S  HOW  TO  ORDER:  simply  write 
your  name  and  address  on  a  piece  of  paper 
and  mail  it  along  with  a  check  or  money  order 
for  only  $9.95  to:  THE  LEADER  CO.,  INC. 
Publishing  Division,  Dept.  A2,  P.O.  Box 
8347,  Canton,  Ohio  44711.  (Make  checks 
payable  to  The  Leader  Co.,  Inc.)  VISA  or 
MasterCard  send  card  number  and  expiration 
date.  Act  now.  Orders  will  be  fulfilled 
on  a  first-come,  first  serve  basis. 

©1992  The  Leader  Co.,  Inc. 
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"Pointer  will  fill  a  real  police  need," 
says  McNamee,  who  adds  that  the 
$30,000  UAV  is  undergoing  extensive 
testing  by  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration  and  the  U.S.  Border 
Patrol.  "There  are  so  many  places  where 
officers  don't  want  to  go  and  this  is  a 
way  to  get  eyes  and  ears  anywhere,  with 
no  risks,"  says  McNamee. 

Future  Prisons 

What  do  we  do  with  all  the  bad  guys 
these  high-tech  devices  are  nailing? 

Do-it-yourself  prisons  — in-home 
arrests— may  be  the  answer.  The  advan- 
tages are  that  there's  no  building  to 
fund,  no  jailers  to  pay.  But  what's  to 
keep  the  person  in  his  home  cell?  The 
answer  again  is  technology,  with 
sophisticated  arrest  systems  such  as  BI, 
Inc.'s  "Home  Escort." 

In  appearance,  it's  nothing  more 
than  an  ankle  bracelet  with  a  small  box 


attached.  But  the  box  is  a  transmitter, 
and  elsewhere  in  the  convict's  home, 
there's  a  Field  Monitoring  Device 
(FMD).  All  it  takes  is  a  phone  call  to 
check  to  see  if  the  wearer  is  where  he 
ought  to  be.  As  long  as  he's  within  150 
feet  of  the  FMD  when  the  phone  call 
comes,  he  checks  in  as  present.  If  he's 
elsewhere,  the  alert  sounds  and  police 
can  get  busy  tracking  him. 

Can't  he  just  pry  the  anklet  monitor 
off?  Yes,  but  a  built-in  anti-tamper  con- 
trol alerts  police.  "Once  the  device  is 
tampered  with,  the  system  knows," 
says  BI  administrator  Joanna  Manley, 
"and  it  won't  reset  until  authorities 
arrive." 

System  costs  vary  with  the  number 
of  bracelet  wearers,  but  a  barebones 
installation  of  20  wearers,  FMDs  and  a 
Home  Computer  installed  at  a  police 
station  or  parole  office  runs  about 
$75,000. 

Who's  a  prime  candidate  for  this 
form  of  incarceration?  "Mainly  low- 
risk  offenders  such  as  drunk  drivers  and 
convicts  released  on  probation  or 
parole,"  explains  Manley,  who  says 
some  30,000  in-home  arrest  units  are 
presently  in  use  nationwide. 


Tomorrow's  Higher-Tech 

What  devices  will  be  unveiled  next  in 
the  continuing  war  on  crime? 

Scientists  currently  are  perfecting 
tiny  electronic  "tags"  that  can  be 
covertly  attached  to  works  of  art,  furs 
and  even  bundles  of  cash.  The  tags  will 
emit  a  silent  but  steady  radio  signal  for 
tracking  thieves. 

An  electronic  tracking  system  for 
stolen  cars  already  is  being  tested  in  at 
least  four  states.  Work  is  progressing  on 
miniature  robot  spy  submarines  to 
closely  patrol  our  ocean  borders. 

Another  developmental  project  is  a 
revolutionary  telephone  tap  that  will 
eliminate  physical  interference  with  a 
subject's  phone  lines.  It  has  a  sophisti- 
cated computer  to  hunt  for  and  find  one 
voice  amid  the  millions  talking  on  the 
nation's  phone  lines  at  any  given 
moment. 

Of  course,  not  all  these  devices  or 
any  of  the  dozens  more  on  the 
drawingboards  may  ultimately  enter 
everyday  law  enforcement.  The  mes- 
sage for  criminals  still  is  clear:  Science 
is  against  them  now  and,  teamed  with 
police,  the  combination  is  proving 
unbeatable.  □ 
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Small  Company's  New  Golf  Ball  Flies  Too 
Far;  Could  Obsolete  Many  Golf  Courses 


Pro  Hits  400-Yard  Tee  Shots  During  Test  Round 
Want  To  Shoot  An  Eagle  or  Two? 

By  Mike  Henson 

MERIDEN,  CT  -  A  small  golf  company  in 
Connecticut  has  created  a  new,  super  ball  that  flies  like 
a  U-2,  putts  with  the  steady  roll  of  a  cue  ball  and  bites 
the  green  on  approach  shots  like  a  dropped  cat.  But 
don't  look  for  it  on  weekend  TV.  Long-hitting  pros 
could  make  a  joke  out  of  some  of  golf's  finest  courses 
with  it.  One  pro  who  tested  the  ball  drove  it  400  yards, 
reaching  the  green  on  all  but  the  longest  par-fours. 
Scientific  tests  by  an  independent  lab  using  a  hitting 
machine  prove  the  ball  out-distances  major  brands 
dramatically. 

The  ball's  extraordinary  distance  comes  partly  from 
a  revolutionary  new  dimple  design  that  keeps  the  ball 
aloft  longer.  But  there's  also  a  secret  change  in  the  core 
that  makes  it  rise  faster  off  the  clubhead.  Another 
change  reduces  air  drag.  The  result  is  a  ball  that  gains 
altitude  quickly,  then  sails  like  a  glider.  None  of  the 
changes  is  noticeable  in  the  ball  itself. 

Despite  this  extraordinary  performance  the  com- 
pany has  a  problem.  A  spokesman  put  it  this  way:  "In 
golf  you  need  endorsements  and  TV  publicity.  This  is 
what  gets  you  in  the  pro  shops  and  stores  where  95% 
of  all  golf  products  are  sold.  Unless  the  pros  use  your 
ball  on  TV,  you're  virtually  locked  out  of  these  outlets. 


TV  advertising  is  too  expensive  to  buy  on  your  own,  at 
least  for  us. 

"Now,  you've  seen  how  far  this  ball  can  fly.  Can  you 
imagine  a  pro  using  it  on  TV  and  eagle-ing  par-fours?  It 
would  turn  the  course  into  a  par-three,  and  real  men 
don't  play  par-three's.  This  new  fly -power  forces  us  to 
sell  it  without  relying  on  pros  or  pro-shops.  One  way  is 
to  sell  it  direct  from  our  plant.  That  way  we  can  keep 
the  name  printed  on  the  ball  a  secret  that  only  a  buyer 
would  know.  There's  more  to  golf  than  tournaments, 
you  know." 

The  company  guarantees  a  golfer  a  prompt  refund  if 
the  new  ball  doesn't  cut  five  to  ten  strokes  off  his  or  her 
average  score.  Simply  return  the  balls  —  new  or  used  — 
to  the  address  below.  "No  one  else  would  dare  do  that," 
boasted  the  company's  director. 

If  you  would  like  an  eagle  or  two,  here's  your  best 
chance  yet.  Write  your  name  and  address  and  "Code 
Name  S"  (the  ball's  R&D  name)  on  a  piece  of  paper  and 
send  it  along  with  a  check  (or  your  credit  card  number  and 
expiration  date)  to  National  Golf  Center  (DeptS-148), 
500  S.  Broad  St.,  Meriden,  CT  06450.  Or  phone  203-238- 
2712,  8-8  Eastern  time.  No  P.O.  boxes,  all  shipments  are 
UPS.  One  dozen  "S"  balls  cost  $24.95  (plus  $3.00  shipping 
&  handling),  two  to  five  dozen  are  only  $22.00  each,  six 
dozen  are  only  $109.00.  You  save  $55.70  ordering  six. 
Shipping  is  free  on  two  or  more  dozen.  Specify  white  or 
Hi-Vision  yellow. 

@  Bost  Enterprises,  Inc.  1991 


58 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


FIREBASE  DIOXIN 

Continued  from  page  31 


If  the  civilian  litigants  win  their 
suit— and  their  chances  are  excellent 
because  there  is  already  legal  precedent 
from  cases  in  other  states— it  is  going  to 
be  very  hard  for  the  government  to 
explain  why  dioxin  is  deadly  to  civil- 
ians, but  not  veterans. 

As  the  Ivy  case  and  others  slowly 
gain  national  attention,  the  federal 
government  is  trying  to  defuse  the 
mounting  evidence  against  dioxin.  The 
latest  move  came  from  U.S.  Assistant 
Surgeon  General  and  director  of  the 
CDC's  Environmental  Health  and 
Injury  Control,  Dr.  Vernon  Houk.  He 
stated  publicly  that  the  risk  of  dioxin 
was  overrated. 

In  1983,  the  federal  government  liter- 
ally purchased  the  town  of  Times 
Beach,  Mo.,  and  evacuated  its  2,242 
residents.  Houk's  agency  had  deter- 
mined that  the  town  was  unsafe  after 
dioxin-contaminated  oil  waste  was 
used  on  its  roads. 

In  1991 ,  he  reversed  his  stance.  "The 
data  we've  gathered  in  the  past  10  or  12 
years  show  we  should  not  be  that  con- 
cerned," he  said.  Houk  said  his  agency 
had  overreacted,  implying  that  the 
dioxin  in  Agent  Orange  was  much  less 
damaging  than  originally  believed. 

On  Sept.  20,  1991,  the  Missouri  cir- 
cuit court  in  St.  Louis  found  in  favor  of 
Imogene  Obermann  and  her  family 
who  sued  Syntex  Agribusiness  and  its 
parent  companies  in  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Alvin.  A  jury  awarded  her 
$1.5  million  for  Alvin's  dioxin-related 
death  from  soft-tissue  sarcoma,  a  rare 
cancer  linked  to  dioxin.  Obermann 
worked  for  a  Times  Beach  trucking 
company.  The  case  is  now  in  appeal. 

The  same  month,  Dr.  Cate  Jenkins, 
an  employee  of  the  Environmental  Pro- 
tection Agency  (EPA)  and  project  man- 
ager of  new  hazardous  waste  listings 
under  the  Resource  Conservation  and 
Recovery  Act,  filed  an  important  affi- 
davit in  support  of  the  Ivy  case. 

"For  the  first  time,  we  have  [in  the 
Jenkins'  affidavit]  an  all-inclusive 
document  linking  the  scientific  and 
statistical  facts  compiled  in  dozens  of 
recent  studies  proving  beyond  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt  that  a  link  exists  between 
specific  diseases  and  the  dioxins  con- 
tained in  Agent  Orange,"  says  Richard 
Christian  Jr.,  the  Legion's  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Division's 
deputy  director  for  research  on  Agent 
Orange. 


Jenkin's  affidavit  claims  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  in  the  Vietnam  veter- 
ans' 1984  class  action  suit  were  invalid 
because  they  were  based  on  incomplete 
data.  She  cited  new  research  published 
since  then  which  shows  adverse  health 
effects  associated  with  dioxin. 

She  lists  studies  performed  on  other 
groups  exposed  to  dioxin.  The  groups 
included  farmers,  forestry  workers, 
residential  populations  in  Missouri  and 
Italy,  and  chemical  production  workers 
in  the  United  States.  Without  excep- 
tion, each  group  experienced  adverse 
effects  associated  with  dioxin. 

This,  she  says,  creates  a  firm  basis 
for  concluding  that  dioxin  is  respon- 
sible for  the  health  problems  suffered 
by  Vietnam  veterans. 

Included  in  her  affidavit  are  studies 
from  VA,  the  CDC  and  researchers.  All 
show  significantly  elevated  cancer  rates 
and  other  serious  health  effects  in 
groups  of  Vietnam  veterans. 

Jenkins  points  out  that  complete  and 
adequate  evidence  could  not  have  been 
expected  to  exist  in  1984  because 
recent  studies  show  that  many  of  these 
health  problems  do  not  appear  until  20 
years  or  more  after  exposure. 

In  addition,  Jenkins  provides  evi- 
dence that  earlier  studies  conducted  by 


the  Agent  Orange  producing  com- 
panies are  invalid.  The  findings  were 
reversed  by  a  1991  study  by  the 
National  Institute  of  Occupational 
Safety  and  Health  which  re-examined 
the  same  chemical  plant  workers  used 
during  the  first  studies.  Those  studies 
were  used  by  Weinstein  to  deny  any 
long-term  effects  by  dioxin  in  the  1984 
class  action  suit. 

The  studies  were  not  only  premature 
in  their  conclusions,  but  as  Jenkins 
points  out,  they  are  currently  the  sub- 
ject of  an  active  investigation  for  fraud 
by  the  EPA's  National  Enforcement 
Investigation  Center. 

The  battle  lines  are  drawn  as  the  fed- 
eral government  and  the  CDC  fight  to 
avoid  the  financial  liability  of  the  injury 
caused  by  Agent  Orange  and  dioxin. 

With  civilians  now  winning  dioxin 
cases,  and  with  new  studies  clearly 
supporting  the  Vietnam  veterans'  case, 
there  is  new  hope  for  the  last  victims  of 
the  Vietnam  War. 

It  comes  too  late  for  Don  Ivy  and 
hundreds  of  other  veterans  and  their 
children,  but  future  generations  may 
well  be  able  to  point  to  this  period  in 
history  and  say,  "This  was  the  day  the 
Vietnam  War  ended.  And  we  won." 
By  Ken  Scharnberg  Q 


Why  it  takes  legwork  to 
flatten  your  stomach. 


You  can't  reduce  stomach  fat 
by  exercising  abdominal 
muscles  alone. 

Research  has  shown  that 
exercises  that  work  only  the 
abdominal  region  are  not 
effective.  They  simply 
don't  involve  enough 
muscle  mass  to  burn 
the  calories  necessary  to  trim 
fat.  Instead  of  flattening,  they 
merely  strengthen  underlying 
muscles,  providing  no  reduction 
in  girth,  fatfolds,  or  total  body 
fat  percentage. 
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JUVENILE  CRIME 

Continued  from  page  27 


doctors  there  to  train  under  the  battle- 
like conditions.  Denver,  Atlanta,  Min- 
neapolis, Miami  and  other  cities  also 
have  their  share  of  hardened,  organized 
teen-age  street  toughs. 

There  seems  to  be  no  minimum  age 
for  juvenile  criminals.  In  May  1991,  a 
10-year-old  boy  in  Baltimore  held  a 
.22-caliber  pistol  to  the  head  of  another 
boy,  9,  and  demanded  his  multi-col- 
ored, propeller-topped  beanie.  When 
the  incidence  of  rape  by  young  boys 
rose  in  Illinois  a  few  years  ago,  law- 
makers were  forced  to  rewrite  the  law  to 
cover  rapists  younger  than  14. 

The  sometimes  casual  nature  of 
youth  crime  and  lack  of  remorse  can  be 
especially  frightening.  Combatants  in 
teen-age  turf  wars  often  refer  to  injured 
innocent  bystanders  simply  as  "mush- 
rooms." And  not  long  ago,  a  12-year- 
old  boy  gunned  down  a  stock  broker  on 
a  crowded  street  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Texas.  As  the  victim  watched,  the  boy 
calmly  blew  the  smoke  from  the  gun 
barrel  John  Wayne  style,  then  rode  off 


on  his  bicycle. 

A  current  theme  in  juvenile  crime 
involves  clothes— children  robbing  and 
killing  each  other  for  a  jacket  or  pair  of 
sneakers. 

In  Maryland,  a  17-year-old  boy 
strangled  his  friend,  1 5 ,  for  a  pair  of  Air 
Jordan  basketball  shoes.  During  a  six- 
month  period  in  Chicago,  four  youths 
were  killed  for  their  warm-up  jackets. 
In  New  York,  a  group  of  teen-agers 
murdered  a  security  guard  because  he 
wouldn't  give  them  his  leather  coat. 

Does  all  this  mean  that  an  entire 
generation  of  kids  has  gone  bad? 
Hardly. 

"Most  youthful  acts  of  violence  are 
committed  by  a  relatively  small  group 
of  chronic  delinquents,"  says  James 
Breiling,  a  psychologist  with  the  Inter- 
personal Violence  Research  Program  at 
the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health. 
"The  vast  majority  of  teen-agers  do  not 
commit  crimes." 

In  a  now-classic  study  by  sociologist 
Marvin  Wolfgang  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  mere  6  percent  of 
boys— juvenile  crime  is  largely  a  male 
domain— committed  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  serious  crimes  attributed  to  their 
age  group. 

The  current  rise  in  crime  rates  can  be 
blamed  in  part  on  demographics.  Fol- 


THE  "OFF-LAWN"  MOWER 

At  Last!. ..a  machine  that 
makes  your  entire  property 
more  useable,  accessible 
and  beautiful! 


If  you  have  over  an  acre  of  land,  the 
TROY-BILT9  TRAIL  BLAZER®  Sicklebar 
is  the  perfect  "Off-Lawn"  mower  to  cut 
grass,  weeds,  even  light  brush  of  any 
height  in  all  types  of  terrain. 

•  Amazingly  fast... 

cuts  1 ,500  sq.  ft.  of  overgrown  weeds 
in  under  5  minutes! 

•  Blaze  nature  trails 

walking,  hunting,  skiing,  snowmobiling. 

•  Enhance  the  beauty  of  your 

place  by  clearing  unsightly  suckers,  vines 
and  bushes. 

•  Have  a  safer  place,  too 

without  fire  hazards,  driveway  blind  spots 
and  poison  ivies,  oaks  or  sumacs. 


Powered 
wheels 
do  the 
work! 


38"  wide  "scissor- 
action"  blade! 


For  Your  FREE  Catalog  Call 
1-800-532-3737  Dept.  3453 
or  Mail  This  Coupon  TODAY! 


qtrqy-bilt 


TROY-BILT  Mfg.  Co.  Dept.  A3453 
1 02nd  St.  &  9th  Ave.,  Troy,  NY  1 2 1 80 
□  YES!  Please  send  me  your  FREE 
Catalog  on  how  the  TROY-BILT®  TRAIL 
Blazer®  Sicklebar  Mower  can  help  me 
unlock  the  full  beauty  and  enjoyment  of 
my  property... plus  details  on  prices, 
t  models  and  savings  now  in  effect!     3  1 7 

Name   ■ 


Address. 

City  

State  


.Zip. 


lowing  World  War  II,  baby  boomers 
swelled  the  population,  and  when  they 
reached  their  crime-prone  teen  years, 
juvenile  delinquency  increased.  Today, 
baby-boomer  offspring— the  so-called 
"echo  boomers"— are  passing  through 
their  teens,  and  more  youth  means 
more  crime. 

But  why  does  any  given  child  become 
a  criminal?  Everything  from  rock  music 
to  brain  tumors  has  received  some 
blame,  but  the  most  culpable  factors 
appear  to  be  drugs,  access  to  guns, 
abuse  and  neglect  by  parents,  and  pov- 
erty. 

With  one-fourth  of  America's  kids 
being  raised  in  poverty,  it's  hardly  a 
surprise  that  crime  is  so  alluring.  "For 
many  urban  kids,  the  American  dream 
is  a  nightmare,"  says  professor  Fox. 
"Because  they  believe  they  have  no 
future,  they're  ready  to  live— and  die— 
for  today." 

If  there  is  a  common  thread  woven 
through  the  fabric  of  juvenile  crime,  it  is 
the  deterioration  of  family  life. 

"Most  juvenile  criminals  come  from 
bad  homes,"  says  psychologist  Breil- 
ing. "Many  of  their  parents  are  as  bad  as 
you  don't  want  the  kids  to  become."  In 
other  households,  time  and  money- 
poor  parents— frequently  just  one  to  a 
home  — simply  are  no  match  for  the 
tempting  sirens  of  drugs,  sex  and  easy 
cash  that  beckon  to  youth. 

"The  violent  behavior  of  children 
often  is  rooted  in  family  relationships 
gone  awry,"  writes  psychologist  Ken 
Magid  in  his  book,  High  Risk— Children 
Without  a  Conscience.  "If  the  proper 
bonding  and  attachment  [between 
parent  and  child]  does  not  occur,  the 
child  will  develop  mistrust  and  deep- 
seated  rage." 

Some  children  do  indeed  seem  des- 
tined for  crime  from  the  start.  At  the 
age  of  3,  serial  killer  Ted  Bundy  was 
already  putting  knives  in  an  aunt's  bed. 

A  major  cause  of  teen-age  violence, 
says  Breiling,  "is  that  weapons  have 
changed  drastically  in  recent  years."  A 
couple  decades  ago,  the  switchblade 
knife  symbolized  juvenile  delinquency, 
and  a  gun-toting  teen-ager  was  a  rarity. 
Today,  a  teen-ager  with  a  switchblade 
knife  would  be  laughed  off  the  streets, 
and  even  small-caliber  firearms  such  as 
.22s  are  considered  toys. 

Modern  juvenile  criminals  pack  real 
firepower— Uzis,  AK-47s,  shotguns, 
.38s— and  they  know  how  to  use  them. 
"Automatic  weapons  with  high-impact 
bullets  greatly  increase  the  potential  for 
juvenile  violence,"  says  Breiling. 

Perhaps  the  thorniest  part  of  this 
problem  is  what  to  do  with  criminal 
kids.  Slap  their  wrists  and  make  them 
promise  to  be  good?  Incarcerate  them 
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in  juvenile  detention  centers?  Throw 
them  into  adult  prisons? 

For  the  last  couple  decades,  Amer- 
icans have  had  a  tough,  lock-em-up 
attitude  toward  youthful  miscreants, 
frequently  trying  juvenile  offenders  in 
adult  courts.  At  any  given  time,  about 
55,000  teen-age  American  criminals 
are  behind  bars  at  an  annual  cost  of  up 
to  $40,000  per  youngster. 

Critics  contend,  however,  that 
juvenile  detention  centers  often  do  little 
to  rehabilitate  youths.  "When  they  left 
our  facility,  we  knew  they  would  be  able 
to  adapt  quickly  to  prison  life,"  says  C. 
Ronald  Stromberg,  former  director  of 
Utah's  Division  of  Youth  Corrections. 
"What  we  were  not  doing  was  teaching 
them  to  become  good,  productive  citi- 
zens." 

Lately,  juvenile  justice  appears  to  be 
moving  away  from  the  detention  center 
approach.  "Instead  of  putting  delin- 
quents in  an  institution  and  expecting 
their  problems  to  be  solved  when  they 
return,  we're  now  trying  to  find  solu- 
tions right  in  the  community,"  says 
David  Lambert,  an  attorney  with  the 
National  Center  for  Youth  Law.  Led  by 
Massachusetts  and  Utah,  several  states 
have  closed  most  or  all  of  their  training 
schools  and  now  handle  juvenile  offend- 


ers—except the  extremely  dangerous 
ones— through  intensive  probation  pro- 
grams. 

Skeptics  fear,  however,  that  proba- 
tion programs  may  become  a  revolving 
door  that  funnels  youthful  criminals 
back  onto  the  streets.  And  so  the  debate 
goes  on. 

For  the  most  part,  though,  the 
juvenile  justice  system  reacts  to  crimes 
that  have  already  been  committed.  It 
does  not  prevent  their  occurrence. 

Partial  solutions  come  from  many 
quarters.  One  group  rails  against  the 
brutality  of  modern  rock  music.  Another 
works  to  make  television  less  violent. 
By  age  16,  an  average  youth  has  seen 
33,000  murders  on  TV.  Another  group 
promotes  job  programs  for  teens,  figur- 
ing that  kids  with  more  money  and  little 
idle  time  are  less  likely  to  commit 
crimes.  California,  Florida,  Arkansas 
and  other  states  are  experimenting  with 
punishment  for  the  parents  of  teenage 
miscreants. 

Lasting  solutions  will  probably 
evolve,  however,  only  when  the  social- 
ill  roots  of  juvenile  crime— poverty, 
inner-city  blight,  single  parenthood, 
drug  addiction  and  deterioration  of  the 
family— begin  to  fade.  The  gap  between 
the  haves  and  have  nots  in  America 


grows  wider  daily,  and  violence,  says 
one  crime-savvy  psychiatrist,  "is  the 
weapon  of  the  powerless." 

Improving  the  quality  of  life  for  all 
Americans— but  especially  poor,  job- 
less, inner-city  youths— is  the  surest 
road  to  less  crime. 

Although  America  lacks  a  cohesive 
national  strategy  for  severing  the  roots 
of  teen-age  crime,  individual  programs, 
some  still  in  the  proposal  stage,  are 
attacking  the  problem  piecemeal. 

Among  them:  comprehensive  med- 
ical care;  daycare  for  working  parents; 
welfare  reform  that  encourages,  not 
prohibits,  two-parent  families;  job  pro- 
grams; drug  education  and  treatment 
for  addiction;  early  intervention  for 
victims  of  child  abuse;  development  of 
parenting  skills;  and  early  childhood 
programs  such  as  Head  Start  that  get 
kids  off  on  the  right  foot. 

Implementing  all  these  solutions  is  a 
tall  order.  Anything  less,  however,  will 
simply  pass  the  problem  of  juvenile 
delinquency  on  to  the  next  generation. 
"Young  people  who  commit  crimes  are 
not  a  breed  apart;  they  are  our  chil- 
dren," writes  researcher  Steve  Lerner  in 
his  book  The  Good  News  About  Juvenile 
Justice.  "We  must  work  to  help  them 
now  or  pay  the  price  in  the  future. "  □ 


"SARGE" 
WAKES  YOU 
TO  A  REAL 
BUGLE  CALL! 

»\&  rat-  Da-  "a" 


Thump  His 
Helmet  & 
Bugle  Alarm 
stops! 

'tenntion!  Our  loveable  "Sarge''  makes  sure  you're  never  late!1 
Set  the  lime  and  "Sarge''  strikes  up  a  real  loud  bugle  tune  to  wake 
up  you  and  the  troops  JUST  THUMP  HIM  ON  THE  HELMET  AND 
BUGLE  CALL  STOPS  Inside  our  portly  soldier  ticks  a  modern 
QUARTZ  MOVEMENT  that  runs  on  3-"AA"  batteries.  He  stands 
about  8"  tall  with  camo  uniform  and  helmet  Dial  and  hand  glow 
in  the  dark.  Large  easy  to  read  face  Wake-up  guaranteed!!! 

No.  5099-Sarge  Bugle  Alarm   $24.95 

Two  Only  $45 


ARMED  SERVICES  RING 


LAYERED  IN 
18  rU  GOLD 


IT'S  OFFICIAL1  Now.  you  can  gel  an  ARMY.  NAVY.  MARINE.  AIR  FORCE 
or  COAST  GUARD  RING,  no  mallei  how  long  it  has  been  since  you  served' 
Here's  the  ring  you  always  wanled  —  so  rugged  so  manly  and  so  finely 
detailed  Each  one  has  deeply  sculpted  official  insignia  and  symbols  for  (hat 
particular  branch  ol  service.  Electroplated  in  GENUINE  18  Kt  GOLD  . 
not  ordinary  plating  but  certified  HEAVY  GOLD  Electroplate.  Big  3  CARAT 
Mulh-  taceted  Ruby-  Red  Stone.  It  s  the  ring  you  can  really  wear  with  pride 
because  you  served  your  country  well   Now  available,  ladies  Service 

No.  5623  D—  Armed  Services  Ring  (  Sizes  7- 14  )   $14.95 

No.  50950—  Ladies  Service  Ring  (Siie  5-10)  $14  95 

Special  Any  Two  Only  127  {Specify  Size  &  Branch) 


TALKING  WATCH 

TELLS  YOU 

THE  TIME! 

Press  &lt  \ 
Says  The  Timet  ^ 

..ToPM" 

"-'^ 

Rooster  Alarm  Goes 
'Cock-A-Doodle-Doo ' 

Just  when  you  thought  you  had  seen  it  all!  Here  it  is  a  wrist 
watch  that  actually  tells  you  the  time.  At  the  press  of  a  button 
it  says  the  time  in  a  loud  and  clear  voice.  It  even  has  a  rousing 
Rooster  Alarm.  When  it  goes  off.  you  hear  a  hilarious  rooster's 
crow.  Guaranteed  —  you  won't  sleep  through  this.  Large  easy 
to  read  digital  numerals  and  a  flexible,  comfort  fit  band  Batteries 
included.  A  different  gift  for  anyone  —  a  blessing  to  the  elderly 
and  visually  impaired. 

Ho.  5031-Talking  Wrist  Witch   $24.95 

Save!  2/S45  -  3/S64 


ROLLING  RULER 

ROLL  IT  ...  MEASURE  IT. . 
AUTOMATICALLY! 


Rolling  Ruler  makes  you  a  "quick  draw"  artist1  Does  it  all  so  fast 
and  easy.  Takes  the  place  ot  protractors,  compasses,  templates. 
T-Squares  and  more.  Measures  automatically  as  you  roll  it. 
Converts  inches  to  centimeters  too!  The  question  is  "who  can' t 
use  this  graphic  wonder'".  Perfect  gift  for  musicians,  hobbyists, 
carpenters,  architects,  builders  Measures  12"  long. 

No.  1066-RoHing  Ruler  $3*8 

SAVE  ON  GIFTS!  Two  $7  -  Three  $9.50 


6  FOOT  LONG  SNAKE 
IN  A  BAG!  £«k 


••Goose  Bumps 

Guaranteed 

It  Even  Feels  Real! 


One  of  the  World's  Most  Poisonous ! 

So  lifelike ...  we  ash  that  you  exercise  caution  when  removing  your 
Levantine  Viper  from  its  bag1  Definitely  nof  for  the  squeamish 
He  looks  real  feels  real  and  can  be  posed  in  101  realistic  poses 
Great  conversation  piece  al  home  or  office  Can  be  used  in  the  yard 
to  scare  off  rodents  and  pests  too.  Educational  All  6  Feel  of  him 
comes  in  a  drawstring  bag. 

No.  9020— Snake  in  a  Bag  $14.95 

Save  Morel  2  only  S27  -  3/S37 


PADDLING  INDIAN  &  CANOE 

,   An  Early  American  Favorite! 

Just  A  Breeze  Starts  Him 
Paddling! 


Full  Bodied  Antique  Replica 

Here's  an  old  time  favorite  of  country  whittlers  —  the  Indian 
Whirli-gig  Reproduced  in  modern,  hi- impact  materials  that  won't 
rot  or  fade  Brightly  HAN0PAINTED.  Full  bodied.  Non-stop 
paddling  action  One  foot  long  he  comes  with  a  13"  STEEL 
MOUNTING  ROD. 

No.  8129— Indian  Whirli  gig  S12.95 

SPECIAL!  Two  Only  $22 


•  Garden   Jfy     "Classic"  ROOSTER 

•  Fence 

•  Roof 

•  Porch 

•  House  V.-;i. 


WEATHERVANE 

Almost  3'  High 
Full-  Color 


A  "Country  Classic"  ...  the  Rcoster  Weathervane 
Our  full  color  version  stands  almost  3  FEET  TALL 
and  measures  171/2"  across.  Specially  crafted  for 
us  with  heavy-duty  metal  mounting  hardware  and 
weatherproof  hi-impact  materials.  Easy  to  assem- 
ble hardware  adapts  to  any  angle  roof.  Attaches 
to  porch,  fence  or  mail  box  too.  Can  be  mounted 
on  pole  (included)  for  your  yard  or  garden  ...  It 
makes  a  charming  garden  accent!  And  it  really 
does  work  .  .  .  tells  which  way  the  wind  is  blow- 
ing. Look  at  the  price  —  An  old  fashioned  bargain! 

No.  8143X— Rooster  Weathervane  116.95 

No.  8147x-Schooner  Weathervane  $16.95 


HoSTER- TRENT  INC.,  Dept.200B  * 
I  29  Beechwood  Ave.,  New  Rochelle,  N.V.  10801 

RUSH  the  items  ordered  below  on  30  DAY  TRIAL  —  complete 
I  satisfaction  GUARANTEED  or  my  money  back  (except  post 
I  &  hand)  my  payment  is  enclosed  including  $3.45  tor  post 
■  &  hand.  (Sorry  no  C.O.D.). 


Q.UIK 

SIZE 

HEM  NO 

DESCRIPTION 

PdlCE 

SHIPPING  &  HANDUNG 

3 

45 

N.Y  Residents  Must  Add  Sales  Txi 

Totil  Enclosed 

■  For  FASTER  U  P  S  Delivery  Use  Street  Address  &  Apt.  x 
I  Phone  If  (tor  UPS  use)   


Address  _ 
City  


Allow  4 -  6  weeks  lor  delivery 
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61 


NARROWING  DOOR 

Continued  from  page  40 


to  major  segments  of  the  veteran  popu- 
lation. 

From  fiscal  years  1980  to  1991,  the 
money  Congress  authorized  for  vet- 
erans medical  care  grew  in  real  dollars 
less  than  1  percent  a  year.  But  during 
the  same  decade,  the  medical  consumer 
price  index  was  in  double  digits. 

In  addition,  Congress  mandated  the 
VA  to  take  care  of  veterans  with  AIDS, 
veterans  who  were  homeless  and  vet- 
erans with  alcohol  and  drug  problems, 
among  other  conditions.  While  the 
Legion  agreed  that  these  veterans 
needed  care,  the  result  was  VA  service 
cuts  elsewhere. 

In  the  mid-1980s,  VA,  now  the 
cabinet-level  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs,  began  a  series  of  cuts  to  avoid 
its  worse  fear,  "going  broke,"  as  one 
longtime  VA  watcher  put  it. 

VA  cut  back  its  medical  care,  closed 
down  wings,  tolerated  old  hospitals, 
made-do  with  outdated  equipment  and 
all  but  ceased  its  highly  regarded  med- 
ical and  prosthetic  research.  Next  to  be 


cut  were  the  patients  themselves. 

The  phrase  is  "suppressed  workload 
demand."  If  you  make  the  door  smaller, 
fewer  people  will  fit  through.  VA  made 
the  door  smaller  by  redefining  who  was 
eligible  for  what  by  establishing  A,  B 
and  C  category  veterans.  When  these 
eligibility  rules  let  too  many  people 
through,  they  tightened  the  rules  again 
by  creating  the  current  mandatory  and 
discretionary  veteran  rating. 

If  suppressing  the  workload  didn't 
work,  VA  charged  fees,  called  copay- 
ments.  For  example,  veterans  have  to 
pay  $2  per  prescription  unless  their 
problem  is  service-connected  or  they 
have  50  percent  disability. 

Instead  of  providing  veterans  with  a 
benefit,  VA  was  providing  a  service  for 
a  fee.  Veterans  were  no  longer  entitled 
to  a  nation's  thanks.  They  became  cus- 
tomers negotiating  prices.  New  rules 
allowed  VA  to  institute  collections 
against  third  party  insurers,  such  as 
Blue  Cross. 

Perhaps  part  of  this  new  structure  of 
fees  and  collections  could  have  been 
justified  if  the  money  was  applied  to 
wages  for  staff,  for  adequate  buildings 
and  to  improve  equipment.  But  this  is 
not  the  case.  All  money  is  returned  to 
federal  coffers.  None  goes  to  VA  except 
the  administrative  costs  involved. 


VA  desperately  needs  an  infusion  of 
money.  The  American  Legion  has  tes- 
tified before  Congress  time  after  time 
citing  instance  after  instance  of  budget 
shortfalls.  In  1990  and  again  in  1991, 
the  Legion  presented  a  complete  budget 
proposal  to  Congress  highlighting  VA's 
most  urgent  needs. 

In  1990,  Congress  approved  a  mod- 
ified version  of  the  Legion's  budget, 
then  suddenly  scrapped  it— dramati- 
cally cutting  many  veterans  benefits, 
some  for  the  first  time.  What  happened 
was  the  Omnibus  Budget  Reconcilia- 
tion Act  of  1990  (OBRA). 

Congress  created  OBRA  to  conform 
to  the  Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
balanced  budget  mandates.  At  no  time 
was  the  general  public  allowed  to  com- 
ment on  those  1990  cuts.  They  literally 
were  made  behind  closed  doors. 

The  end  results  for  veterans  were 
tighter  eligibility  classifications,  severe 
changes  in  burial  benefits  and  an 
almost  total  halt  to  any  improvement  of 
VA  facilities. 

Last  year,  another  scheme  surfaced 
that  veterans  took  as  a  slap  in  the  face. 

VA  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  proposed 
to  run  Medicare  patients  through  a  few 
rural  VA  medical  centers. 

Fifty  years  ago  legislators  proposed  a 
similar  scheme  to  combine  VA  medical 
facilities  with  military  and  civilian 
treatment  centers.  In  the  1940s  veterans 
successfully  fought  to  keep  their  earned 
benefits.  Today  the  outcome  is  not  so 
certain,  and  many  veterans  fear  this 
idea  marks  the  beginning  of  the  end  for 
a  distinct  veterans'  medical  system. 

Has  the  erosion  of  these  benefits 
stopped,  or  is  there  more  to  come? 

Dr.  Neal  Gault,  a  member  of  a  presi- 
dential commission  assigned  to  study 
the  future  of  VA,  has  told  the  Legion's 
National  Executive  Committee  that  he 
did  not  believe  anyone  would  recognize 
VA  in  20  years. 

The  changes  Gault  referred  to 
include  new  eligibility  rules  which  now 
are  being  considered  by  VA. 

If  approved,  these  rules  could  further 
cut  the  number  of  veterans  who  can  use 
VA  facilities  and  would  increase  copay- 
ments.  VA  officials  also  are  discussing 
expanding  medical  benefits  for  some 
veterans  with  service-connected  dis- 
abilities while  easing  non-service-con- 
nected veterans  out  of  the  system. 

Clearly,  the  veteran  of  the  1990s  has 
fewer  benefits  than  the  veteran  of  the 
1940s.  Unless  those  millions  of  vet- 
erans who  stand  at  risk  of  being  barred 
from  VA's  doors  start  to  pound  on  those 
doors,  and  the  doors  of  Congress,  their 
benefits  will  continue  to  be  threatened. 
By  Ken  Scharnberg  and  John  Greenwald  □ 


Their  Funniest  Radio  Shows  Ever  Broadcast! 

Amos  'n  Andy 

16  Famous  Original  Radio  Broadcasts 
On  4  Long-Play  Cassettes  or  3  Compact  Discs! 

U.S.  Supreme  Court  Rules  In  Your  Favor  To  Make 
These  Shows  Available  For  First  Time  Ever! 

The  Amos  'n  Andy  Radio  Show  was  the  most  listened-to  show  in  the  history  of  radio!  And 
now  thanks  to  a  history-making  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling,  all  of  their  most  classic  pre-World 
War  II  broadcasts  can  finally  be  heard  again.  In  this  first-time-ever  available  collection  you  get  16 
original  Amos  'n  Andy  radio  shows,  considered  by  many  to  be  the  funniest  ever. 

All  of  the  hilarious  and  lovable  characters  you  remember  are  here  ...  The  Kingfish  and  his 
wife,  Sapphire  ...  Lightnin'  ...  Shorty  the  barber  ...  Amos'  wife,  Ruby  ...  Reverend 
Johnson  ...  Gabby  Gibson,  the  lawyer ...  Henry  Van  Porter  ...  and  so  many  morel 

Follow  their  riotous  antics  as  Amos,  Andy,  the  Kingfish  and  all  of  their  friends, 
take  you  through  one  side-splitting  episode  after  another  ...  SAPPHIRE'S 
BROTHER  COMES  TO  VISIT  ...  THE  GREAT  DEBATE  ...  ANDY'S  NEW 
YEAR  S  EVE  ...  KINGFISH  SELLS  ANDY  A  FOREIGN  CAR  ...  A 
CHRISTMAS  STORY  ...  ANDY  AND  THE  KINGFISH  FIND  A  BODY  IN 
THEIR  CAR  ...  16  famous  original  broadcasts  in  all.  This  is  good  old-fashioned 
comedy  and  fun  your  whole  family  can  enjoy. 

These  unprecedented  Amos  'n  Andy  recordings  are  guaranteed  to  keep  you  in 
stitches  every  time  you  play  them  or  your  money  back.  We  guarantee  it!  Supplies 
are  limited  and  these  original  broadcasts  are  not  available  in  any  store  so  don't 
miss  out.  Hurry  and  order  yours  today. 


4  Hours  Of  Classic  Comedy 
On  4  Long-Play  Cassettes 
Or  3  Compact  Discs. 

SAPPHIRE'S  BROTHER  COMES  TO 
VISIT  •  ANDY'S  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  • 
THE  GREAT  DEBATE  •  ANDY  FILES 
AN  INFLATED  TAX  RETURN  •  IS 
SAPPHIRE  A  MURDERER?  (PART  I) 
•  IS  SAPPHIRE  A  MURDERER? 

(PART  II)  •  KINGFISH  SELLS  ANDY    

™rn«HGn  J?  A^nnv  ?k™m  f  THE  GOOD  MUSIC  RECORD^X).,  Dept.  040204N 

KF^aEJ?  'a nd  k i ngfis h  I  PO  -  11059- Des  Moines- "  50336  1059  1 

DESIGN  AN  EASTER  BONNET 


Plus  a  FREE  Gift . . .  yours  for  sending  us  your  order  within  30  days! 


YES  please  rush  me  THE  AMOS  'n  ANDY  radio  shows  for  me  to  preview  for  30 
■  |  days  without  obligation.  I  understand  that  1  may  return  the  collection  for  any 


|  to  Good  Music  Record  Co.  (Mandatory  NY,  NJ  &  IA  res.  add  sales  tax.) 
COUNTRY  •  KINGFISH  RECEIVES  A        Send  All  4  Cassettes  $12.98      I  I  Send  All  3  Compact  Discs  $19.98 
VALENTINE  CARD  •  A  CHRISTMAS  I        $12  98  101816  $19.98  101824 

STORY  •  SAPPHIRE  KICKS  KING-  I  (Enclose  $2.95  for  mailing  and  handling) 

FISH  OUT  OF  THE  HOUSE  •  THE    C>IARGE  m         1  W,SA  1  1  MASTERCARD 

|  Acct.  No.    Exp.  Date  


INK  FLOW  PEN  SALESMAN 
KINGFISH  ADOPTS  A  PLAN 
KINGFISH  OPENS  A  REST  HOME 

NOT  IN  STORES 
MAIL  COUPON  TODAY 
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i  City/StateZip 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Classified 


$14. 00  PER  WORD  WORD  COUNT:  Count  street  address  and  box  numbers  as  two  words; 

rp ~.  T3 t-;  a  /~itt  a"  c^y>  state  anc*  ZIP  c°des  as  three  words. 

A      lvJiAl^Jri  DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy  must  be  received  60  days  before  cover 

V  000  000  c'ate  °^  desired  issue  (Example:  For  September  issue  —  copy  must  be 

PT7  A  nPT?  Q  received  by  July  1). 

1VC/\1^C1\.0  PAYMENT:  Must  be  received  with  order  or  charge  to  VISA  or  MC. 


MAIL  TO:  Jay  A.  Jennison,  Classified  Advertising  Dept. ,  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  c/o  Fox  Associates, 
Inc.,  116  W.  Kinzie  St.,  Chicago,  IL  60610,  (312)  644-3888.  FAX  312-644-8718. 

□  Remittance  of  $  is  enclosed  to  cover  insertions  in  the  _ 
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. issue(s). 


VISA. 


MC_ 
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PERSONALS 


ANTIQUES 


INVENTIONS 


ANTIQUE  HOME  STUDY  COURSE.  For  free  brochure, 
write  A. I. A.,  1552  Hertel  Ave.,  Dept.  #912  LA,  Buffalo, 
NY  14216. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


HUMOROUS  LINE  OF  GREEDY  MERCHANDISE. 
Samples,  program,  and  pricing,  $3.  IN  Company,  424 
Summer,  Palmyra,  MO  63461 . 


INVENTORS!  Your  first  step  is  important.  For  FREE 
advice,   call  ADVANCED   PATENT  SERVICES, 

Washington,  DC,  (800)  458-0352.  

SEAT  BELT  RUB  YOUR  NECK?  Easy  Rider  Belt 
Positioner  won't  hinder  belt  function.  Send  $4.95,  Sam 

Vacanti,  R.R.  1,  Box  1562,  Delevan,  NY  14042.  

INVENTORS!  Can  you  patent  and  profit  from  your  idea? 
Call  American  Inventors  Corp.  for  free  information. 
Serving  inventors  since  1 975.  (800)  338-5656. 


COAT  OF  ARMS 


COATS  OF  ARMS,  500,000  names,  32  countries.  Free 
catalog.  The  Ship's  Chandler,  Dept.  L,  Wilmington,  VT 
05363. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


EDUCATION  &  INSTRUCTION 


BECOME  A  PARALEGAL.  Home  study.  Free  catalog. 

(800)  362-7070  Dept.  LB142.  

PARALEGAL  GRADED  CURRICULUM.  Approved  home 
study.  Affordable.  Comprehensive.  100  years  experi- 
ence. Free  catalog  (800)  826-9228.  Blackstone  School 
of  Law,  P.O.  Box  871449,  Department  AL,  Dallas,  TX 

75287.  

COLLEGE  FINANCIAL  AID  SOURCES.  Write  or  call 
today  for  free  information.  Dirdist  West,  358  Woodham 
Rd.,  Santa  Clara,  CA  95051  -681 9.  (800)  872-1 221 ,  ext. 
1927. 


FINANCIAL  

DEBTS?  BILLS?  BAD  CREDIT?  No  problem.  We'll  help 
now.  Applications  accepted  $500-$50,000.  Not  a  loan 
company.  Free  applications:  TCAC,  Dept.  AL,  400 
Century  Park  South  #1 17,  Birmingham,  AL  35226  or  call 
1-800-869-0607. 


FOR  SALE 


IMPORTED  GERMAN  SNOWSHOVELS.  Aluminum,  20" 
x  15"  x  V14"  (sturdy),  5'  handle  (relieves  your  back). 
Money  back  guarantee.  $25  plus  $5  P&H,  or  COD. 
Struggling  Smugglers'  Company,  120  S.  9th  St.,  Olean, 

NY  14760.  

ENJOY  LARGE  PRINT  QUARTERLY  MAGAZINE.  Old 
Times,  Ghost,  Humor.  Send  $10  for  full  year,  P.O.  Box 
712,  Kingsport.TN  37662. 


HEALTH  &  HEALTH-CARE  PRODUCTS  

BLOOD  SUGAR  COUNT  HIGH?  Amazing  herb  tea 
normalizes  mine  secret  reveal,  $5.  Alvarado,  Box  27548, 

Philadelphia,  PA  191 18.  

BALDING?  New  treatments.  Information:  Peter  Proctor, 
MD.  (800)  926-1752. 


CASINO  QUALITY  POKER,  Pinochle.  Savings!  (800) 
233-0828. 


MONEYMAKING  OPPORTUNITIES  

ADORABLE  "POPCORN"  PLAQUE  WALL  AND  DOOR 
DECORATIONS  FOR  FUND-RAISING.  Easy  to  sell! 
Perfect  for  scouts,  clubs,  sports  teams,  churches.  Write 
for  free,  colorful  catalogs.  Someone  in  your  organization 
will  thank  you!  Jobbers/Professionals  welcome.  KAGE 
COMPANY,  96  Elm  Street,  Manchester,  CT 06040. 
FREE  DETAILS!  Honest,  profitable,  home  business. 
Small  investment.  Wayne  P.  Grimme,  224  Belair  Circle, 

Florence,  KY41042.  

AD  SPECIALTY  BUSINESS!  Set  your  own  hours  selling 
advertising  calendars  and  gifts  to  businesses.  No 
investment.  Many  make  $20,000-up  part-time. 
NEWTON  MFG.  CO.,  Dept.  MA24242,  Newton,  IA 
50208.(515)792-4338. 


MUSIC  &  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS 

ACCORDIONS.  $500-$9,000.  (800)  486-3322. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL  

RAFFLE  TICKETS  (217)  227-4464.  

BURIAL  AT  SEA,  $49.  Location  acknowledged.  "El  Rey" 
Boat  Service  (310)  431-0764,  408  Beryl  Cove,  Seal 

Beach,  CA  90740.  

TEE  TO  GREEN-Shirt  pocket  shot  reminder,  $4.99.  Box 
18295,  Savannah,  GA31408. 


WANTED  

FAMOUS    AUTOGRAPHS,     LETTERS,  EARLY 

BASEBALL  memorabilia.  (313)961-7572.  

SEEKING  OLD  GAMBLING  ITEMS,  slots  (any  condition) 

parts.  Jukeboxes— (404)  483-0000.  

ANTIQUE  GUNS  1845  OR  BEFORE.  (603)  772-7428. 
BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  MEDALS.  (803)  859-2915. 


I'M  LOOKING  FOR  MY  FATHER  J.  Johnson.  Stationed 
1945/46,  Worth/Donau.  Mother's  name  Betty  (Barbl) 
Griesbeck.  I  was  born  July  14,  1946.  I'm  a  Tax  Account- 
ant. Please  contact  George  Eby,  Postfach  32,8484 
Grafenwohr  Germany. 

RETIRED  ROOMMATES  share  living  expenses  w/ 
compatible  person.  Box  1 206,  Rockwall,  TX  75087. 
NICE  SINGLES  wish  to  meet  others.  FREE  magazine. 
Send  age,  interests.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Allardt,  TN 
38504.  

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  sincere.  World's  #1  corres- 
pondence service!  Free  details,  photos!  Sunshine 
International,  Box  5500-HK,  Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745. 

(808)  325-7707.  

JAPANESE  WOMEN!  Pacific  Century,  110  Pacific 
Avenue  #208-JB,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 .  (81 6)  942- 
1668. 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


WINEMAKERS/BEERMAKERS.  Free  illustrated 
catalog.  Fast  service.  Large  selection:  Kraus,  Box 
7850LM,  Independence,  MO  64054. 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Membership  notices  are  published  for  Legion- 
naires who  have  been  awarded  Life  Memberships  by  their 
posts. 

Life  membership  notices  must  be  submitted  on  official 
forms  which  may  be  obtained  by  sending  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to:  Life  Memberships,  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

Richard  A.  Powell  (1 987)  Post  306,  Yountville,  CA 
Charles  E.  Schreiber  (1 991 )  Post  364,  Lakeside,  C A 
Joseph  A.  Carbone,  Charles  Coyle  Sr,  John  P. 

Messina  (1989),  Walter  Wisminiti  (1991)  Post  89, 

East  Haven,  CT 
Barry  Burgoon  (1 991 )  Post  8,  Winter  Haven,  FL 
Hubert  O.  Wilson  (1990),  Lucius  T.  Solomon  Jr.  (1991) 

Post  911,  Atlanta,  GA 
Franklin  J.  Whetsel  (1 991 )  Post  1 97,  Pecatonica,  IL 
James  Holmes,  John  Wild  III  (1989),  Michael  Hedrick 

(1990)  ,  Joseph  Hadler  (1991)  Post  500,  Speedway, 
IN 

Gordon  D.  Cleary,  Robert  J.  McHugh  (1991)  Post  204, 

West  Boylston,  MA 
Pierre  Dillen,  Leonard  Milligan,  Harold  Thresher 

(1991)  Post  221,  Bedford,  MA 

Lawrence  Crossett,  Edward  J.  Johnson  (1991)  Post 

74,  Newberry,  Ml 
Patricia  M.  Fischer,  Harold  M.  Hartwig  (1 991 )  Post  49, 

Pequot  Lakes,  MN 
Zvonimir  G.  Budrovich  (1 991 )  Post  299,  St.  Louis,  MO 
Anthony  F.  Pollari  (1990)  Post  35,  Union,  NJ 
Joseph  C.  Ottinger  Jr.  (1 991 )  Post  82,  Millville,  NJ 
Richard  Miller,  Albert  F.  Silco  (1986)  Post  905, 

Springwater,  NY 
Howard  J.  Campbell,  Henry  P.  Keiber  (1991)  Post 

1468,  Syracuse,  NY 
Charles  E.  Lord  (1990)  Post  571 ,  Wesleyville,  PA 
John  A.  Dunn  (198S),  Herman  T.  Klinger,  Joseph  F. 

Slovick  (1991)  Post  798,  Warminster,  PA 
Jim  Macken  (1 990)  Post  654,  Houston,  TX 
Earl  Shepard  (1984),  Gerald  Brink  (1989),  John 

Huntley,  George  May nard  (1 991 )  Post  66,  Bethel,  VT 
Raymond  L.  Smith,  Gordon  L.  Summerfeld  (1991) 

Post  336,  Onalaska,  Wl 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


Readers  who  can  help  these  veterans  are  urged  to 
write  a  witness  letter,  including  the  CI  D  number.  Send  the 
letters  to  CID,  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  Box 
1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

Notices  are  published  only  at  the  requests  of  American 
Legion  Service  Officers  representing  claimants,  using 
Search  for  Witness  Forms  available  from  Department 
Legion  Service  Officers. 

3rd  Engr.,  Det  to  19th  Inf,  24th  Div.  Joseph  C.  Hartley 
needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at 
Avgsburg,  Germany,  May  31 , 1960,  he  injured  his  back 
and  foot  falling  down  stairs. 

Btry  A  38th  FA,  2nd  Div.  Joseph  L.  Mullins  needs 
witnesses  that  while  stationed  at  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.,  he 
fell  from  the  top  of  a  wood  pile. 

USS  Papago  ATF-160  John  L.  Smith  Sr.  needs  wit- 
nesses to  verify  that  while  on  board  USS  Papago  in 
1961 ,  he  was  injured  by  a  tow  cable  during  a  storm. 

USS  Schenectady  Thomas  Allen  Ludwig  needs  wit- 
nesses to  verify  that  he  injured  his  back  while  the  ship 
was  stationed  at  San  Diego,  Calif.,  February  1977. 
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I'LL  PAY  YOU 

9,785.01 


This  Is  the  regular  "steel" 
1943  Penny.  Only  4  found 
to  date  made  slightly 
different  accidentally. 
Will  you  be  the  lucky  "5th  "? 


FOR  THIS 
PENNY! 


Legion  shopper 


IMPOTENCE 

IS  TREATABLE 


Call  toll  free 
for  your  free  | 
brochure  and  " 
information  on 
a  simple  home 
remedy 

Foster  Brooks  /{(, 

TV  and  Movie  Star  L\  \ 


Our  treatment  is  non-invasive 
and  is  the  first  choice  of  many 
physicians.  It  is  a  safe  and  easy 
to  use  alternative  to  surgery, 
drugs  or  injections. 

MEDICARE 

ASSIGNMENT  ACCEPTED  ON  ALL  QUALIFIED  CLAIMS 

FOR  YOUR  BROCHURE  CALL  TOLL  FREE: 

1-800-221-6603 

OR  WRITE  TO:  IB™ 


)R  WRITE  TO:  m™ 

ENCORE,! 


inc. 

MEDICAL  PRODUCTS  CENTRE 


2300  Plantside  Or.  •  Dept  AL  •  Louisville,  KY  40299-1 928 


HEARING  AID 
REPAIRS  -  $69.99 


25  years  experience 
6  month  guarantee 
All  makes  and  models 

and,  Discount  Zinc-air  batteries- 12  for  $12 

PRECISION  LABS 

Dept.  AL 

P.O.  Box  2696 
Loves  Park,  IL  61 125 


$200 
$500,000 
PAID 


TOLL  FREE  800-435-5119 


French  Art  (;iass  (Galle.  Dauml  and  Tiffany 
Lamps  also  wanted. 
I  will  exceed  all  legitimate  offers  by  25%  for  swords 

I  wish  to  add  to  my  collection. 
David  E  J  Pepin  —  Member  NBTHK.  Tokyo,  Japan 
Dept  AM,  P ,0  Box  354,  Grant  Park,  IL  60940 
MEMBER  of  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Loose  Dentures? 


r 


PERMA  SOFT  II 


«The  Professional  Denture  Reline 
Material  Last  up  to  2  years  Stops 
I  Gum  Shrinkage  ALL  with  just  ONE  Application!  A 

For  Free  littonnitlon  Write:  PERMA  LABORATORIES 
A  PO  Box  134  L  '  Millersburg,  Ohio  44654  I 


FIVE  FOREIGN 
BANK  NOTES  only  50* 


1  Money!  It  makes  the  world  go  around.  Here's  a  I 
collection  of  real  foreign  money  to  introduce  you 

■  to  Bank  Note  Collecting.  Travel  back  in  time  with  | 
a  Japanese  occupation  note  from  WWII.  Receive 
a  strange  little  note  from  Hong  Kong,  PLUS  3. 
other  notes  from  Indonesia,  China  &  Bulgaria,  all 
for  only  50c.  Also  receive  bank  notes  on  ap- 
proval, buy  only  what  you  like,  return  balance  i 
promptly.  Order  yours  now! 


Jamestown  Stamp  Co.,  Inc. 

Dept.  B22AL 
Jamestown,  NY  14701-0019 
Member  ASDA  •  APS 


B5) 


U.S.  Veterans  -  Campaign  Ribbon  Bumper 
Stickers.  Full  color,  hi-quality  vinyl,  exact 
replica  Ribbon  +  Service  Logo:  WWII 
Pacific/WWII  Europe/Korea/Vietnam/Desert 
Storm/National  Defense. 
Army/Navy/Air  Force/Marines/Coast  Guard. 
Both  parts  only  $5.00  +  $1.25  postage/ 
handling  (California  residents  add  tax). 
(Specify  both  Ribbon  and  Service  Branch) 
Made  in  USA  by  USMC  Vet.  Send  check/M.O. 
Action-Art  PO  Box  1 2085  Orange,  Ca  92669. 


SINGERS!  VOCALS! 

Unlimited  Backgrounds™  *rSk  \ 

From  Standard  Records  &  CD's  with  the  flkfiH 
Thompson  Vocal  Eliminator™  Call  for  Free  i-^^^B  , 
Catalog  &  Demo  Record.  A>  '  — ^atW St* 

Phone:  (404)482-4189  Ext  73  J^mWf&^r  \^m\\w  \ 

Singer's  Supply,  Dept  AL-1      ^a^alr  XTf 
7987  Hightower  Trail  m\\\^  *^  M 

Lithonia,  CA    30058  jtL     ,^mw\  /  t  MeW  A 

24  Hour  Demo/Into  Request     JBBf   <WmW  +  9'\  ..^Ej 
Une  (404)482-2485  Ext  73  J0B*  *  Kt&  i    ovSPjT -«-.^, 

Singer's  Supply  -We  Have  Anything  A  Everything  For  Singers 


HOW  TO  PUBLISH 
YOUR 


BOOK 


Join  our  successful  authors  In  a 
complete  and  reliable  publishing 
program:  publicity,  advertising, 
handsome  books.  Speedy,  efficient 
service.  Send  for  FREE  manuscript 
report  &  copy  of  Publlah  Your  Book. 

CARLTON  PRESS    Dmpt  AEB 
1 1  W—t  32  St,  Now  York.  10001 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  hardwood,  gunstock  walnut  finish.  Full  1 " 
between  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5"x7"  -$18.95, 
8"x10"  -$24.95,  11  "X14 "  -$29.95, 
14"x20"  •  $39.95.  20 "x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$4.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  P.O.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 
Box  2071-LlPawtucket,  Rl  02861 
(Write  lor  FREE  Calalog) 


51,000,000  HUNT  FOR  RARE  COINS! 
Just  look  at  the  price  ranges  paid  lor  certain: 

Gold  Coins  before  1933    $38,500.00 

Half-pennies  before  1909    3.600.00 

Pennies  before  1956    5,100.00 

Nickels  before  1946    8,000  00 

Dimes  before  1965    6.200  00 

Quarters  before  1964    4.800  00 

Half  Dollars  before  1947    5,750.00 

Dollars  before  1940    12,000.00 

Foreign  Coins  before  1948    17.550.00 


Hold  onto  your  coins  until  you  check  them  against  my  OFFICIAL  ILLUS- 
TRATED Coin  Catalog.  Right  now  you  may  have  a  fortune  hidden  in 
everyday  coins  in  your  pocket,  purse,  piggy  bank,  or  attic.  Coins  don't 
have  to  be  old  to  be  extra  valuable!  Over  a  million  dollars  paid  last  year 
alone  to  lucky  owners  of  coins  dated  as  recent  as  1963!  My  OFFICIAL 
Coin  Catalog  lists  the  big  cash  profits  I'll  pay  you  on  hundreds  of  U.S. 
and  Foreign  coins. . .  identifies  the  rare  coins  and  dates  and  how  to  spot 
them!  Cash  in  on  the  Coin  Bonanza. "Send  today  tor  our  OFFICIAL  COIN 
CATALOG  and  —  receive  FREE  Bonus  Report  "HOWTO  COIN  YOUR  FOR- 
TUNE", they  may  reward  you  with  thousands  of  extra  dollars.  Mail 
$2.99  plus  $1.00  lor  rush  delivery,  TODAY! 

MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE  IF  NOT  DELIGHTED 

j~  MATT  NUMISS,  Dept.  AL-292  ~* 

I    37Brompton  Road,  Box  458,  Great  Neck,  N.Y.  11022 

1    □  Yes,  rush  the  latest  edition  of  your  OFFICIAL  illustrated 

■  Coin  Buyer's  Catalog.  I  enclose  $2.99  plus  $1.00  postage  and 

■  handling.  You  agree  to  refund  my  $2.99  promptly  if  I  am  not 
I    delighted.  Your  Free  Bonus  Report  is  mine  to  keep  regardless. 

|  □  SAVE  MORE!  I  enclose  $9.95  plus  $3.00  postage  and 

I  handling  for  a  full  year's  subscription  (4  quarterly  editions). 

I  You  save  over  $3.00.  Same  money  back  guarantee. 

|  □  Charge  $12.95  to  my  □  visa  or  □  MasterCard 

«  Expir. 

1  Card  No.  Date  


City. 


.  State . 


-Zip. 


BUY  ONE  AND  WE'LL  MAKE 
YOU  AN  EXCLUSIVE  DEALER 


maXaZr'ATV 


Amphibious 
2  and  4 
passenger 
models 


(21-years-old  and  over,  Please) 

No  Money  Down.  As  low  as  $110  mo. 
Call  Toll-Free  1-800-255-2511 

(From  anywhere  in  the  U.S.  or  Canada) 

Recreatives  Industries,  Inc. 

60  Depot  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14206 


TAN  AT  HOME! 

Home  &  Commercial 
WOLFF  Tanning  Beds 
Units  From  $199 
Home  Delivery! 

 ^Akt  ~ "  ■  "i 

CALL  TODAY  FOR  FREE 
COLOR  CATALOG  AND 
WHOLESALE  PRICING! 

1-800-228-6292 

4  WHEEL  BIKE 

DRIVES  LIKE  A  CAR! 

•  Easy  to  Pedal 

•  Comfortable  •  Stable 

•  5  Speed  •  Cargo  Carrier 

•  1.  2  &  4  Seat  Models 
24  Hr.  Into.  1  |615|  822-2737  Ext.  3381 

punnncc  pad  dept  3381  *  125  "hoades  ln 
HHUAUta  LHH  hendersonville.  tn  37075 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Do  you  or  a  loved  one 
have  trouble 
climbing  stairs? 


Legion  shopper 


If  stairs  can't  be 
climbed  due  to  a 
health  or 
disability 
condition,  get  a 
Liberty"  lift  and 
ride  comfortably 
up  and  down 
stairs.  There's  a 
Liberty  lift 
model  for  straight,  curved  and  even 
spiral  stairways.  Customers  often  say:  I 
wish  I'd  purchased  a  Liberty  lift  sooner. 

Buy  Or  Rent 
Liberty®  Lift 

For  more  information  call: 

1-800-782-1222 

Freedom  of  Movement '  ^jj^ 

CHENEY\ 

Dept.  02-92  ,  P.O.  Box  51188,  New  Berlin,  Wl  53151 


YOUR  VINTAGE  IPSt^ 
WRIST  WATCH 

COULD  BE  WORTH  IfiOl 

$ioofooo  i2w 

WATCH  SHOWN:  ! 
18  K  $15,000  14  K  $10,000  STEEL  '53,000  jj£jf^, 


Call  for  other  watch  prices.  Top  prices  paid  for  Rolex,  Patek, 
Vacheron,  Cartier,  Audemars,  Movado,  Breitling,  and 
Universal  Geneve  watches  of  any  kind.  Exact  price  depends 
on  style  of  case,  dial,  originality  and  condition. 

To  sell  a  watch  call:  1  (800)  922-4377.  We  will 
beat  any  and  all  offers!  For  free  appraisals  write: 

HESS  INVESTMENTS 

Home  Office:  3637-Fourth  Street  North,  Suite  #360 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33704 
We  are  a  member. 


If  -  among  others  -  you  remember 
LULU  BELLE  &  SCOTTY 

you'll  want  to  send  for  our 
Free  Catalog 

bringing  you  hundreds  of  unforgettable 
recordings  from  the  good  old  days. 

The  Music  BarnDePt  c  Jbg 

P.  O.  Box  1164,  Lewiston,  NY  14092  -  1164  SHE 

YOUR  MILITARY  MEDALS  ! 


WWII  *  KOREA*  VIETNAM  *SWA  IB 

•  All  U.S.,  UN,  RVN,  Full  Size  Medals 

-  All  Miniature  Medals  and  Ribbons 

-  Rank  and  Skill  Badges  *  Patches 

-  Fine  Display  Cases.  1 00%  Guarantee  ! 
Send  $2.00  Today  for  NEW  Color  Catabg 


ADJUSTABLE  BEDS 

•  Doctor  Recommended 
•  Electric  Control 
.        •  Low  as 

W  n  $25/mo. 


LIFT-N-RECLINE  CHAIR 

•Medicare  Claim  Service 
•Doctor  Recommended 
•Push  Button  Control 

LOW  FACTORY  DIRECT  PRICES 


HGo  anywhere. ..with  ease! 
ELECTRIC 
3-WHEELERS 
•Money  back  guarantee 
•Monthly  payment  plan 
•Medicare  claim  service 
"  For  FREE  Brochure  &  Prices  1  CAVE 

CALL  1-800-622-8806  Zpjo 

AMERICAN  HEALTH  MFG.  Dpt.  al  CflQL 

P.O.  Box  16287,  Baltimore  MD  21210    V*  /P 


lite  Problem 

NAIL  FUNGUS 

The  Solution  0 

FUNGI  NAIL 

Try  this  safe,  simple,  effective  remedy 
for  the  symptoms  of  embarrassing  nail 
fungus.  Fungi  Nail*  fights  thick,  split, 
discolored  nails.  Two  powerful  anti- 
fungal agents  fight  infection  on  toenails 
and  fingernails  and  work  to  eliminate  the 
actual  fungus.  Easy  to  apply  as  nail  pol- 
ish. No  prescription  needed. 

Do  you  use  Artificial  Nails? 
Then  you  should  use  Fungi  NaiP  to 
prevent  the  nail  fungus  associated  with 
artificial  nails. 

Available  at  your  pharmacy  or  have 
them  contact  Kramer  Laboratories, 
8778  S.  W.  8  St.,  Miami,  Fl.  33174 


HERNIA 


MEDALS  l929ALFairviewRd- 


Fountain  Inn,  SC  29644 


APPLIANCES 

FOR  COMFORT! 

When  you  slip  into  a  gen- 
uine BROOKS  Appliance] 
you  can  enjoy  heavenly  I 
comfort  night  and  day  at  I 
work  or  at  play!  Thirteen 
million  sold,  since  1880.  You  buy  direct  from  the 
factory  -  never  sold  in  stores  -  beware  of  imitations. 
Only  the  highest  quality  materials  and  workman- 
ship. (Especially  for  older  people  who  wish  to  avoid 
unnecessary  operations  for  reducible  rupture).  Send 
for  our  FREE  illustrated  booklet  with  no  obligation. 
BROOKS  APPLIANCE  COMPANY  (Medicare 
960  State  St.,  Marshall,  MI  49068    Pays  80%) 


BUCKLE  UP  with  SOFT  STRAP 

Made  of  non-allergenic,  acrylic  pile  fabric  to 
cushion  against  irritating  shoulder  straps 
Velcro  fastens  to  fit  all.  Interior  matching 
colors:  white,  black,  blue,  tan,  burgundy, 
red  and  grey.  Super-soft  imitation  sheep-  j 
skin:  white  or  black.  $7,89  a  pair  +  $2.50  S&H.  TX  add 
7  1/4%.  Made  in  USA.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
ARC  ENTERPRISES,  Box  665,  Oenison,  TX  75020-0665 


Make  $25  to  s100  per  hour 


Yes,  it's  really  possible  by  making  and 
selling  bright,  colorful  Badge-A-Minit  but- 
tons. Buttons  are  proven  money-makers 
at  fairs,  flea  markets,  conventions,  or 
anywhere  people  congregate.  They're 
fast  and  easy  to  make  with  Badge-A- 
Minit  and  inexpensive! 

Badge-A-Minit,  Dept.  AL292 

348  North  30th  Rd.,  Box  800,  LaSalle,  IL  61301 

Phone  1-800-223-4103 

□  Send  me  your  FREE  color  catalog 

□  Rush  me  a  Starter  Kit.  I  am  enclosing  $29.95  plus 
$2.95  shipping  (IL  residents  add  $1.87  tax) 

□  Check/M.O.    □  Visa   □  MasterCard 

Credit  Card  #  


Exp.  Date 
Name  


Address  . 
City   


Zip 


Phone  L 


MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 


FREE  CATALOG 

Products  You'd 
Never  Suspect! 

Gadgets  Galore  * 
Live  Steam  *  Automo- 
tive *  Phone  Devices 
Distant  Sound  Detectors 

*  Solar  *  Night  Vision  *  Home,  Office  & 
Personal  Security  *  Watches  *  Carbide  Can- 
nons *  Hundred  Of  Canes  &  Walking  Sticks 

*  Standard  Handles  Plus  Unique  Heads  in 
Silver,  Gold,  Brass,  Wood  *  Blackthorns, 
Exotics,  Hardwoods  *  Secrecy  Sticks  *  Flask 
Canes  *  World-Wide  Sources  *  Send  For 
Your  FREE  Catalog  Today! 

DutchGuard,  Dept.  X92,  p.o.  Box4H687 

 Kansas  City,  MO  64141  


FREE  CATALOG! 

Uniform  Accessories  &  Parade  Equipment 


Write  or  phone  for  our  free  catalog  of  honor 
guard  and  parade  equipment  ana  uniform 
accessories  for  the  military  and  police, 
including  insignia,  parade  rifles  and  swords, 
shoulder  cords,  flags,  medals  and  trophies. 


GLENDALE  INDUSTRIES 

PO  Box  144-AL 
Norwood,  N|  076411-0144 
201/767-02:n  •  FAX  (201)  767-3323 
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Legion  shopper 


Cow  Wind  Chimes 

These  delightful  Holsteins  are  sure  to  draw  plenty 
of  cowments!  Hand  painted  and  each  ceramic  cow 
measures  about  4"  in  width.  The  whole  herd  are 
sure  to  add  interest  to  any  home.  Ready  to  hang. 
Great  gift. 

$10.95  plus  $2.85  shpg;  SAVE  two  sets  for  $19.95 
plus  $3.45  shpg. 
Send  Check  or  M.O.  20  day  money  back  guarantee. 

u/M  «»T  I  DePl-  AW-292.  1118  W.  Lake 
MULO  I ,  IMC.  Box  370,  Tawas  City,  Ml  48764 


Florida  Retirement  Homes 

Manufactured  Home  Lifestyles 
$19,000  to  $65,000 
4  New  Central  Florida  Locations 

Quality  Living  at  Affordable  Prices 
Each  Community  Includes  Total  Amenities 
Private  Golf  Course  Participation  Available 


FOR  INFORMATION  WRITE: 

CRF  COMMUNITIES 

Box  6277,  Dept.  AL2 
Lakeland,  FL  33807-6277 


MEN'S  WIDE  SHOES 


EE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-13 

Extra  width  for  men  who 
need  it.  Excellent 
styling  and  quality 
Send  for  FREE 
CATALOG. 

The  Widest  Selection  of  the  Widest  Shoes  Anywhere 


HITCHCOCK  SHOES,  INC. 

Dept.  5B,  IlinRham,  MA  02043 


1992  SILVER  EAGLES 

NEW,  JUST  MINTED 

•  1  Troy  oz.  Silver 

•  Legal  Tender  U.S.  $1 

•  Made  by  U.S.  Government 

•  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Condition 

30  Day  Return  Privilege 

Price  Each  Quantity 
7.50  1-10 
7.25  11-20 
7.00  21  + 

Add  $1  Postage  -  All  Orders 

BLACKHAWK  COINS 

1st  National  Bank  Of  Moline 
501  15th  Street,  Suite  #302A,  Moline,  IL  61265 
1-800-292-2298 
VISA  &  MasterCard  accepted 
 personal  checks  must  clear  


'Tift 
chairs 

□  Large 

□  Medium 

□  Small 

□  Heat  & 
Massage 


(Sale  from  $399) 


ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS 


□  Duals 

□  Queens 

□  Fulls 

□  Twins   (Sale  from  $1099) 


PANASONIC 
MASSAGE 
^LOUNGERS 

□  EP  1000 

□  EP  588 

□  EP  586 

□  EP  582 
(Sale  from  $899) 


ELECTROPEDIC®  Since  1964  1-800-446-5040 

|_  _J3_5^SHIPPING_  ANYWHERE^US-A^  J 


CABLE  TV 

DESCR AMBLER  LIQUIDATION! 


FREE  CATALOG! 

Hamlin  Combos  $44,  Oak  M35B  $60  (min.  5),  etc. 


WEST  COAST  ELECTRONICS 

For  Information:  818-709-1758 
Catalogs  &  Orders:  800-628-9656 


AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
HEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed. 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  32-page  brochure  L-106 
Vantage  Press,  516  W.  34  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001 


U.S.  MEDALS  A  RIBBONS 
(FULL  SIZE  AND  MINIATURE) 

16  PAGE  PICTURE  CATALOG 
SENT  1ST  CLASS  MAIL  $1  00 
SHOULDER  PATCHES,  WINGS  BADGES, 
INSIGNIA.  IDENTIFICATION  BOOKS.  ETC 
48  PAGE  CATALOO 
SENT  1ST  CLASS  MAIL  J2  00 
BOTH  CATALOGS  12  50 

QUtNCr  BALE 

P.O.  BOX  700113-  AL-2 
TULSA  OKLA  74170 


BRONZE  STAR 


FAMOUS  AMERICAN 
SEA  BATTLES 

Four  epic  battles  in  magnificent  full-color 
prints.  16"x20".  Preston's  commissioned 
famed  marine  artist  Percy  Dalton  to  recap- 
ture the  glorious  triumphs  of  Bonhomme 
Richard  (shown  above).  Wasp,  Essex,  In- 
trepid during  early  years  of  America.  Com- 
plete set.  Ready  for  framing.  Only  $19.95. 
(NYS  residents  please  add  sales  tax.)  Send 
for  free  112-page  catalog  of  nautical  gifts. 

I)I}I7  0,T,/'Y\T'C  172-R  Main  St.  Wharf 

r Kr!y&  1  LW>  »  Greenport,  L.I..  N.Y.  11944 


BE  ALMOST  2" 
TALLER!! 


SIZES:  5-11 
WIDTHS:  B-EEE 
FINE  MEN'S 
SHOES 


Look  just  like  ordinary  shoes  except  hidden  inside 
is  a  height  increasing  innermold.  Wide  selection 
available  including  dress  shoes,  boots,  sport  shoes 
and  casuals.  Moneyback  guarantee.  Exceptionally 
comfortable.  Call  or  write  today  for  your  FREE 
color  catalog.  "MD.  RESID.  CALL  301-663-5111" 
TOLL-FREE  1-800-343-3810 
ELEVATORS® 0 

RICHLEE  SHOE  COMPANY,  DEPT.  AL22 
P.O.  BOX  3566,  FREDERICK,  MD  21701 


S79.95  THE  ORIGINAL  $49.95 

Value  TS45  Special 


•  Side  lever  Cocking  •  Adult  Type  •  177  Cat  •  800  FPS  • 
300  Yard  Range  •  Hardwood  Stock  •  Rifled  Barrel  • 
All  Metal  Parts  Blued  •  Adjustable  Sights 


The  Ultimate  in 
Chinese  Air  Rifles 


*■  Excellent  Target  &  Training  Rifle 
*  Order  now  and  receive  200  rounds  of  ammo  free 


60  day  money  back  guarantee 

Orders  shipped  within  24  hours.  Credit  Card  &  phone 
orders  call  1  -800-726-1 696  M-F  9-5.  Compasseco,  P.O. 
427-AL,  801  Taylorsville,  Bloomfield,  KY 40008.  Add  $5 
shp.  each,  KY,  OH,  &  IN  res.  add  sales  tax. 

BUY  FROM  A  LIFE  MEMBER 


TABLE  PADS 


ASK  ABOUT 
FREE  LEAF  SPECIAL 


SAVE  to  70% 

Factory  Priced  From 

$29.95 


Compare  al  99  95 

_    _  Quality  Pad  •  Any  Normal  Size 

Tell  u 
model  #' 

under  table H  FACTORY  DIRECT  TABLE  PAD  COMPANY 


1  (800)  428-4567 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Do  your 
heels  ache? 


Why  suffer  another  day  with  sore  heels  ( and  even  heel 
spur  aches)  when  Cushi-Heel  Pillow  gives  you  quick 
relief  while  you  walk  or  run?  Developed  by  an  athlete, 
who  suffered  just  as  you  do,  and  who  couldn't  find 
anything  which  helped.  His  US.  patented  (No.  3,984,926) 
pads  are  exactly  the  right  shape,  density  and  compression 
to  cushion  the  weight  your  heels  must  bear.  Mailmen, 
housewives,  waitresses,  sales  people,  nurses,  bartenders, 
school  teachers,  people  who  must  be  on  their  feet  all 
swear  by  them.  Joggers,  tennis,  golf,  basketball  and  rac- 
quetball  players  find  they  can  now  play  in  comfort  even 
with  heel  spur  problems.  If  not  satisfied,  return  within 
10  days  for  full  and  prompt  refund. 

Calderon  Products,  Inc. 
117  Falriawn  Plaza  Drive,  Dept.  LI 
P.O.  Box  5387,  Akron,  OH  44334*(216)  864-8100 

□  One  pair  Cushi  Heel  Pillows  $7.75  p.pd. 

□  Save!  Two  pairs  for  only  $13.50  p.pd. 

□  Save  more!  Three  pairs  for  only  $17.95  p.pd. 
Fast  delivery!  Shipped  by  First  Class  Mail. 
Enclosed:  □  check  □  money  order  □  cash 
Visa -MasterCard  holders  (TO  ORDER  ONLY) 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-942-4000 
24  hrs.  a  day,  7  days  a  week. 
Ohio  residents  add  5%%  sales  tax. 
Specify  shoe  size: 

Men's  shoe  size  Women's  shoe  size  

Name  


City  _ 
State. 


.Zip- 


Giani  16-page  Full  Color 
Catalog  and  Nearest  Dealer: 
Send  S3.00- Refundable., 
with  First  Order  % 
To:    A.A.R.  DEPT  AL#  ■ 
4121  Westerly  PR  #111 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 


FREE  CATALOG!  1-800-648-7938 
JERROLD    HAMLIN     OAK  ETC 

CABLE  TV  DESCRAMBLERS 


•  Special  Dealer  Prices!  •  Compare  our  Low  Retail 

Prices!  •  Guaranteed  Prices  &  Warranties! 
•  Orders  Shipped  Immediately!  VISA/MC/AmEx 

REPUBLIC  CABLE  PRODUCTS,  INC. 

4080  Paradise  Rd  #15,  Dept  1026     Las  Vegas,  NV  89109 
For  all  other  information  (702)  362-9026 


HAT  PINS  -  PATCHES  - 


1500+  MILITARY  DESIGNS 

FREE  24  Page  ILLUS.  CATALOG 
WE  DO  CUSTOM  WORK 
Dealer  Inquires  Welcome 

HOOVER'S  MFG.  CO. 

4015  AL  Progress  Blvd. 
PERU,  IL  61354 
(8)5)  223-1159,  Ask  For  David 


AMERICAN  LEGION 
CUT-ABOUT  KNIFE 


from  Zippo 
ONLY 

$15.95 

postpaid 


Number 
76268 

Single  blade-Thinline 
design  No  pocket 
bulge — Guaranteed  Full 
Color  Legion  emblem 

NATIONAL  EMBLEM  SALES, 

Dept.  SM20,  P.  0.  Box  1050,  Indiana- 
polis, IN  46206 


Blank  Firing  Adaptor 


For  30  cal.  Ml 
GARAND  RIFLE 


With  BLANK  ADAPTOR 
installed,  your  rifle  will  fire 
blank  ammunition  semi-automatically. 
BLANK  FIRING  ADAPTOR  $8.75  each,  10  for  $75X10 
WHITE  LEATHER  SLING  $19.95  each,  10  for  $180.00 
Please  include  check  with  order. 
Shipping  charges:  $4.00  per  order. 
Installation  instructions  included. 
Catalog  available  for  other  U.S.  Military  gun  parts 

AMHERST  ARMS 

P.O.  Box  658  Mt.  Airy,  MD  21 771 
Phone  Weekday  Afternoons  (301 )  829-9544 
Owned  and  operated  by  former  Marine. 


All-Hydraulic  % 
MAG  N  ATRAC® 

No  Belts ...  ALL-HYDRAULIC  DRIVE! 

for  excavating,  clearing, 
landscaping,  gardening, 
logglng...or  work  for 
others  for  Extra  CASHI 

•CATALOG  $1.50 

•VIDEO  -  New  ..  $9.50 
•Operator  Manual  -  $8.50 

STRUCK-KIT  •  Box  307  •  Dept:  AM22 

CEDARBURG,  WISCONSIN  53012  < 


THERMOSTAT  MAGNIFIER 


Makes  those  little  numbers    LARGE  AND  READABLE 

Temperature  setting  /^=^    \  Money  Back  Guaranteed 

-  f  -  °  /  ■>  N\      \plu*  ITS  tiftlng  (KT  m.  add  UO  To) 

u  .      Easily  snaps 

magnified  almost  lv  \*^*/s^Bonto  Honeywell 
round  thermostat, 

IP  INmAL  PRODUCTS  CO.    P.O.  BOX    692     KEHMORE.    N.Y.  14217 


Pocket  Multi-language 


TRANSLATOR 


INSTANT  WORD  CONVERSION.  OVER  7000  WORDS 
IN  ENGLISH,  FRENCH,  GERMAN,  ITALIAN,  SPANISH 

Free  Catalogl  $^26^5995* 

With  Order  |  Includes  Shpg./Hndlg. 
B  J  Honecutt  &  Assoc.  2?  95s  t 

1 900-C  Joe  Crosson  Dr.  Allow  4to  6  wks 
El  Cajon,  CA  92020  lor  delivery 


We  plan  to  lose 
money  on  this  offer 


America's  First  Silver  Dollar 

Only  $49  Reg.  $75 

We're  slashing  the  price  on  a  bestseller  to  get 
you  to  try  us.  Struck  in  New  Spain  from  1772  to 
1825,  these  magnificent  silver  dollars  were  the 
most  popular  in  the  13  Colonies  and  remained 
legal  tender  in  the  USA  until  18S7.  Some  were 
carried  by  clipper  ships  to  China,  where  our 
supply  was  found,  bearing  authentic  "chop- 
marks"  of  Chinese  merchants.  Each  big  39mm 
coin  contains  27  grams  of  .903  silver,  Certifi- 
cate, Fine  quality.  While  supplies  last,  our 
reduced  price  for  new  customers  is  just  $49 
(limit  5).  Order  #7144A.  To  order  by  credit 
card,  call  toll-free  1-800-451-4463  anytime. 
Or  send  a  check  or  money  order  to:  International 
Coins  &  Currency,  Inc.,  1 1 E  State  St,  Box  2 1 8, 
Dept.  2251,  Montpelier,  Vermont  05601.  Add 
just  $2  for  postage.  Money-back  guarantee 
—  30-day  home  examination. 

Serving  collectors  for  17  years 


Do-It- Yourself  Kits 


Factory  Direct 
Clocks  and  Furniture 

Also  Assembled 
and  Finished 

■Grandfather  Clocks, 
Mantel  and  Wall  Clocks 

■Curios.Tables,  Chairs, 
Desks,  Cradle.. .and  more! 

■Solid  3/4"  Black  Walnut, 
Cherry,  or  Oak 

■Heirloom  Quality 

■Solid  Brass  West  German 
Movements  and  Dials 

■Money  Back  Guarantee 


I  am 

interested  in 

□  Do-It- Yourself  Kits 

□  Finished  Clocks 

□  Finished  Furniture 


Name 
Street 
City 


SEND  $1  FOR 
COLOR  CATALOG 


State 


(Please  Print) 

EMPEROR' 

CLOCK  COMRVNY 

World's  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Grandfather  Clock  Kits 

Dept.  4202,  Emperor  Industrial  Park 
Fairhope.  Alabama  36532  ■  Phone  t -205-928-231 6 
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Parting  shots 


Book,  Line  &  Snicker 

Kids  don't  seem  interested  in  reading 
these  days.  Maybe  we  should  rename 
the  library,  "Books  'R'  Us." 


Bobsled  Economy 

America  should  do  well  during  the 
Winter  Olympics.  With  the  economy, 
we've  had  a  lot  of  practice  going  down- 
hill. 


Doctor  Did  Little 

"Some  doctors  don't  know  what 
they're  doing,"  one  neighbor  told 
another.  "My  great-aunt  Gilda  was  1 12 
when  she  went  to  see  a  doctor— and 
piff!  Eight  years  later  she  was  dead." 


Cordless  Bathroom 

"I  don't  know  if  we  should  have 
bought  a  cordless  telephone,  honey,"  a 
wife  said  to  her  husband. 

"Why?"  the  husband  asked. 

"Now  the  kids  can  monopolize  the 
telephone  and  bathroom  at  the  same 
time,"  replied  the  wife. 


Unwarranted  Warranty 

"I  have  a  bumper-to-bumper  war- 
ranty on  my  car,"  said  Fred  to  Ted.  "I'm 
reponsible  for  everything  in  between." 


Quarter  Movies 

In  the  1940s,  you  could  see  two 
movies  for  a  quarter.  Today,  we  spend 
hundreds  of  dollars  on  cable  TV  and 
what  do  we  get?  Those  same  two 
movies. 


Rep.  Hood 

Did  you  hear  the  congressional  ver- 
sion of  Robin  Hood?  He  robs  from  the 
middle  class  and  gives  to  everyone  else. 


Par  234-67-2855 

"Well,  can  you  shoot  your  age  yet?" 
Joe  asked  Moe  during  an  afternoon  on 
the  links. 

"Shoot  my  age?"  exclaimed  Moe, 
"I  can't  even  shoot  my  Social  Security 
Number." 


Did  I  Tell  You  .  .  . 

The  nicest  thing  about  new  friends  is 
that  they  haven't  heard  your  old  stories 
yet. 


Half  Baked 

Hank:  "I  think  I'll  sign  up  for  this 
meat-loaf  seminar." 

Frank:  "What  kind  is  that?" 

Hank:  "Half  of  the  time  you  meet. 
Half  of  the  time  you  loaf." 


Respect  Specs 

Always  respect  your  colleagues,  no 
matter  how  little  you  think  of  them. 


10- Year-Old's  Tenure 

It's  not  easy  being  the  parent  of  a  10- 
year-old,  but  it's  a  small  price  to  pay  to 
have  someone  in  the  house  who  under- 
stands computers. 


Heavenly  Green 

An  avid  golfer  wanted  to  know  if 
he'd  be  able  to  play  his  game  in  heaven. 
He  prayed  and  prayed  and  prayed  to 
know  the  answer.  Eventually,  he  was 
answered. 

"I  have  good  news  and  bad  news,"  a 
voice  told  him.  "The  good  news  is  that 
heaven  has  a  wonderful  golf  course. 
The  bad  news  is  that  you  have  a  tee  time 
next  Saturday." 

Doctors'  Daffynitions 

Artery:  The  study  of  paintings 

Barium:  What  you  have  to  do  if  you 
don't  know  CPR. 

Coma:  A  punctuation  mark. 

Colic:  A  sheep  dog. 

Dilate:  To  live  longer. 

Fester:  Quicker. 

Morbid:  A  higher  bid. 

Varicose  Veins:  Veins  that  are  very 
close  together. 


"  You  're  not  running  with  the  wrong  crowd 
in  here,  are  you?" 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Introducing 
The  American  Legion 
Calling  Card 


Sprint  presents  a  long  distance 
program  that  offers  you 
more  than  savings: 


•  5%  of  every  dollar  spent  on  long  distance 
calls  will  be  contributed  to  American 
Legion  Programs. 

•  Free  American  Legion  exclusive 
calling  card. 

•  60  FREE  minutes  of  long  distance. 

•  No  risk...  Sprint  will  pay  to  switch  you  over. 
(See  order  form  for  details  about 

these  benefits.) 

To  switch  to  Sprint  Plus  send  in  the 
reply  card  below,  OR  call 
1-800-669-8585  and  ask 
about  The  American  Legion/Sprint 
Program.  Existing  Sprint  Customers 
call  1-800-877-4040. 


Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


help  '1 


Don't  just  make  a  call . . .  Make  a  difference 


r 


The  American  Legion/Sprint  Program  ORDER  FORM 

(  )  YES,  I  wish  to  sign  up  for  the  Sprint  Plus  Program  to  support  The  American  Legion. 
(  )  YES,  I  am  already  a  Sprint  customer  and  want  to  sign  up  for  The  Legion  Program. 


Additional  American  Legion  calling  cards  requested: 
Main  Billing  Telephone  Number:  (  )  


Additional  Line:  ( 


Name:  

Address:  

Date  of  birth: 


Soc.  Sec.  #: 


.  City:_ 


State: 


Do  you  have  a  checking  account?  Yes 


Zip:  _ 
No 


Do  you  have  a  major  credit  card?  Yes  No  How  long  with  present  employer? 


Do  you  own  rent  

Signature  of  Authorization: 


Date 


Terms  of  Agreemenl:  My  signature  on  ihis  card  authorizes  Sprint  to  notify  the  local  company  lo  switch  my  long  distance  provider  to  Sprint.  Sprint  will  apply  only  the  telephone  numbers  listei 
on  ihis  card.  Offer  cannot  be  used  in  conjunction  with  any  other  offer.  60  Free  Minutes  Credit  equal  to  60  minutes  of  Interslale  calling  per  account  at  the  Spnnl  3,000  mile  Interstate  Nighl/ 
Weekend  rate.  Credit  will  be  applied  on  your  third  month  s  invoice.  No  risk  offer:  Sprint  will  pay  $5.00  per  line  up  to  10  lines  per  account  lo  switch  you  over  from  your  current  long  distance 
carrier,  via  a  $5.00  certificate  to  offset  actual  telephone  company  charges  which  vary.  If  you  are  an  existing  Sprint  customer  and  enroll  in  this  program,  your  contribution  will  he  2%. 

Send  Application  to:  Sprint/The  American  Legion 

P.O.  Box  15944,  Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas  66215-9959 
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